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Ethics/Theater Class Performs “Twilight: Los Angeles 1992”  
By Olivia Holmes ’16, Aeqvitas Editor 
 

On Monday April 27, the 
San Domenico senior Ethics/ 
Theater class preformed the play, 
“Twilight: Los Angeles 1992,” 
written by Anna Deavere Smith. 
These students have been exploring 
and discussing the ethical aspects 
incorporated into this play, along 
with learning, rehearsing and 
perfecting their roles in 
collaboration with theater instructor 
Jennifer Grimes and Ethics teacher 
Kristen Levine. 

 “Twilight: Los Angeles 
1992"” centers around the 
predominant and very current 
topics of police brutality and 
injustices in the legal system. Other 
key aspects of the play were the 
racial clashes and social inequality 

that took place in Los Angeles in 
1992. These clashes led to major 
riots in Los Angeles, which not only 
involved almost all racial groups in 
the city, but also caused billions of 
dollars in damage. 

Major events of this 

period in Los Angeles history also 
took a large role in the play, such as 
the hugely publicized police beating 
of Rodney King and the subsequent 
acquittal of the police officers, 
which initiated these race-related 
riots. “Twilight: Los Angeles 1992” 
included a variety of videos, such as 
the King beating video, and the 
video that displayed the attack and 
beating of Semi-truck driver 
Reginald Denny.  Because media 
and the spread of such videos was 
such an important aspect of this 
crisis, the videos were crucial to 
include in this production. 

The play was constructed 
from hundreds of interviews that 
the playwright traveled around the 
country to collect. These interviews 
were from a variety of people, both 
directly and indirectly affected by 
the events in Los Angeles. Some of 
the characters portrayed included 
Chef Alice Waters, Reginald Denny 
himself, Rodney King's Aunt, and 

one of the policemen involved with 
the King beatings. The wide range of 
characters served to show the 
audience all sides of the issues 
brought up throughout the play. 

Students recognized its 
contemporary relevance of the play, 
too. “The ethics play was not only 
educational, but shed light on 
important topics that often go 
ignored,” said senior Maddie 
Murphy. Junior Tara Sola agreed 
and added, “The acting was superb.” 
This is the fifth such production at 
San Domenico. Previously, Grimes 
and Levine have designed courses 
around the death penalty with a 
performance of “Dead Man 
Walking” in 2011, examined hate 
crimes through the lens of “The 
Laramie Project” in 2012, focused 
on the epidemic of school shootings 
with a production of “Bang, Bang, 
You’re Dead”, and last year, 
explored wrongful convictions with 
“The Exonerated”.

 
Senior Erika Johnson designed the original 
poster for San Domenico’s production of 
“Twilight: Los Angeles 1992.”  
  

 
Senior Ivy Cheng in San Domenico’s production of “Twilight: Los Angeles 1992”.  
  



San Domenico Celebrates Black History Month  
By Jolene Guerin ‘15 

 

As February marked the 
beginning of Black History Month, 
Camille Ayanruoh and several 
members of the newly organized 
Black Student Association hosted an 
assembly to share with the student 
body the past and current issues of 
African-American culture.  To kick 
off this Black History Month 
assembly there were “Colored Only” 
and “White Only” signs posted 
around Dominican Hall to remind 
students of the legacy of 
segregation. Additionally, students 
watched a powerful slideshow of 
photos depicting the racism and 
discrimination against African-
Americans during the civil rights era 
of the 1960s.  

Senior Ashley Mulshenock 
and freshman Nia Coffer followed 
by presented powerful original 
poetry concerning topics such as 
discrimination, racism and the 
history of African American culture.  

To facilitate audience 
involvement in the assembly, each 
class participated in a trivia game 
featuring the categories of African-
American history, innovators, 
athletes, Pre-Civil War history, 
music, and arts and literature.  

