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San Domenico Kicks Off the Holiday Season with Food Drive  
By Olivia Holmes ’16, Aeqvitas Editor
 

Last month, all 
of the San Domenico 
students, faculty, and 
staff participated in 
an all-school canned 
food drive lasting two 
weeks.  The Upper 
and Middle School 
students were divided 
into four teams based 
on mentoring and 
advisory groups. 
These four teams; the 
Sweet Potatoes, 
World Peas, 
Wishbones and Pies, 
were led by 
enthusiastic 

members of the San Domenico 
faculty.  

The purpose behind 

these teams was to create 
friendly competition and 
increasing the overall number 
of cans collected.  This amiable 
contest proved successful; 
through the canned food drive 
orchestrated by Religious 
Studies Director Mirza Khan, 
the school collected more than 
18,500 cans, breaking last 
year’s record of 11,000. 

On Friday, November 21, 
the whole school put aside team 
loyalties to load the many cans 
into two large delivery trucks 
destined for the Marin Food 
Bank. Seeing everyone outside, 
united in the effort was a 
powerful image for many 
people.  Junior Amy Kwon said, 
“I thought it was really cool to 
see everyone working together 
towards the common goal of 
helping others”.  

Not only did 
the event serve to 
unify the school 
divisions, the 
donation also made 
a difference for the 
holiday seasons of 
many people in the 
Bay Area. Last year, 
San Domenico was 
the largest 
contributor to the 
Marin Food Bank, 
which provides 
food to thousands 
of people during 
the holiday season. 
With its annual 

donations, San Domenico has 
distinguished itself as an 
integral part of the community, 
using its resources to help those 
who are not as fortunate.

 
Global Studies teacher Aran Levasseur 
helping load the cans.  

 

 
Students from the Middle and Upper Schools passed the cans “assembly 
line-style” to be loaded into the trucks bound for the San Francisco Food 
Bank. 
 

 
Sophomores Grace Kolb and Paige 
Bentum loading jars and cans into crates.  
 



Students Help Bring ‘Warm Wishes’ to Bay Area Homeless  
By Emily Datnow ‘15 

 

For the second 
year in a row, San 
Domenico students 
participated in 
packing backpacks 
for the local nonprofit 
organization Warm 
Wishes.  Founder Bill 
Hamm started the 
program based on an 
experience he had 
San Francisco when 
he gave a cold 
homeless man, a pair 
of his gloves and the 
reaction of the man 
sparked his idea of 
the Warm Wishes organization.  Last spring, 
Hamm spoke to the San Domenico student body 
at the annual Hunger Banquet. 

Each year, 300 volunteers gather at the 
Hamilton Community Center in Novato to pack 
approximately 5,000 backpacks for Warm 
Wishes to distribute to homeless around the Bay 
Area.  This year, twelve students and two 
teachers helped in the process of unloading 
boxes of supplies and packing gloves, scarves, 

ponchos, hats, socks, 
emergency cards, and 
holiday greeting cards 
into the backpacks in 
what the founder calls 
“organized chaos”.   

San Domenico’s 
Lower School students 
helped with the project 
by drawing cards for 
Warm Wishes.   

Fourth-grader 
Henry Sethre not only 
drew a card, but also 
participated in the 
packing of the 
backpacks. “It made me 

feel happy knowing I was doing something to 
help with the problem,” Sethre said.   

Due to the turnout of volunteers this 
year, the backpacks were packed and ready for 
distribution in about two hours. “It was super 
fun to see our community helping local people,” 
said sophomore, Livie Harvell.  

The Social Justice Club plans to continue 
being involved in the Warm Wishes 
organization and hope to continue to inspire 
more students to give back to their community. 

 

 
Juniors Dina Martinez, Jamaica Perrier-Morris, Makenna Dixon-Essien, 
and Audrey Webster packing news socks and hats into some of the 
5,000 “street packs”. 
 

 
Students in the Lower School created holiday cards to be 
distributed with each of the “street packs”.  
 

 
San Domenico students and teachers joined 300 other 
volunteers for “Distribution Day” on December 6.   
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Celebrating the Season in Partnership with Adopt-A-Family of Marin 
By Livie Harvell ‘17 

2014 marks the 
sixth year that Social 
Justice Club has 
participated in Adopt-
a-Family of Marin’s 
Holiday Gift program, 
through which low-
income families are 
provided with gifts for 
the holiday season.  

This year, the 
club has raised funds to 
buy gifts for a single 
mother and her two 
teenagers—a boy and a 
girl. They are just one 
of 450 Marin families who will be receiving 
assistances through Adopt-a-Family this Christmas.  

The Social Justice Club typically provides 
gifts for small families with maturing kids, which 
enables the tight-knit San Domenico community and 
the Upper School students to personally relate to 
and understand the family and their situation.  

