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Quartet of Seniors Spend Their Summer with Children in Taiwan  
By Sahar Afrakhan ‘14 
 

 Last summer, 
seniors Nadia Ting, 
Holly Wheeler, Yi Ning 
Wong, and Nicole Wu, 
travelled to Taipei, 
Taiwan to serve in a 
facility that serves 
underprivileged 
children, many of whom 
were orphans abandoned 
by undocumented 
migrants, and some were 
even diagnosed with the 
HIV/AIDS virus. The 
quartet first learned 
about the Harmony 
Home Association from 
Wong's mother and they 
decided to research the 
cause and educate themselves about HIV/AIDS, 
which enabled them to later visit Wu’s local high 
school in Taipei and spread awareness. Wong 
described it as her “most 
eye-opening experience so 
far.”  
 Each morning, these 
four took an hour-long 
train ride to the shelter, 
and then spent their days 

playing with and 
caring for the kids. 
They found that 
many of the mothers 
stay with their 
children due to a 
range of personal 
issues including 
illness and addiction. 
One particular 
moment that stood 
out to Wu was the 
day they visited the 
adult wing of the 
shelter. Most adults 
were at a terminal 
stage of AIDS and 
others were 
struggling with drug 

addiction. "I felt like we were bothering them, rather 
than helping them,” Wu said “We felt lost and didn't 
know how to help them.” 

 Leaving the shelter, they described themselves 
as more humbled. “It was definitely a challenge for all 
of us, and I was never good with kids in the first 
place,” Ting said “But it ended up to be much more 
fulfilling and fun than I thought it would be!”  
 “None of us expected to become attached to the 
kids,” Ting added. “But we did.”  

 

 
Seniors Holly Wheeler and Nadia Ting spent their summer with 
children in an orphanage in Taiwan.  
 

 
Senior Yi Ning Wong’s “most eye-opening experience so far.” 
 

 
Senior Nicole Wu, at home in Taiwan, working with local children.  
 



Celebrating Twenty Years of the Julie Davis Butler Service Award  
By Leslie Flores ‘09 
	  

This article was written by Leslie Flores 
’09, onetime co-coordinator of the Social 
Justice Club. Leslie received the Julie 
Davis Butler Award in 2008 and the St. 
Rose of Lima Service Award upon 
graduation in 2009. Leslie died in a car 
accident in 2012.  

This year marks the twentieth 
anniversary of the inception of the 
Julie Davis Butler Award, a student 
service grant to honor the 1959 
graduate who dedicated her life to 
service, community and family 
before her untimely death in an 
airplane crash in 1987. “It is a very 
important year to celebrate and 
honor Julie’s legacy,” Sister Gervaise 
Valpey, President Emerita of San 
Domenico School, said of the 
scholarship, which is supported by Julie Davis Butler’s 
family, friends and classmates.  

As a student, Julie Davis was a strong leader 
from the start. Sister Gervaise remembers Julie as 
“quietly strong, determined, preserving, loving and 
selfless.” She was class president for three consecutive 
years, and was selected by her classmates to represent 

Mary in Tableaux.  She loved the 
outdoors and was a supportive friend 
to many.  

She became a single parent 
after her husband’s plane was shot 
down during the Vietnam War.  
She became an active advocate for 
humane treatment of prisoners while 
her husband remained in a 
Vietnamese prison camp for five 
years. She regularly petitioned 
Congress to prioritize the release of 
POWs.   

Over the last two decades, 
more than a total of $54,000 has 
been awarded to 52 San Domenico 
juniors who have volunteered in 
many countries such as Chile, China, 

Northern Ireland, and Tanzania. This year the Julie 
Davis Butler Award sponsored seven girls to engage in 
service around the globe and right here in Marin—a 
fitting tribute to her legacy.   

Every September, San Domenico holds an 
assembly, in which recipients of the award honor Davis 
Butler by presenting on their experiences.  