Students were then divided 
into groups to participate in three 
rotating breakout sessions focusing 

on cuisine, arts and music and 
current events. Sophomores Sade 
Amherd, along with Ogechi  and 
Ugochi Egonu facilitated the music 
and arts session, in which they 
displayed prominent African-
American art and discussed a 
variety of popular African-American 
music from various decades.  

Meanwhile, seniors Daria 
Jackson, Ashley Mulshenock, 
Aminat Oladunjoye, and junior 
Juliana Johnson served chicken and 
sausage gumbo and led a discussion 
on the variety traditional dishes 
served in African-American 
households, ranging from creole 
cuisine from the American south to 
Nigerian specialties.  

The last station, a discussion 
of current events, was run by junior 
Makenna Dixon-Essien, 
sophomores Paige Bentum and 
Mesgana Admassu, and myself. 
During this session, issues such as 
recent police violence against 
African-Americans and the phrase 
“Black Lives Matter” were 
discussed. “I liked the discussion of 
'Black Lives Matter' because I think 
it's important to say,” said religious 
studies teacher Michael Mello. “It is 
important to recognize because 
there are still some places in 

America where black lives are 
treated as if they do not seem to 
matter.”  

US history teacher Amanda 
Tredinnick was excited about the 
event as well. “The Black History 
Month assembly was a meaningful, 
fun and lively event on campus,” she 
said. “The discussions were relevant 
and the food was delicious! I hope 
this important event continues for 
years to come.” 

 

The Songs 
By Nia Coffer ‘18 

I hear the songs they sang 
I feel strong 

I hear the wind speaking messages 
I see them all 

In a field of green, people are seen 
Yet the are singing 

Sing of hope 
Singing of faith 

The sun beats its drum 
My ancestors sweat 

Yet they keep on working 
Believing 

As they sing 
I hear their message 
I see what they see 

Their future 
Me 

I am free 
I hear them 

And they hear me

 
The Black History Month events were coordinated by the newly organized Black 
Student Association 
  

 
Freshman Nia Coffer shared her poem, 
“The Songs” during the assembly.  
  



Ashley Mulshenock’s “Black Looks Like” Poem Recognized in Poetry Slam
Senior Ashley 
Mulshenock 
debuted her poem, 
“Black Looks Like” 
at San Domenico’s 
Black History 
Month assembly, 
and later entered it 
into the Youth 
Speaks Teen Poetry 
Slam. She read the 
poem again at the 
Norse Theater in 
San Francisco and 
was a finalist in the 
last bout in 
Oakland. 
 
 

Black Looks Like  
By Ashley Mulshenock ’15  
 
 

Black looks like origins of the motherland.  
Black feet planted in black, fertile soil  
A sea of black musk we swam in.  
Bathing in the Nile river.  
We used to play in the savanna and groove in the Congo.  
We would dream in Uganda 
And wake up in Kenya.  
A continent- 
Not a treasure chest full of commodities. 
Diamonds from Sierra Leone were draped across our necks.  
Tugged out of our soil  
Unrightfully  
How did diamonds turn into nooses? 
How did we go from kings and queens to shackled on slave 
Ships? 
I still have wrinkles on the bottoms of my feet  
From being unplanted from my roots.  
I am not indigenous to American soil- it's dry, cracked dirt  
grows racism and hatred as cash crops.  I was forced to 
pick.  
The atmosphere is polluted with denial and entitlement.  
The smell of dehumanization rots in the air  
Because everyone seemed to forget we all have the same 
amount of bones, only ours are fractured from shackles of 
100 years ago  
When I was lynched by the unwantedness of my melanin, 
Melanin, 
Melanin 
Rolls off the tongue through jealous lips. melanin-  
Did not cause the problems we are still in the thick of today.  
an infectious disease called superiority has caused this 
madness.  
It's never a gun that kills anyone,  
But the finger on the trigger.  
Why are we still waiting for someone to pull the plug to this 
nonsense?  

Hatred continues to linger like a pest in my garden.  
I didn't ask to be brought here, 
So stop hating me for being an option on the consensus.  
I never asked for the motherland to be penetrated and 
raped of its dignity and identity.  
 
