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San Domenico Celebrates Earth Day with Work and Play 
By Cameron Mine ‘14 

 
Since the 

inception of Earth 
Day 40 years ago, it 
has become the 
most-widely 
celebrated 
international event. 
As Earth Day fell on 
a Sunday, San 
Domenico’s students 
and faculty took the 
entire following 
Friday—April 27—to 
celebrate the 
occasion with myriad 
educational and fun 
activities organized 
by Biology teacher 
Hilary Staples and 
the School’s “Green 
Team”.  

The day began with an early 

morning assembly led by student 
Sustainability Coordinator junior 
Rita Hu, who, along with Staples, 
explained our effect on the 
environment and our role in 
protecting it. “In order for our 

population to have a just world 
between both people and natural 
spaces we need to understand what 

we are doing wrong,” 
said Staples. “And 
how we can make 
things work”  

Throughout 
the day, students 
participated in a 
range of activities, 
including uprooting 
invasive weeds from 
the creek bed with 
Stephanie Albert, 
learned about vegan 
cooking from local 
chef Miyoko 
Schinner, created 
environmental art 
with Visual Arts 
teacher Logan Wood, 

and learned the science of “green 
cleaning” with Chemistry teacher 
Robin Huffman. Some even 
created their own recycled fashions 
with seniors in the AP 

Environmental Science 
course.   
 For many 
students, these activities 
helped students develop 
greater understanding 
of the issues and 
aspects. “It made me 
realize how important 
the health of the Earth 
is,” said sophomore 
Grace He. “I know I 
have to do what I can to 
help it”.  
 For lunch, 
students and faculty 
gathered on the patio 
outside the dining hall, 
and sang along with the 
faculty bluegrass band. 
The day culminated 

back at the Hall of the Arts with a 

closing ceremony and preview of 
the Spring Performing Arts 
performance, which included 
different types of dance, ranging 
from classical to Hip Hop. 

 
The first shift of the brush-clearing detail, at work down by the creek.  

 
English teacher Dirk Weiss leading the traditional sing-along of 
Gillian Welch’s “Orphan Girl,” with students on the patio.   
 

 
Senior Kiara Barbieri models a 
sweatshirt fashioned from chip bags.  

The Voice of the San 
Domenico Social Justice 
Club, named in honor of 
the Roman goddess of 
justice & fair dealings.  



 
SD Community Gathers for Annual Oxfam Hunger Banquet  
By Edna Siljdedich ’14 

 
On February 

28, San Domenico's 
Social Justice Club 
hosted the school’s 
annual Oxfam 
Hunger Awareness 
Banquet. The Hunger 
Banquet reminds 
people of poverty in 
the world, and on a 
local level. On this 
day each year the 
students and faculty 
eat only beans and 
rice to express 
solidarity and 
encourage reflection. 
As preparation of 
this simple meal is 
far less expensive 
than the usual lunch 
options, the money 
saved by the 
kitchen—usually around $300—is 
then donated to Oxfam 
International, an organization that 

is active in more than 90 countries, 
working with local organizations to 

address issues of poverty and 
injustice. 
            In recent years, the Club has 

invited local activists and officials 
who address the issue of food 

insecurity on a local 
level, right here in 
the Bay Area. This 
year’s  
guest speaker, 
Richard Gallagher, a 
volunteer and board 
member at the 
Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul 
dining room in San 
Rafael, spoke about 
problems and 
solutions for the 
poor in Marin. 
            St. Vincent’s 
de Paul Society 
provides assistance 
all over the United 
States and the rest 
of the world. In 
2009, the Society 
provided some form 
of assistance to 

almost 15 million people 
worldwide, including financial 
assistance for 83,000 here in the 
US. Gallagher explained that the 
dining room is open year-round to 
anyone, whether they need help 
paying rent, or are homeless due to 
drug abuse, mental illness, or 
economic hardship, especially 
during the ongoing Recession. For 
faculty and students alike, this 
served as a reminder that hunger 
affects not only starving children 
on the other side of the globe, but 
families right here, closer to home. 
"It is always good to have a 
reminder of how fortunate we are,” 
said Math teacher Kristi Epke. “I 
particularly appreciated the 
speaker from the St. Vincent de 
Paul dining room, a very local 
reminded of the need right here in 
Marin.” The students agreed, “I am 
glad I was able to learn about St. 
Vincent de Paul,” said sophomore 
Oshani Guneskara. “I think that 
the work they do is really great.” 