The Social Justice Club is proud to dedicate this 
issue of our newsletter to her memory.  
 

Daneilia Changeux Helps Bring Magic to the ‘Reading Wizards’ in San Rafael 
By Camille Ayanruoh ‘15    

 For senior Danelia 
Changeux’s R.O.S.E service project, 
she worked with a program called 
“Reading Wizards” at James B. 
Davidson Middle School in San 
Rafael. The program is intended to 
help teach low-income middle 
school students to improve their 
reading abilities. Every Friday, 
Changeux and five other mentors 
met with ten students to discuss 
books like Wonder by R.J Palacio. 
At one point, they went on a field 
trip to an Oakland A’s game.  
 Chageaux believes that 
reading skills should be taught at a 
young age so that students can be 
prepared for higher education and 
future career options. Many of the 
kids that participated don't have the 
money or support to succeed in a 
rigorous academic environment.   
 Changeux recalls that at first, 
the kids weren't attentive or even 
fully awake, but as time went on 

they became more comfortable and 
willing to share and participate. 
“We had sad, happy, and frustrating 
times, but I would not change this 
experience for anything in the 
world,” Changeux explained. “We 
may have been scared to meet one 

another, but in the end we became 
best friends”.  
 Changeux is looking forward 
to going back next year and 
hopefully expanding the program to 
include more volunteers from San 
Domenico. 

 

 
Julie Davis in her 1959 Yearbook photo. 
 

 
Danelia Changeux (bottom left) with the students and other volunteers involved 
in the Reading Wizards program.     



Sydney Levine’s “Rustic Pathway” to the Floating Villages of Cambodia  
By Shea Rounds ‘15 
 

 Last June, 
senior Sydney Levine 
‘14 participated in a 
ten-day service-
learning project in 
the Cambodian 
village of Prek Toal, 
which floats on a 
tributary of Tonle 
Sap Lake. Levine, 
who received support 
from the Julie Davis 
Butler service 
scholarship, travelled 
to the region with 
Rustic Pathways, an 
organization that 
coordinates 
international service 
opportunities for 
volunteers. “I wanted 
to go to Cambodia 
because its rich history drew me 
in,” Levine explained.  

 Levine was particularly 
interested in the Khmer Rouge 
communist regime’s genocidal 
atrocities of the 1970s, and how the 
legacy of these atrocities—which 
resulted in the deaths of nearly 

three million Cambodians—affects 
the growth and development of the 
country today.  “It was utterly life-

changing,” she reflected. “I feel like 
I came back a completely different 
person.” 
 During her time in the 
floating village, Levine taught basic 
English along with some dance and 

art in a rural 
school for 
children aged five 
to thirteen. The 
children showed 
Levine their 
favorite games, 
including a very 
complicated 
game involving 
four people, a 
huge looped 
string between 
them and 
cartwheeling to 
get from one side 
to the next, never 
losing touch of 
the string. 
Sydney then 
showed them 
how to juggle and 

play Duck Duck Goose. “I will never 
forget the way the children in Prek 
Toal village were so eager to learn,” 
Levine said. “And how they smiled 
wide and were so happy to see me 
every day.” 

 
 The most rewarding part of 
the trip for Levine was when she 
interviewed the head of the 
household in her home-stay about 
the genocide. “People were 
surprisingly willing to tell me about 
their experiences in the genocide,” 
Levine reflected. They appreciated 
the opportunity to share their 
stories.  
 “I will definitely be making 
my way back in the future,” Levine 
said. “It felt like I had come home”.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Senior Sydney Levine in the classroom with children in the floating village of 
Prek Toal in Cambodia.   

 
Senior Sydney Levine helps repaint the school in the floating village.     