Why is the victim always blamed for the perpetrator's 
actions?  
How is that so? 
How has aged been legalized?  
Why is black broken? 
Black should not be broken, 
Should not be a number or a statistic.  
It is not the butt of your jokes, 
Or the trash you pass by and don't pick up.  
 
The respect for our skin color has dissipated into crumbs.  
Who granted the divorce of black and beautiful? 
 
I look to the left of me and watch all of this unravel all the 
news projects the story of demographic statistics I want to 
light that pie chart on fire because they forgot they forgot to 
bring up a man named Andre: 
9 PM he walks down the street in a black hoodie  
And turns the corner to go home after 10 hours at work.  
Pow pow! he's shot  
And a pool of blood surrounds him drip, drip 
Tears drip down his wife and child's face drowned out by the 
screams that echo in the court room  
Because the white man just shot him walks free- 
Again.  
We know you just hated his melanin, you don't have to 
Whisper.  
 
They forgot to talk about this mass hate crime, 
It's happened one too many times 
Almost looks like a genocide.  
Black and white just can't seem to coincide.  
Opposites are supposed to attract, 
But like gasoline and a match  
We always react.  
We keep playing hide and seek, 
But we have nowhere to hide.  
Just take me back to the motherland where I felt so alive.  
The fruit is not sour there,  
The soil does not callus my feet.  
My back was never beat- 
Beat down like cops on the street.  
I was only doing 55 in the 54.  
This country has been in World War III for over 100 years  
How can that be? 
Why are we branded with a mark of  
Inequality? 
We have the same color blood flowing through our veins  
Why are we not viewed as the same? 
Because reality is what you lack.  
When will black be the new black?

 

 
Senior Ashley Mulshenock has performed 
in several Bay Area poetry slams.  



Happy New Year, 新年快乐!, 새해	 복	 많이	 받으세요, Chúc mừng năm mới! 
By Sasha Nakae ‘15 
 

This year’s Lunar New Year 
fell on February 19, marking the 
year of the Goat on the zodiac 
calendar.  On February 5, the 
Multicultural Club hosted a Lunar 
New Year celebration . . . SD-style. 
The event started off with a power 
point presentation. Ada Wang, Ivy 
Liang, and Luming Chen gave this 
short presentation explaining the 
historical and cultural significance 
of Lunar New Year, which is 
observed in China, as well as 
Vietnam and Korea.  

“In China, New Year is the 
most important celebration of the 
year,” said junior Andrea Wang. “In 
short, it's all about food, family 
gatherings, children getting new 
year money and new clothes, and 
the cities coming alive with festivals 
and fireworks.”  

In China, red decorations 
are hung everywhere, as red is 
traditionally seen as the color for 

good luck and prosperity. Also, 
similar to Christmas in western 
countries, during the New Year 
celebrations, families and friends 
give children red envelopes full of 
money. 

 The presentation also 
included an explanation of the 12 
zodiac signs, which each represent a 

year in a 12-year cycle. Each animal 
sign comes with a myth that 
characterizes the people born under 
it.  

Following the presentation, 

students were divided into groups 
for a variety of activities, which 
included making dumplings, paper 
cutting, calligraphy, and decorating 
sheets of paper to make a big red 
dragon to hang on the school walls. 
When comparing our event to 
celebrations in China, senior Vivian 
Huang said, “We don't do the paper 

cuts because we can buy them from 
the market; we used to buy 
fireworks but now we don't to 
reduce the air pollution in my city, 
so in my family we really come 
together, eat dinner, and watch the 
big spring festival show on TV, 
which happens on the night before 
the New Year. “ 

Meanwhile, Chinese and 
Korean students visited the 
Kindergarten and Primary School 
assemblies to share stories and 
traditions with our younger 
students.  