 

  

 
Juniors Olivia Ayanruoh, Sydney Cheng, and Melody Seo serve up rice and beans to 
senior Alison LaRoy at the Hunger Banquet in Domenican Hall. 
 

 
Members of the Social Justice club organized the event and served the lunch to their 
peers.  



“Breaking Barriers”: Christina Chuang Volunteers in Thailand  
By Libby Reyff ’12  
 
 Last summer, senior 
Christine Chuang travelled to  
Udon Thani, Thailand, to work 
with Rustic Pathways, a service 
learning organization. Chuang’s 
program, Rice Paddies, Monks & 
Smiling Children, allowed her to 
choose from twelve different 
service projects in order to 
complete her Real Opportunities 
for Service Education (R.O.S.E) 
project. To maximize educational 
and cultural opportunities, the 
group worked on one project in 
the morning, and another 
separate project in the afternoon.  
 Chuang’s work dealt 
specifically with the villagers in 
Udon Thani. The goal of the 
program was to improve their 
overall quality of life. To 
accomplish this, Chuang’s group 
cooked and delivered meals to 
elderly people, built new houses 
and made renovations to existing 
houses, taught English at local 
schools, planted rice, interacted 
with kindergarteners, provided 
vaccinations to dogs, assisted 
villagers in measuring their blood 
pressure and discovering their 
blood types, and visited an 
orphanage.  

 Despite the long days being 
filled with rewarding work, Chuang 
still had time to experience Thai 
culture. Additionally, Rustic 
Pathways provided that Chuang 
meet people from all over the 
world. This strengthened the 
significance of her Thai 

experience through a newfound 
understanding of many points of 
view.  

 “The trip taught me that as 
long as we're willing to open our 
hearts, verbal communication is 
less of a problem than we think,” 
said Chuang. “Body language, a 
smile, and a laugh can often break 
the barrier. I was amazed by the 
close friendships I formed, and 
how much I felt part of the 
extended Thai family.”  

“The more you put into it,” 
she continued, “the more fun you'll 
have. I really did put my heart into 
the service project and had such an 
amazing time. I think this also 
applies to any situation in life. It 
may sound simple, yet it's hard and 
so true.” 

 
Christina Chuang (third from right), with her colleagues from Rustic Pathways and the children 
of the the Udon Thani orphanage. 
 

 
Members of the Social Justice club organized the event and served the lunch to their peers 
.  



Back to Berkley: Reflections on the Model UN Conference  
By Kali Collymore ’12 
  

During 
the second 
weekend of 
March, I joined 26 
other delegates—
the largest group 
to date—and 
Model UN 
Moderators and 
History teachers 
Ian Sethre and 
Amanda 
Tredinnick to 
proudly represent 
San Domenico at 
UC Berkeley’s 60th 
annual Model 
United Nations. In 
total, there were 
more than 1,700 
students from 104 high schools around the country, 
as well  as Mexico, Canada, and China. 

 Each student, either in pairs, or on their 
own, was assigned to one of several committees, 
ranging from Legal, Disarmament and International 
Security, Social, Cultural, and Humanitarian, and 
Special Political and Decolonization, and others, 
where they represented a particular country, such as 
Pakistan, Sudan, Kuwait, and several others,  in 
seeking to solve specific issues. 

In preparation for the Conference, each 
student had to write a position paper about each of 
the assigned topics to which they were assigned. My 
partner, Edna Siljedich, and I received research 
awards for our papers on Pakistan’s position on the 
events in the Middle East known as the “Arab 
Spring,” and protecting the rights of women 
migrants. This makes 15 research awards for San 
Domenico in the past five years. 

In each committee, the delegates discussed 
and debated international issues while practicing 
diplomacy, all in the setting of a formal mock United 
Nations assembly. Every student was involved 
through active debate and negotiation, the making of 
formal speeches or proposals, and the drafting of 
resolutions to be discussed and eventually rejected 
or passed.   