Amanda Tsai’s Summer with Children off the Coast of Nigeria  
By Edna Siljdedich ‘14, Aeqvitas Editor  
 

 Senior Amanda Tsai ‘14 was 
among many in her class who spent 
this past summer engaged in 
service. She spent the month of July 
working with local schoolchildren 
on Bonny Island, off the coast of 
Nigeria. Bonny Island is not a 
destination for regular tourists or 
visitors; to get there, Tsai had to 
take a small plane, and then boat.  

 Tsai chose to work in Nigeria 
because her parents are currently 
living there and heard of volunteer 
opportunities in the village. With 
the help of some local connections 
and financial support from the Julie 
Davis Butler memorial scholarship, 

she coordinated her initiative on 
her own. She has been very 
interested in the economic, social, 
and political state of Nigeria—and 
these issues were the focus of her 
sophomore history research project. 
Nigeria is a very wealthy country, 
with a large amount of natural gas, 

but many of its citizens are living in 
poverty. “I wanted to go see first-
hand what Nigeria was like, what 
was going on locally, and what I 

could do,” Tsai explained. 
 There are two communities 
on the island—those who work in 
the resource industry, whose 
children attend the Nigerian 
Liquefied Natural Gas (NLNG) 
School, and the poorer migrant 
families, whose children attend the 

Jem Royal Academy. Tsai was 
particularly inspired by her work 
with the local children, who come 
from families of migrant workers, 
low-wage workers, or even 
prostitutes. “Meeting these children 
and seeing their pure, smiling faces, 
I couldn't tell what kind of 
background they had or what 
hardships they had endured in their 
lives,” Tsai said. “The first time 
meeting them they treated me as if 
they had known me for years” 
 Tsai noted that the experience 
was humbling and helped her come 
to some realizations about her own 
society. “Americans can be 
wasteful,” she noted. “Many of us 
throw away things that are 
completely usable, take for granted 
the fact that we can choose from 
eight different kinds of apples, or 
that we don't have to drink soda 
because it's cheaper than water.” 
 Tsai concluded by saying that 
she learned from the values and 
sense of community she 
experienced firsthand. “The 
Nigerian people affected me so 
deeply and moved me with their 
kindness, openness, and 
hospitality,” she said. 

 
Amanda Tsai and some of her enthusiastic students on Bonny Island, off the 
coast of Nigeria in west Africa. 
 

 
Amanda Tsai and some of her enthusiastic students on Bonny Island, off the 
coast of Nigeria in west Africa. 
 



 
A San Domenico Tradition: Seniors and Alumnae Return to Bosnia  
By Sydney Levine ‘14 
 

 Last June, 
seniors Sahar 
Afrakhan ‘14 and 
Edna Siljdedich ‘14 
travelled to Bosnia-
Herzegovina, along 
with San Domenico 
graduate Kristina 
Meyers ‘12, to teach 
in a multiethnic 
summer school in the 
ethnically-divided 
mountain town of 
Vareš. Both students 
received Julie Davis 
Butler memorial 
scholarships to help 
finance the endeavor.   
 During their 
time in the country, 
Afrakhan and 
Siljdedich were 
immersed in the 
country’s rich history as 
well as the lingering 
effects of the civil war 
of the 1990s. This 
ethnic conflict between Orthodox Christian Serbs, 
Muslim Bosnians, and Catholic Croats resulted in the 

deaths of more than 100,000 and the displacement of 
more than half the country’s population. 
 Although the war is over, there is a lot of tension 
still in the country. The town where the summer school 
was run, Vareš, still uses the system of “two schools 
under one roof” in the primary school, which means 

that the Bosniak kids 
are separated from the 
Croat children. 
  