Usually the supplies that are donated are 
essentials that even San Domenico students need 
and use in daily life. While the kids typically want 
toys and games, their parents tend to be pragmatic, 
requesting cookware, bedding, winter clothes, or gift 

cards for groceries. Last year when 
a sixteen-year-old girl in the 
recipient family was in need of SAT 
prep books, San Domenico students 
easily and happily were able to 
facilitate this.  

In order to give families 
what they need to improve their 
situations, the Social Justice Club 
has held bake sales, as well as sales 
of holiday-themed candy grams.  

The Social Justice Club is 
not the only part of the San 
Domenico community that is 
participating in this year’s program. 
The Middle School’s Service Club, 

some groups of faculty, and even the San Domenico 
Swim team all contributed gifts to other individual 
families.  

Although the reactions of the families when 
they see what they have been given aren't 
experienced directly, San Domenico students have 
received many thank you notes in the past and 
communication of deep gratitude from each family. 
All in all, each holiday season brings a family closer 
to living a better life because of the San Domenico 
community and in turn, the students receive the gift 
of another’s happiness. 

 

The Parable of the Elephant as a Reflection of Community 
By Missy Carlson ‘17
 

 San Domenico students from all three school 
levels recently performed in a production of The 
Parable of the Elephant, a Indian fable in which four 
blind siblings visit an elephant in their village. Each 
child touches a different part of the elephant’s body, 
forming an incomplete perspective, and they argue 
about what the elephant is. When they return home 
their mother who hears them arguing teaches them 
that everybody perceives things differently.  
 To reflect San Domenico’s diverse and 
inclusive community, junior Andrea Yang translated 
the narrative into Mandarin Chinese, and seventh-
grader Ilise Angel provided musical accompaniment 
on the harmonium. The elephant was painted by 
several sixth-graders.  
 Mirza Khan, Director of Religious Studies, 
chose to enact this parable with Theater Arts teacher 
Jennifer Grimes and students across the school levels 
because it relates to the experience of students at 
different levels here at San Domenico. “Our community 
is like an elephant, we are all on different limbs,” said 
Khan. “But once we are able to come together and see 
from others perspectives, we learn that their 
perspectives are true as well.”  

It is for this reason that representatives from 
each age group were chosen, because they represent the 
different limbs of the San Domenico community. The 
San Domenico community has many different parts, 
and when we come together we can see that we are 
similar and complete.   

 
Just after finals ended, seniors Lulu Bernstein, Rachele 
Nagler, Daria Jackson, and Aminat Oladunjoye, and juniors 
Christina Hong and Makenna Dixon-Essien delivered the 
gifts to the offices of Adopt-a-Family of Marin.  

 
Kindergarteners Nate Ryan, Audrey Robley, Lily Weaver, Alexandra 
Berry, and Graham Sethre with Director of Religious Studies Mirza 
Khan, and the elephant.  
 



 
 
 

“Furthering our Mission”: Getting to Know the New Administrators  
By Olivia Holmes ’16, Aeqvitas Editor 

 

This year, San Domenico’s 
Upper School welcomed two new 
administrators, John Berry, who is 
the new Director of the Upper 
School, and John Phillips, the 
Dean of Community Life. 

John Berry has been in the 
field of education for 23 years, 
working in a variety of schools 
including independent, public, K-8 
and K-12, including last year at 
San Domenico, where he worked 
as Associate Director of Teaching 
and Learning and Director of High 
School Advising in the Middle 
School. Prior to coming to San 
Domenico, Berry had been 
Assistant Principal at Tamalpais 
High School.  

Meanwhile, John Phillips, 
the new Dean of Community Life, 
come to San Domenico from the 
East Coast, where he started his 
teaching career at the college level, 
then moving to independent 

schools where he taught as a  
history teacher. Gradually, he 
transitioned into administration. 
John Phillips’ family is living on 
campus, and both administrators 
have children attending San 
Domenico’s Primary School.  

Both spoke of the value 
of San Domenico’s four pillars—
Study, Reflection, Community, 
and Service, which are being 
highlighted during this period of 
dynamic change, which will 
ultimately including expanding 
the student body to include boys.  

Phillips says that for any 
decision he makes, he asks 
himself whether it aligns with the 
four pillars. “Everything we do 
should be about furthering our 
missions and values,” he noted.  

Through this transition, 
Berry believes strengthening 
communication and community 
will be crucial to San Domenico. 
“Community and communication 
come from the same root, we 
cannot have one without the 
other,” he said.  “We know we 
cannot have one without the 
other,” he said. For him, this 

community growth will come from 
a higher level of interaction 
between the branches of schools 
within San Domenico. 