Participation in this annual conference—as 
well as the one at Stanford every November—
provides students with an opportunity to discuss 
real world issues and engage students from other 
schools and backgrounds. “I really enjoyed the 
excitement of the debate and the voting,” said 
sophomore Kelly Sun, who represented Pakistan in 
the United Nations Human Rights Council on child 

soldiers. Sophomore 
Lisa Chen agreed. “It 
was so exciting because 
everyone was involved,” 
said Chen, whose 
committee focused on 
responses to the unrest 
in North Africa and the 
Middle East known as 
the “Arab Spring.”  

 “At one point, 
everyone was 
standing up and had 
something to say,” 
Chen said. “It was 
interesting to discuss 
suggestions for 
solving problems with 
alternatives to 
violence.”  

 “It is an opportunity to get out into the Bay 
Area and interact with people from all over the 
United States, and beyond, and to be able to discuss 
contemporary global issues that our generation is 
likely to inherit,” said senior Libby Reyff, who spent 
the weekend debating topics in the Special 
Committee for Social, Cultural and Humanitarian 
issues. “Not to mention the food in Berkeley was 
great!” 

 Model UN provides a chance for high school 
students to break the routine of simply reading 
articles or watching news segments about what is 
going on in the world and to actually be able to do 
propose their own solutions to the global problems 
that they are surrounded by. They are able to 
practice real life problem solving skills that are 
necessary in the world today. 

 
San Domenico’s 2011-2012 Model United Nations Delegation at the 60th Annual 
MUN Conference on the campus of UC Berkeley.  

 
2012 Model UN Research Award Winners Edna Siljdedich and 
Kali Collymore in caucus with members of other delegations from 
high schools around the country and beyond.  



Virtuoso Program Highlights “Women in Music” at Performance   
By Edna Siljdedich ‘14  

 On March 11, the San Domenico Virtuoso Program held its annual 
Women in Music concert. The concert was held in the Hall of the Arts and 
featured female composers like Jennifer Higdon and Marianna Martines.  
 Ann Krinitsky, director of program, believes it is important to honor 
female composers, because in music—just as in other fields—their 
contributions are sometimes overlooked.  
 The sixteen musicians who participate and perform in the school’s 
rigorous Virtuoso program were proud be able to perform the work of these 
composer for our school community. Practicing three days a week for about 
three months, their hard work really paid off. Junior Helena Tietze, a cellist 
in the ensemble, was particularly excited to explore the works of female 
composers, which have often been overlooked. "I love being able to 
showcase the talents my friends and I share while also representing the 
talents of the women who compose the pieces we play,” said Tietze. 
 “Women in music are a very important influence on all female 
musicians,” added sophomore Elena Kim, a violinist. “It shows how women 
are able to compose, moving forward from gender issues in the past. 
Women in music have inspired me to pursue music even further.” 
 It is easy to overlook the roles of women in our society, especially in 
music. When people think of classical composers they think of Beethoven, 
Mozart, and Bach. Women are not always given the credit they deserve but 
by holding this concert the San Domenico Virtuoso Program acknowledges 
and honors their talents.

