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San Domenico Wins ‘Green Ribbon’ for Sustainability  
By Edna Siljdedich 

 

On Earth Day—
April 22—San 
Domenico School was 
awarded this year’s 
Green Ribbon Schools 
award by the U.S. 
Department of 
Education for 
excellence in 
sustainability 
practices. San 
Domenico is one of 48 
schools nationwide to 
receive the award this 
year, and the only 
school in northern 
California to receive 
this prestigious honor.  
 San Domenico 
has been working for 
two decades to make 
sustainable practices 
an everyday 
occurrence. President Emerita Sister Gervaise Valpey, 
O.P. headed the project in order to carry out her vision 
of a sustainable campus. Her passion, tenacity and 
cooperation enabled Sister to carry out her vision. 
Sister received a grant in 1994 from the Dominican 
Sisters to work with Sim Van der Ryn, a University of 
California professor of architecture and an expert on 
ecological design. Since then, San Domenico has been 
dedicated to creating a green campus that supports 
environment-friendly practices and curriculum.   

High school senior, Daisy Gutierrez, 
commented, “I’ve been extremely blessed to have 
received such a well-rounded education. Sustainability 
practices and the importance of protecting our planet 
are always incorporated into our curriculum and daily 
lives. From making organic lotions in the garden to just 
composting at lunch, San Domenico works really hard 
to educate us about our environment and what we can 
do to help.” 
 Thanks to Sister’s vision and passion, the 
campus was able to design and cultivate a one-acre 
working organic garden. The majority of San 
Domenico’s campus has been devoted to ecologically 
beneficial uses including developing innovative water, 

waste and pest 
management 
processes. The campus 
is home to more than 
2,000 solar panels, 
enabling the school to 
reduce emissions by 
860,000 pounds per 
year and offset up to 
65% of its energy use. 
San Domenico’s 
sustainability practices 
span the majority of 
the school’s physical 
area and are integrated 
across the curriculum 
for all grade levels.  
 Fellow senior 
and Student Body 
Environmental 
Coordinator, as well as 
Green Team leader, 
Camellia Schinner, 
agreed, saying, 

“Student and faculty participation this year has been 
exceptional. Everyone’s been really involved in making 
the campus a more sustainable place, and beginning to 
change their habits to be more environmentally 
conscious, especially with the JouleBug application.” 
Schinner has developed an application specific to San 
Domenico called JouleBug. She wanted to incorporate 
the school’s unique iPad program for a fun and free 
way to engage students in sustainability. It’s an 
innovative way for students and faculty to get involved 
together in making the campus more sustainable.  
  Science teacher Hilary Staples discussed the 
transformation San Domenico has undergone in the 
last two decades, “I’ve been here for sixteen years and 
the school is continually working on accomplishing 
new things to improve our programs in sustainability, 
from facilities to food to curriculum.” She added that 
San Domenico is constantly growing, always working 
towards cultivating its programs to create the most 
environmental-friendly campus it can. While San 
Domenico has succeeded in its mission for 
sustainability, its programs will continue to expand and 
grow in order to achieve the most ecologically 
beneficial practices and curricula for its students and 
faculty.   

 
California Lieutenant Governor Gavin Newsom with Maddie Murphy ’15, Head 
of School Cecily Stock, Erin Halbrecht ’14, Cammy Schinner ’14, Daria 
Jackson ’15, Sydney Levine ’14, Science Department Chair Hillary Staples, 
and Aminat Oladunjoye ’15 at the celebration last month. The t-shirts were 
designed by Director of Sustainability Shelly Flint.  



 
Students Celebrate Holi, the Hindu Spring Festival of Colors  
By Olivia Holmes ‘16 
 

On April 
7th, San Domenico 
High School 
celebrated the Holi 
Festival, an ancient 
Hindu celebration 
marking the 
beginning of 
spring. Also know 
as the “Festival of 
Colors”, it is 
celebrated all 
around the world 
among Hindu 
communities, and 
other South Asian 
communities, 
usually during late 
March. Traditional 
Holi Festivals are 
public bonfires full 
of singing and dancing. The 
following day, the community will 
playfully throw colorful powders 
and water at each other to 
commemorate the many colors to 
come during spring. Not only do 
these festivities symbolize the 
coming of the next season, they 
show brotherhood and 
friendliness among people. 
Participants in this festival 
traditionally will wear white to 
symbolize the equality of the 
castes during this day. 

Senior Sydney Levine had 
the idea to bring this festival to 
San Domenico, which was then 
organized by the Multicultural 
Club. The club bought and 
distributed vibrant washable 
chalk of purple, blue, red, pink, 
yellow and green colors. These 
types of brightly colored chalks 
are very popular for Holi 
Festivals today, replacing the 
traditionally more natural colors 
that come from turmeric and 
other spices and plants.  