The summer school 
was first started by art 
teacher Jill Hoefgen 
and history teacher Ian 
Sethre in 2000, and in 
past years, San 
Domenico teachers 
have coordinated 
service trips to Bosnia 
for San Domenico 
students, and several 
alumnae have also 
volunteered their own. 
Senior Edna 
Siljdedich, who was 

born in Sarajevo at the end of the civil war of the 
1990s, helped out at the summer school in 2011 
and she was eager to return. “I loved it so much I 

decided to go again and do it as my R.O.S.E. project,” 
Siljdedich reflected. 
 For Siljdedich, whose brother, grandparents, and 
many friends still live in the country, this has been an 
important opportunity to connect. “As a Bosnian, I can 
really understand the conflict and the need, especially 
for this kind of program,” Siljdedich said.  
 Afrakhan agreed. “The kids showed me so much 
more about acceptance and love than I ever thought 
possible,” Afrakhan said.  

 
 

 
Edna Siljdedich at work in the classroom in the Bosnian town of Vareš .  

 
Sahar Afrakhan in the classroom with local children in the 
Bosnian town of Vareš .  

 
Alumna Kristina Meyers ’12 in the gym at the summer school 
in Vareš 



Lisa Chen Helps Map a Greener Future in Coastal China  
By Fiona Wang ‘14 
 

 Senior Lisa Chen ‘14 
spent her summer 
vacation in Hangzhou, 
China, where she worked 
on a sustainability project 
with Green Map, an 
international 
nongovernmental 
organization that 
promotes environmental 
consciousness.  
 Through Green Map 
initiatives, participants are 
able to gain an 
understanding of their 
consumption of energy 
and resources and its 
relationship to sustainable 
living, nature, culture and 
society. With support from the Julie Davis Butler 
memorial service scholarship, Chen was able to 
participate in several conferences to discuss possible 
solutions for environmental hazards and designs for a 
green economy and help spread awareness of these 
issues. Chen visited different universities in the 
region to promote Green Map, and spread awareness 

of the concept of “ecological 
footprints”.  
 “Green Map connects 
people with their environments, 
because by understanding our 
carbon footprints,” Chen 
explained. “People can 
understand that their 
interaction with the natural 
environment actually occurs 
every single second.”  
 Through this experience, 

Chen realized the urgency of environmental justice. 
As a result, she brought these ideas back to San 
Domenico and decided to open a Green Map plan in 
the high school. With future participation and 
support from the Volunteer Club and fellow students, 
Chen is very excited for the difference that Green 
Map could make at San Domenico.

 

Fiona Wang Gives Back to; Learns from Seniors in her Hometown 
By Yi Ning Wong ’14
 

 We are all aware of the 
pressing and newsworthy issues 
surrounding the world: poverty, 
starvation and corruption, but we 
often get so absorbed in these large 
scale problems that we tend to 
forget the injustice that is also 
happening only a mile away from 
us.  

 For senior Fiona Wang ’14, 
who grew up near an elderly care 
center in Wuxi City, China, another 
significant issue is the treatment of 
elderly citizens. In the span of two 
months over this past summer, 
Wang devoted her time to not only 
helping to feed and bathe the 

residents of Foushou Senior House, 
but also interacting and forming 
close bonds with—and learning 
from—these seniors.  
 From Wang’s perspective, 
they are often marginalized from 
the world outside the senior home, 

and are even neglected 
by their relatives who 
still work. One resident 
who left a particular 
impression on Fiona is a 
90-year-old woman who 
used to be a head nurse, 
who now spent most of 
her days just waiting for 
volunteers to visit.  
 “I realized that at 
this point in life, 
materialistic items aren’t 
really as important,” 
Wang said. “Regardless 
of your past 
accomplishments, once 
you reach a certain age 

you will always become dependent 
upon others,” 
 Wang’s bonds with the 
residents are lasting and she plans 
to visit them again as soon as she 
gets the chance.  

 

 
Lisa Chen, seen here participating in the Marin  
Coastal Cleanup, has brought her passion for 
environmentalism home to China.  