“Love Is Blind” 
By Ashley Mulshenock  ‘15 
 

I see it everywhere that love is so blind. That it has no look, or no certain kind. 
 But I always thought we should fall in love with their mind, not another’s face…or behind. 
If love was blind, we wouldn’t have to worry about watching the time  
All the times he walks down the street checking out girls thinking, “Oh, she’s a dime.” 
Because if love was so blind, we wouldn’t always check to see if our hair’s in perfect place. 
And it wouldn’t matter the place, for he only saw her grace. 
Love doesn’t care about the way you walk, or the way you talk. 
If love was blind, feelings wouldn’t fade. 
And we wouldn’t be regretting the mistakes we’ve already made. 
She wouldn’t be fighting with him. 
I mean what’s the point when all the fights are the same? 
 If love is so blind, why do we need a plan or a guide?  
Why can’t we just sit by the tide? 
Hop in the car and go for a ride? 
Sit on the beach and watch the birds fly? 
And why can’t she just give him a try? 
Is it because he has geeky glasses? 
And succeeded in all his classes? 
But there she goes judging again, 
And he gets left with, “Oh. Can we just be friends?” 
And if love is so blind, why won’t he give her some time? 
Her clothes may be short and tight, but 
Little does he know that girl is actually bright. 
If love was really blind, 
She wouldn’t be in the bathroom with her fingers down 
her throat 
Making herself throw up as if she’s been sick on a boat.  
And that girl wouldn’t be hiding her stomach in her coat. 
Counting the months she’s been pregnant on one hand. 
Oh, and speaking of hands… 
If love was so blind, that guy wouldn’t be ashamed of holding another man’s hand. 
She wouldn’t close her eyes and wish she was a man. 
And no one would have to put up a fight because she’s black and he’s white.  
Because their kid’s hair is kinky, but her skin is light.  
But love is so blind? Then we wouldn’t just be a he and she. More like a me and you.  
We make the perfect two. What’s perfect? That word wouldn’t exist if love was so blind.  
But let’s not go on for too long because if love was truly blind, we would fall in it from behind.  
 

 
  

 
“Transitions” by Minh Thao Vo ’12 

Best in Show, Digital Imagery, Marin County Art Show, 2012. 



 

Students Send Art and Compassion with The Memory Project  
By Hanna Kim ’12 
 

For the last six years, students 
in Jill Hoefgen’s Painting and 
Drawing classes have had the 
opportunity to participate in The 
Memory Project, an organization 
that links children living in 
orphanages throughout the world 
with high school artists from the 
United States. The students—
including ten from San Domenico 
this year—paint and draw portraits 
for these children who eventually 
receive the artwork, which serves as a 
keepsake of their youth.  
 In past years, the students 
have sent artwork to children in 
Egypt, Iraq, Mexico, Myanmar, 
Uganda, Thailand, and this year, the 
students created portraits of young 
orphans in Ecuador.  

For art teacher Jill Hoefgen, 
student participation in The 
Memory Project has become an 
important part of the Visual Arts 
curriculum at San Domenico. “The 
portraits the students create for the 
memory project not only give them 
an opportunity to practice their 
skills as artists, they also are 
connected to these kids who live 
very different lives in another part 
of the world, but are kids just the 
same, who laugh, play games, and 
go to school,” said Hoefgen. “This 
whole process requires reflection, 
compassion, and action through the 
process of creating art, which are all 
core values of San Domenico.” 

Knitting for Stitches from the Heart 
 

This spring, a select team of 
skilled knitters from the Social 
Justice Club stitched 36 hats 
for Stitches from the Heart, a 
San Diego-based organization 
that has collected and 
distributed nearly 1 million 
handmade hats for infants born prematurely (for 
whom hospitals often do not have adequately-sized 
clothing). For more on information on the 
organization see their website at: 
www.stitchesfromtheheart.org.   

 
Alison and her portrait by Fiona Wang  

 
Samantha holds her portrait from Chelsea Kang 

 
Daniel and his portrait painted by Erica Lee  



Spring Discovery: Juniors and Teachers Gear Up for Summer Trip to Uganda! 
By Erica Lee ’12 

 

During Spring 
Discovery week last 
month, a group of ten San 
Domenico students 
prepared to travel to 
Uganda, in central Africa, 
with faculty members 
Kristen Levine and Hilary 
Staples for a two-week 
long service-learning trip. 
This program will promote 
awareness of issues related 
to women's empowerment 
through education and 
community development. 
After a careful review of 
application requirements 
and academic standing, a 
group of ten juniors were 
selected to prepare for this 
adventure. 

            They spent the week becoming familiar with the 
culture—cooking African dishes like matoke (a plantain 
dish) and ugali (corn meal), and learning African 
dance—as well as studying politics and history from 
former residents of Kamapala, Uganda’s capital. The 
students also received training in collection of oral 
histories from Voices of Witness, a San Francisco-
based organization that stresses the importance of 
listening to—and recording—other people's stories as a 
means of capturing a place and time, especially when 
documenting social injustice. 