High school students had 
fun throwing brightly colored 
chalk at one other, participating 

in this international tradition of 
sisterhood. “I was excited to 
participate in the Holi Festival at 
San Domenico, because I felt like 
it was great way to celebrate 
together in a festival of unity and 
sisterhood,” commented senior 
Daisy Gutierrez.  

Senior Oshani 
Gunasekara, 
Multicultural 
Club leader, 
was motivated 
to organize this 
event because 
she liked the 
idea of 
introducing the 
school to a 
Hindu 
celebration, 
which had 
never been 
done in her 
time at San 
Domenico. 
"Our club 
wanted to raise 
awareness of 

cultures not currently 
represented in our student body 
in a fun way,” Gunasekara said. 
While the high school’s Holi 
Festival may not have been the 
full-length of the traditional 
festival, it did capture its essence 
of fun and friendship.  

  

 

 
Sophomores Jamaica Perrier-Morris, Makenna Dixon-Essien, and Juliana Johnson at the 
Holi festival, a celebration of spring and vitality.    

 
During the Holi celebration, participants wear white and cover one another with vibrant 
powdered dyes to celebrate the return of spring.  
  



 
Stunning Cabaret Transports San Domenico to 1930s-era Berlin  
By Daria Jackson ‘15 

The San Domenico High 
School Theatre Department 
moved audiences again with their 
three-night performance of the 
musical, Cabaret. From April 3 to 
5th, the department brought 
audiences back to 1931 Berlin, 
just before the rise of the Nazis.  

Based in a popular 
nightclub, the Kit Kat Klub, the 
show starred sophomore Amy 
Kwon playing Sally Bowles, a 
British cabaret show girl, and her 
relationship with American writer 
Cliff Bradshaw, who was played 
by senior Holly Wheeler. There 
was not a dry eye in the house 
when it came to the ill-fated 
romance between Fräulein 
Schnieder, a German boarding 
house owner, and Herr Schultz, a 

Jewish fruit vendor. 
The musical was moving 

and beautifully portrayed, a truly 
enjoyable performance for all 
who came. The show’s power 
comes from the audiences’ 
entanglement in the pure 
merriment of the show that it’s 
not difficult to forget we’re 
moving straight into the abyss of 
the Holocaust and Hitler’s Third 
Reich.   

Junior Ashley 
Mulshenock, one of the Kit Kat 
Klub performers, was spot on in 
her reflection of the musical, 
which addresses the Nazi 
oppression of the era. "Cabaret's
cheerful songs and dance moves 
couldn't hide the heavy subject 
matter." 
 

 
The cast of Cabaret, which is set in Berlin just before the Nazi seizure of power. 
  

 
Sophomore Amy Kwon ’16 as nightclub 
performer Sally Bowles in Cabaret.  
 
   

 
The promotional poster for the concert featured 
original artwork by junior Erika Johnson. 
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Spring Discovery: From the Bay to the Balkans . . . again!  
By Sasha Nakae ‘15
 

During the last week of 
March, ten San Domenico students 
prepared for their trip to Bosnia 
and Herzegovina this summer. This 
program, founded in 2000 by San 
Domenico teachers Ian Sethre and 
Jill Hoefgen, brings students to 
Vares, a small town in Bosnia, 
where they work in a multiethnic 
summer school. The students at the 
school are used to being taught in 
ethnically segregated classrooms, 
which has been the norm for them 
since the Bosnian Civil War in the 
mid-1990s. San Domenico students 
have participated since 2004.  

The goal of the school is to 
use learning, sports, and art 
projects to unite the country’s next 
generation and heal some of the 
resentment left over by the Bosnian 
war. Over these short five days, 

students learned about the history 
of Bosnia, the dynamics of Bosnia 
leading up to and during the war, 
human rights and refugees in a 
global context, contemporary 
Bosnia, and everything in between.  

Studies ranged from 
major events during the war to local 
food and language. Junior Shea 
Rounds commented, “a valuable 

part of our week was learning about 
the actions of various individuals, 
organizations, and governments 
who are working towards justice for 
war victims.” This was highlighted 
during the group’s visit to the 
Center for Justice and 
Accountability (CJA) in San 
Francisco. The CJA files civil suits 
against war criminals from all over 

the world, in hopes of giving victims 
closure and providing a channel to 
the incarceration of criminals in 
their home countries.  

Senior Edna Siljdedich, who 
was born in Sarajevo, joined the 
group and provided some basic 
language instruction, and graduates 
Jacqui Morgan ’05, and Samantha 
LaRoy ’08 shared their experiences 
and advice with the group.  

Students also watched 
twelve films and documentaries 
having to do with Bosnian life, 
before, during, and after the war. 
The movies were emotionally 
intense and gave students an 
insight into the lives of Bosnian 
people that reading articles 
couldn’t. Junior Jolene Guerin said, 
“the films also connected to our 
studies of modern Bosnia and how 
people are coming together around 
film, sports, and urbanization.”  

The week concluded by 
reflecting on the trip’s meaning and 
the roles the students would play as 
individuals and as a unit. It was an 
exciting and intense week of 
preparation. “We walked away from 
it even more excited about our 
summer to come,” said junior 
Maddie Murphy.  