Though not quite the same 
as the 4,000 year tradition 
celebrated in China, our San 
Domenico celebration of Lunar New 
Year brought us together as a 
community, helping the students 
from the United States and other 
countries better understand this 
major holiday. The celebration also 
helped to make the Chinese 
students even more nostalgic and 
excited to see their home towns over 
break.  

Overall, the event served as a 
great way to usher in the coming 
spring season, make people smile, 
and was overall a great success! 
Happy New Year! 

 
Students work on traditional calligraphic Chinese characters in sessions facilitated by 
members of the Multiicultural Club.  
 

 
Students from the Early Education program parade their dragon to the Upper School. 
  



@Large: Controversial Chinese Artist’s Work at Alcatraz 
By Teresa He ’18 

 

For the last six months, San 
Francisco’s For-Site Foundation has 
hosted @Large: Ai Weiwei on 
Alcatraz, which is a collection of the 
Chinese artist’s works. A group of 
students and teachers travelled by 
ferry to the exhibit on Alcatraz 
Island, which used to be a prison in 
the middle of San Francisco Bay.  

The exhibit was divided into 
two sections, one in the New 
Industries building and the other in 
the actual cell house. The works 
displayed in the New Industries 
included “With Wind”, a colorful 
Chinese dragon kite handmade 
from paper, silk, and bamboo and 

featuring quotes from human rights 
activists. There was also  
“Trace”, an exhibition of portraits 
made of Lego building blocks that 
depicting the faces of 170 people 
who were 
imprisoned around 
the world because 
of their beliefs 
concerning human 
rights and freedom.  

 “The Lego 
bricks represented 
individuals linked 
together as part of 
the whole society,” 
said art teacher Jill 
Hoefgen, who organized the trip. “I 
think the visual representation of 
his message is defined as art 

because he is expressing ideas using 
images that can be interpreted in 
many ways, but are still visually 
intriguing.” 

Other works included 
“Refraction” (a 
tremendous wing 
made out of 
steel), paintings 
in the cells, and 
the letters to 
political 
prisoners. The 
students found 
these displays 
very impressive 
and had great 

impact on us. The artist was not 
able to attend the event as he is 
forbidden to leave China

Pennies for Patients: Using Change to Make Change 
By Daria Jackson ’15, Social Justice Club Coordinator  
 

For the first year, San 
Domenico students participated 
in Pennies for Patients, an 
organization that raises money for 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society.  For three weeks in 
February and March, boxes were 
placed in each grade’s moderator’s 
classroom in the Upper School with 
the goal of collecting as much 
change as possible.   

Students were encouraged to 
bring pennies, nickels, dimes, and 

dollar bills, with the hope of filling 
at least one box per grade.  
Freshman exceeded expectations, 
raising about twice as much as the 
other three grade, culminating with 
hundreds of dollars.  Overall the 
Upper School was able to raise a 
significant amount for the 
organization, especially with the 
help of the lower and middle school 
as well.   
With the help of all of the generous 
donations made, San Domenico was 

able to contribute to the 
countrywide fund to aid thousands 
of children and adults fighting 
against types of blood cancer like 
leukemia. 

 
Art teacher Carina Ybarra and freshman Teresa He examining profiles of political 
prisoners featured in Ai Weiwei’s @Large exhibit on Alcatraz.  

 
Ai Weiwei’s “With Wind”, on Alcatraz .  
 

 
Ai Weiwei’s self portrait in Lego bricks.  
  



SD Community Gathers for Annual Hunger Banquet   
By Audrey Webster ‘16 
 

On March 
11th, San 
Domenico Upper 
School students, 
faculty, and 
administration 
gathered in 
Dominican Hall 
during lunch and 
assembly time for 
the annual 
Hunger Banquet.  

Social 
Justice club 
members served 
one scoop of rice 
and one scoop of 
beans to each 
student and 
faculty member. 
This practice 
serves not only to deepen participants knowledge of 
hunger but also the reduced cost of this meal helps 
support Oxfam, the organization that inspired the 
annual Hunger Banquet.  

After receiving their lunch, the students were 
divided by mentoring groups and separated into 
different social classes to help instigate constructive 
discussion.  