The main purpose of their trip will be to 
volunteer with the Girls’ School Campus of Ugandan 
Rural Development Training program—URDT—
contributing directly to the empowerment of girls from 
villages where most people live on less than one dollar 
a day. Additionally, the students will interview locals, 

gathering oral 
histories, as well as 
travel with an 
educational theater 
program to assist 
with HIV/AIDS 
awareness and 
prevention 
programs, meeting 
representatives and 
learning about 
several development-
oriented NGOs, and 
lastly, the group will 
go on a three-day 
safari to observe the 
wildlife of the 
country. 

Religious 
Studies teacher 
Kristen Levine has 

travelled to Bosnia and Mexico with San Domenico 
students, and last year, she visited Uganda with her 
daughter, sophomore Sydney Levine. For Biology 
teacher Hilary Staples, this trip is an opportunity to 
return to a region she visited long ago. “I traveled to 
East Africa about 10 years ago and loved the 
experience,” said Staples. “At that time I was involved 
in environmental research.  I look forward to returning 
to a similar region and being able to add to the trip 
from by knowledge.” 

In recent years, San Domenico students and 
faculty have been engaged with issues confronting 
Africa. In 2009, a group of students and John 
Bowermaster coordinated a day of student-led 
activities and instruction on the continent and its 
unique issues. A year later, San Domenico School 
sponsored screenings of Where the Water Meets the 
Sky in conjunction with the Mill Valley Film Festival. 
Throughout the years, several students have used Julie 
Davis Butler scholarships to pursue independent 
service projects around the continent, and the Social 
Justice club has raised funds to support microloans for 
more than 30 women around the globe, including 
Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, Mali, and other countries. 

The promotion of education for women and 
community-building are reflective of San Domenico’s 
values and traditions. “I am excited to learn more about 
Uganda and more of the issues for girls and women,” 
Staples added.

 
Ten juniors and two teachers—seen here in the Garden of Hope during 
Spring Discovery—will travel to Uganda in June.  
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Spring Discovery: Students Volunteer at Bahia Vista Elementary School  
By Alessandra Jurick ‘12
 

During the 
Spring Discovery week 
last month, seven 
students joined Math 
teacher Kristi Epke in 
volunteering at Bahia 
Vista Elementary School 
in San Rafael.  

The students—
seniors Cynthia Leon, 
Kim Lin, Angela Lo, 
Maloli Lemmen, Qing 
Chen, Nicole Garcia, and 
junior Lynn Falesoga—
worked as teacher aids 
for several kindergarten 
classes where they were 
broken up into pairs. 
Throughout the week 
they taught arithmetic, 
spelling, grammar, and English to 
the children who mostly speak 
Spanish at home. The girls also led 
exercises teaching motor skills and 
did one-on-one tutoring.  
The Spring Discovery program, 
Buenos Vecinos, meaning “Good 
Neighbors”, is an appropriate title. 

The girls acknowledge their duty to 
serve their local neighborhood by 
volunteering for a largely 
underserved community within 
Marin County.  

Because many of the students 
do not speak English proficiently, 
they are at a disadvantage as they 
advance through elementary school. 

Therefore, it is 
important to level 
the playing field as 
early as possible to 
ensure success later 
on. The San 
Domenico students 
noticed several 
posters around the 
school campus 
encouraging the 
students to work 
towards attending 
university.  

Senior Nicole 
Garcia who had 
volunteered the year 
before as well, 
acknowledged the 
similarities between 
the San Domenico 

and Bahia Vista. “Both schools teach 
students to be critical thinkers and 
work towards social justice,” said 
Garcia. For her, the experience has 
been valuable, “The human 
interaction aspect of the Buenos 
Vecinos program is the biggest part.”

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Senior Cynthia Leon in the classroom at Bahia Vista Elementary in San Rafael.  

 
The student members and faculty moderators of the 2011-2012 San Domenico Social Justice Club.  

 
2012-203 Social Justice Club Student Leadership 
• Club Co-Moderator/Service Coordinator: M.J. Kwak 
• Club Co-Coordinator: Lynn Falesoga 
• Aeqvitas Editor: Edna Siljdedich 
• Secretary: Ji Yeon Yu 

 