 
The students visited the Center for Justice and Accountability, where they learned 
about human rights law with CJA staffers Danielle Knutson and Maggi Qerimi, whose 
career has also included work at the International Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia. 
 

 
Junior Daria Jackson ’15 (back row center) designed and sold a t-shirt that raised 
$1,279 toward the purchase of art supplies and balls for the program.  
 



  

Spring Discovery: Freshman Team Building and Growing Together  
By Rachele Nagler ‘15 
 

Late March 
brought many 
opportunities and 
expeditions to the 
high school students 
and teachers at San 
Domenico. Each 
year, the San 
Domenico High 
School sets aside a 
week for Spring 
Discovery, a week for 
students to learn in a 
nontraditional school 
environment. This 
year’s freshmen class 
of 51 experienced 
Spring Discovery by 
taking advantage of 
the mandatory 
Freshmen Team 
Building and Growing Together. 
The class objective was to learn 

and explore the sacredness and 
values of all life while exploring 
meaningful self-discovery, too. 
The week represents the 
Dominican values and vision, in 
an exciting and academic way.  

Each day, the class would 
travel to different destinations to 
explore our beautiful California 
coasts, community, and 
ecosystem. Students began the 
week with a beach clean up at 
Bodega Bay before heading to 
Saint Dorothy’s Retreat Center in 
Occidental to prepare for a ropes 
course on Tuesday. Throughout 
the rest of the week students 
made food, natural skin care 
products, gardening, and learning 
about the importance of 
preserving our ecosystems. 
Ugochi Egonu expressed, “each 
group made something different, 
including hummus, cous cous, 
deodorant, or lip balm! I made 
the best hummus!”  

Overall, the week taught 
the students the importance and 
value of self-discovery and the 
Dominican vision. One student, 
Madison Dempster added, “I’ve 

learned and 
bonded with the 
roots of my daily 
community. I 
learned about 
many valuable 
qualities that San 
Domenico has, 
from the 
importance of 
respect and 
integrity.” The 
freshman Spring 
Discovery is an 
important and 
necessary facet of 
their education and 
growth, both as 
students and as 
young women.  

 
 

 
Freshmen Luna Katai, Sana Kacker, Vanessa Gutierrez, and Alejandra Leon 
at the Marin Organics farm near Novato.  

Sana Kacker ’17 removing invasive 
weeds at the Marin Organics farm near 
Novato.  

 
Undaunted by weather, freshman 
Rachael Evans ’17 and math teacher 
Kristi Epke weeding and tilling at Marin 
Organics farm near Novato.   
 



Twenty Delegates Represent San Domenico at 62nd Berkeley Model UN  
Edna Siljdedich ‘14 

 

During the first 
weekend of March, San 
Domenico School was 
represented at UC Berkeley’s 
62nd Model United Nations 
Conference, along with history 
teacher Ian Sethre and ESL 
teacher Janet Christensen. 
Model UN is an academic 
simulation of the United 
Nations that aims to 
educate participants 
about current events, topics in 
international relations, 
diplomacy and the UN agenda. 
This year’s conference cause is 
“water.org.” The UN named 
2013 the year of International 
Water Cooperation and 
BMUN hopes to further its 
goals in increasing water and sanitation access in 
developing countries. BMUN ultimately hopes to 
educate its delegates about water issues all over the 
world throughout conference weekend, ranging from 
guest speakers to the Organization of American 
States’ topic on Water Security in the Americas. 
Berkley Model UN (BMUN) aims to train young 
political leaders so as to create a better future for the 
world.  

With over 1,000 delegates from all over the 
world participating in the conference, delegates are 
able to express their own ideas about topics, find 
solutions to solve problems among countries, write 

resolutions with a 
team and present 
them in front of 
other delegates to 
gain support. 
Model UN gives 
students a fun way 
to develop 
leadership skills, 
practice public 
speaking and 
teamwork. 
Sophomore Blake 
Thompson said, “I 
was really nervous 
going into the 
conference, but I 
was able to present 
my resolution and 
work with other 

delegates to find a suitable solution. I’ve learned a lot 
from this experience and I look forward to 
participating in future Model UN conferences.”  

This year, San Domenico had delegates 
representing Palestine, Cameroon, Cambodia, Zhou 
Xiaochuan, the Governor of the People’s Bank of 
China, and U.S. Senator Deb Fischer. San Domenico’s 
twenty delegates participated in a variety of 
committees including the World Health 
Organization, UN Environmental Organization, 
Organization for Islamic Cooperation, Chinese State 
Council, and the United States Senate.  

 

Class of 2014 Spends Final Week on Campus Beautification 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
The 2013-2014 San Domenico Model United Nations Delegation at 
the 62nd annual Cal Berkeley Conference in March 2014.    

 
The seniors broke up the old asphalt, designed and painted a mandala on the high school building, and did some landscaping.  