Freshman Julia Reinhard later reflected on the 
experience and a newfound awareness. “I learned about 
how myriad people struggle with having enough food 
everyday, and how many people suffer from food 
insecurity,” she said. “That the need for more food to 
help these people is rapidly increasing.”  

In spirit of San Domenico’s relationship with 
the Food Bank of San Francisco and Marin as the 
number one donor of cans in the area, Katie Mann, a 
representative of the San Francisco Food Bank was the 
guest speaker. After opening with a video that gave an 
overview of the Food Bank's work in the Bay Area, she 
discussed food insecurity in the Bay Area, Food Bank 

programs, the 
importance of the 
volunteers, and 
concluded by 
answering 
students’ 
questions about 
local hunger and 
services.  

English 
teacher Kaitlyn 
Gallagher noted 
that the annual 
event has been 
beneficial in 
helping members 
of our community 
better understand 
these issues. “The 
Hunger Banquet 

has a real impact on student knowledge and empathy, 
allowing them to reach in many cases beyond their 
personal experiences around food content, security, 
frequency of meals, and more,” Gallagher said.  

 
 

 
  

 
Junior Ione Hope gets her lunch of rice and beans from members of the Social Justice Club. 
  

 
Students listen as Food Bank outreach representative Katie Mann 
speaks about local hunger issues, needs, and initiatives.  
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Diplomacy and Fun at the 63rd Annual Berkley Model UN 
By Jamaica Perrier-Morris ‘16 
 

            Last 
month, two 
dozen of San 
Domenico’s 
students from 
all grades 
joined faculty 
moderators 
Janet 
Christensen 
and Ian 
Sethre—and 
1,600 students 
from all over 
the country and 
beyond—for the 
63rd annual 
Model United 
Nations 
conference on 
the campus of 
UC Berkeley. 

Model UN is an educational extra-
curricular activity in which students take the role of a 

representative for 
a specific country 
to work together 
to find a solution 
to a given 
problem. Once 
they have done 
extensive 
research and 
planning the 
students write a 
five-page position 
paper before 
going to a 
conference where 
they team up with 
other delegates 
from different 
high schools 
across California 
and work 
together to find a 
solution. The 
topics that were 
discussed in this 
conference 

ranged from a large variety of issues in various 
countries. Some of the topics students from San 
Domenico discussed were, Palestinian refugees in 
Libya  and dismantling War Technology. 
            Being in Model UN requires students to have 

critical 
thinking, 
writing and 
researching 
skills along 
with having a 
very good 
work ethic. By 
the end of the 
weekend 
most students 
take a lot 
away from the 
experience, 
including 
enhanced 
public 
speaking and 
leadership 
skills. 
             Junior 
Makenna 

Dixon-Essien represented Libya on the Social, 
Cultural, and Humanitarian Committee and this was 
her third conference. “The experience was definitely 
worth the late nights,” she said. “I like the people; 
they are really nice and it is cool to hear everyone's 
positions on topics, especially because we are young 
and they are currents issues. We would never 

normally be asked ‘what do you think we should do!’ 
but we were during that weekend.”            

This year’s conference lasted for three days 
and took a lot of effort; yet the students who 
participated found the event fulfilling and fun. 
 San Domenico’s delegation participates in the 
Berkeley and Stanford conferences every year.  

 
This year’s Berkeley Model United Nations delegation between committee sessions at the event.  
  

 
Sophomores Ogechi Egonu and Annabelle Li, representing Libya, 
and freshman Angel Yeh and sophomore Mesgana Admassue , 
representing Jamaica in the Social, Cultural, and Humanitarian 
Committee's deliberation on self-determination of breakaway states.  
  

 
Junior Evie Wallace ’16 representing 
Libya, along with Olivia Holmes ’16 and 
Ugochi Egonu ‘16, representing Jamaica, 
in discussion of cyber warfare and 
transnational hacking in the Disarmament 
and International Security Committee.  