 
Zeng, a resident of the Foushou Senior House with 
volunteer Fiona Wang.  

vacation in Hangzhou, 
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on a sustainability project 
with Green Map, an 

nongovernmental 
organization that 
promotes environmental 

Through Green Map 



Service High in the Mountains of China’s Sichuan Province  
By Edna Siljdedich ‘14, Aeqvitas Editor 

 

Last summer seniors Grace 
He and Melika Mai, along with 
Sophomore Moment Li, staffed a 
summer school for children of 
migrant laborers in the Sichuan 
province of China. The program ran 
for two weeks in July and was held 

at a local primary school called Siga. 
This is the second year that He and 
Mai, who first journeyed to 
mountainous Sichuan to work at the 
school last year, organized the 
school themselves and taught the 

children art, science, and history. The town where they 
held the school, Daliangshan, is located at a very high 
altitude so the people living there can only plant 
potatoes and cabbage, meaning their income is 
extremely limited.  
 The kids trekked for two hours to get to school 
each day and there are only a few teachers working at 
the school. The students are only taught Chinese and 
math. He and Mai decided to bring various activities 
and classes to the children, to give them a broader 
range of subjects. Since income is so limited, many kids 
come to school without lunches. The volunteers began 
a free lunch program last year that has continued, 
giving the students free lunches every day. They also 
took the kids on a field trip to a satellite-launching 

center near the town. 
 Many of the children at the school are Yi, an 
ethnic group primarily living in rural regions of central 
China, many are the children of farmers, herders, or 
nomadic hunters. This made it difficult for Melika and 
Grace to communicate with the children, because they 
speak an entirely different language. They had to speak 
slowly and be very patient. “In the end, we figured the 
best way to deal with the language barrier was to let 
some of the older students translate for us,” Mai 
recalled. 

 On the last day of school they held a sports 
competition and talent show. Melika added that this 
was her favorite part of the trip. “The kids who won 
made us bouquets of flowers, it was very sweet!” Mai 
said. “I was touched by the kindness the kids showed 
us and I am excited to go back,” He added.  

 

 
Seniors Melika Mai and Grace He, with Sophomore Moment Li and local children 
in rural Sichuan province.  

 
Melika Mai with her students and their artwork.   

 
Grace He shares a laugh with locals in Daliangshan.   



Seniors Travel to the “Roof of the World” to Help Orphans in Nepal 
By Susan Sun ’15

 Last June, five seniors from San 
Domenico High School travelled to 
the village of Chitwan, in the 
mountains of Nepal, where they 
worked in a children’s orphanage. The 
quintet—Lisa Chen, Dorothy Lee, 
Alice Gu, Kelly Sun, and Fiona 
Wang—stayed with a host family in 
the village, which was accessible only 

by a rough six-hour bus ride from the capital, 
Kathmandu.  
 For Gu, Lee, and Sun, each of whom received 
Julie Davis Butler funding, their participation in the 
program at the Asna Orphanage was an engaging way 
to fulfill their R.O.S.E service requirements. Their 
mornings were spent planting pumpkins and weeding 
in the nursery that yields vegetables for the residents 
of the orphanage. “Since it was real farming, we had to 
squat in the field for several hours,” Gu recalled.  They 
spent their afternoons teaching English and helping 
the older children do their homework.  
 Gu explained that they chose to go to Nepal, a 

small mountainous country wedged between India 
and her native China, because they wanted to 
understand the turmoil and other issues there. Gu, 
Lee, and Sun described this experience as challenging 
but meaningful event. Through this experience, they 
understood more about the harsh lives of the people 
and realized that the conditions of their own lives are 
much better than most. According to Dorothy Lee, 
"Contentment is not the fulfillment of what you want,” 
Dorothy Lee said. “But the realization of how much 
you already have” 

 

 
Seniors Dorothy Lee, Kelly Sun, and Alice Gu, surrounded by students who 
revered them with a ceremony of adorning their foreheads with red paint.   
 

 
Lee, Gu, and Sun working in the pumpkin patch.   

 
Dorothy Lee learns to nurse a goat in Chitwan, Nepal.  
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