Keeping in line with the 
San Domenico’s emphasis on 
service, both Berry and Phillips 
have long histories of involvement 
in community service projects. 
Berry has volunteered in various 
educational programs, helping 
underserved girls and working 
literacy support programs. Phillips 
has personally given back to the 
community in various ways, 
including working for a nonprofit 
education organization in Europe, 
volunteering as a baseball coach, 
and helping universities build 

departments and programs. 
For both new 

administrators, leadership during 
this time is a personal endeavor as 
well as a professional one. Phillips 

decided to join San Domenico for 
four reasons: San Domenico’s 
values aligned with his own, he 
liked San Domenico’s location in 
terms of its coeducational 
transition, it was a good fit for his 
family, and it offered an 
adventure! 
            Now, for some interesting 
facts about these two new 
additions to the San Domenico 
Community. “I have rafted a class 
5-plus rapid in a remote area of 
Siberia with no evacuation route,” 
said Berry.  As for Phillips, he 
stated that he is known to “peel 
bananas from the middle”—a 
highly uncommon method, but 
perhaps more effective.

 
Upper School Director John Berry visiting the 
Early Ed program, where his daughter, 
Alexandra, attends kindergarten.   
 

 
Dean of Community Life John Phillips 
with Head of School Cecily Stock, 
keeping an eye on the weather on the 
day the storm shut down San Domenico.    
 



Fall Flashback: Garden Day & Multicultural Day on Campus 
By Carly de Frondeville ‘16
  

Earlier this fall, 
two San Domenico 
events took place in the 
Garden of Hope, taking 
advantage of this 
wonderful campus 
location to bring 
together our entire 
diverse community. 
One picturesque 
Saturday afternoon, the 
tinkling laughter of 
children could be heard 
coming from the newly 
renovated San 
Domenico Garden of 
Hope.  

 

Garden Day is an annual 
tradition that crosses all age groups 
at San Domenico; students from 
Pre-Kindergarten through the 
Upper School participate, as well as 
parents and friends. The Garden 
Day was a success, with fun face 
painting and tasty homemade pizza 
fostering a sense of togetherness 
throughout the San Domenico 
community. Sophomore Ogechi 

Egonu attended the event with her 
sister and friends. “Garden Day was 
really fun,” Egonu said. “I especially 
liked meeting and spending time 
with the younger kids that I hadn't 
met before.” Her experience is one 
of many in the San Domenico 
community who felt that they 
became closer with the entire 
school through this event. 

Within the Upper School 
alone, many different cultures and 
nationalities are represented. The 
Multicultural Club set out to create 
a day where all of them could be 
shared and appreciated together. 
Junior Olivia Holmes, President of 
the Club suggested this was a time 
to celebrate. “We wanted to really 
share all the different cultures and 
backgrounds that students in our 
school have,” Holmes said. 
“Through food, music, and dance 
we hoped to create a fun 
environment for people to 
experience the cultural differences 
of their classmates.”  

During club meetings 
during lunch every Monday, 
students in the Multicultural Club 
broke up into groups, or “Regions” 
based on which region’s culture 
each student was representing. The 
club scheduled Multicultural Day 
for the second week of October, to 

coincide with 
Columbus Day, which 
has become culturally 
controversial in recent 
years. The club used 
the occasion to focus 
on the preservation 
and celebration of 
diverse cultures 
around the world. The 
Sunday before the big 
day, the continent 
groups sprung into 
action. “Europe” 
baked what could only 
be described as an 
army of German 

Lebkuchen—gingerbread men, 
while the “Asia” group gathered in 
the dorm kitchen to make sushi 
rolls. “Latin America” brought 
delicious flan custard and “Africa” 
brought sweetbread and chicken. 
“India” provided Tikka Masala.  

 

At the event, the entire 
Upper School met in the garden to 
serve their food and teach the other 
students about the culture. 
Probably one of the most gratifying 
and joyful images of the day was 
when some students and teachers 
could be seen dancing to cultural 
music by the gazebo, more and 
more people joining by the minute. 
The sound laughter filled the air in 
the garden once more. 

 
Sophomores Ugochi Egonu and Sade Amherd selling soaps and other 
products made on campus.  
 

 
Junior Olivia Dai and Angela Wang serve 
sushi in the Garden of Hope during 
Multicultural Day.   
 

 
Director of Sustainability Shelly Flint at 
Garden Day.  
 



Amid this month of rain, service, and stress of final exams, students found time to deck the halls 
with their mentor groups, make gingerbread houses, sing a few carols, exchange ‘Secret Santa’ gifts, 
and perform in the 108th annual performance of the Christmas Tableaux, one of the oldest holiday 
traditions in the Bay Area.  

 


