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San Domenico sends Delegation to Interfaith Conference in Australia  
By Emily Ludlow ’10, Aeqvitas Editor  
 

             Last December, 
Juniors Abby Costello, 
Elle Koagedal, and 
Kira Kull traveled to 
Melbourne, Australia 
for the Parliament of 
the World’s Religions, 
an international 
interfaith gathering 
that promotes 
tolerance and peace 
through understanding 
of world religions.  
           Joined by faculty 
members Shelagh 
Smith and Kristen 
Levine, as well as 
Dominican sisters 
Sister Margaret Diener 
and our own President 
Emerita Sister 
Gervaise Valpey, the San Domenico delegation spent a 
vigorous week participating in sessions and watching speeches 
and performances.  

The three students went through a rigorous 
application process, in which candidates from the Class of ’11 
were evaluated on the basis of personal statements and goals, 
letters of recommendation, community service, and spiritual 
engagement, as well as the input of faculty. 

According to Sister Gervaise, the diverse conference 
participants shared a common interest in addressing the social 
issues of “ending poverty and hunger, the trafficking of women 
and children, and the destruction of our home, the Earth.”  She 
was particularly inspired by a summit of Israeli and 
Palestinian women working together to “break down 
prejudices and teach respect for all”. 

English teacher Shelagh Smith was enthusiastic about 
the range of perspectives and opportunities. “Each day, the 
Parliament presented us with a wealth of choices of 
meaningful worship options, thought provoking and 
challenging sessions, and interesting cultural presentations,” 
Smith said. “One session I found particularly fascinating was a 
collaboration between a Catholic nun and a Salvation Army 
officer who had relocated to Australia to address the issue of 
human trafficking. Hearing about the collaborative work of 
these two dedicated women from different faith backgrounds 
was truly inspirational.” 

Two other group favorites were Hugh Evans’ “World 
Poverty Project” and the film Divided We Fall. The experience 
allowed the students to reach a higher awareness about social 
justice issues around the world, and how these directly tie in 
different spiritual paths.   

Junior Elle Koagedal enjoyed the opportunity to 
engage people of such diverse backgrounds. “I loved learning 

about all the different 
religions”, she said. 
“And education about 
one another is 
fundamental step to 
ending intolerance.”  
Kira Kull shared 
Koagedal’s 
enthusiasm, noting, “I 
learned that as a 
student, I should never 
decline knowledge of 
any kind”.  

Social Justice 
teacher Kristen Levine 
saw this as an 
opportunity to 
challenge her own 
beliefs as well as the 
students’ expression 
their spirituality. “Here 

we are in a Dominican school,” she noted, “yet there is a 
reluctance at times to discuss faith.” 

The participants have already addressed the entire 
student body, and they intend to further engage the 
community about their experiences and new insights 
through the creation of a interfaith club that will focus on 
ending all sources of inequity and addressing the social 
justice issues of this generation.  In addition, the three are 
producing a video montage, asking participating faculty 
members and students “What is God?”  The film will be 
presented on Earth Day. 

Upon returning from the Parliament, Sister 
Gervaise reflected on the primary message of the 
Parliament. “It is about truly living compassion,” Valpey 
explained. “It can become our compass for understanding 
and respecting one another.” 

 

The Voice of the San Domenico 
Social Justice Club, named in honor 
of the Roman goddess of justice & 
fair dealings.  

  

 
Abby Costello, Kira Kull, and Elle Koagedal pose with Australian aboriginal dancers. 
 

 
Elle Koagedal and English teacher Shelagh Smith spiritually 
commune with a Koala in an Australian nature preserve.   
 



CEO of VillageKeepers Offers a Firsthand Perspective on Afghanistan  
By Sabrina Wise ‘10 

 

On January 24, six teachers 
and 49 students from all four grade 
levels crowded into the International 
Relations classroom to hear Robert 
Eckert, CEO of VillageKeepers, 
discuss his experiences in war-torn 

Afghanistan.  Eckert’s visit coincided 
with the senior-level International 
Relations course’s focus on the 
complex situations in the region. 

Eckert’s organization 
develops and installs technology in 
conflict zones. This technology assists 
in the rebuilding process by enabling 
villagers to connect to central police 
forces, other villages, and the 
Internet, as well as to identify 
members of the Taliban, and gain 
economic opportunities through a credit 
system that encourages farers to stop 
growing opium.   

In addition to discussing the 
challenges of this enterprise, Eckert 
answered questions on numerous topics, 
ranging from the increasing presence of  
the Taliban and government corruption to 
the future of the armed conflict.  

Eckert was bleak in his outlook. 
“The situation will become much worse 
before it gets better,” he predicted. “But it 
will come to an end in our lifetime.”  

He stressed the importance of 
rebuilding schools and of working with the 
Afghan culture rather than against it.  

Senior Claire Rossi-deVries 
remarked, “It was refreshing to see the 
situation being approached from a 
business-like standpoint, rather than a 
solely emotional perspective.”  
Other students were particularly impacted 
by Eckert’s description of the subservient 
role of women in society, and startled by 
the confining design of the burqa that 
Eckert showed to the class.    

Although Eckert emphasized the 
harsh realities of the region, he ended on a 
positive note. “The Afghan people are the 
most resilient and friendliest I have met,” 
Eckert enthused. “I have to help.”

 
 

Kiki Page Responds to the Needs of the Local Homeless Community  
By Ashley Kim ’11  
 

         When senior Christina “Kiki” 
Page became aware of the situation of 
Marin’s homeless population while doing 
research for a paper for her Social Justice 
course and participating in last year’s 
Spring Discovery service program at 
Homeward Bound of Marin, she decided 
to volunteer with the organization.  

Located in Novato, Homeward 
Bound is currently Marin County’s 
primary provider of services for homeless 
adults and families, offering counseling 
and a variety of programs for more than 
1,400 homeless people in the process of 
returning to financial security.  

Page was moved to get more 
involved in the issue after seeing 
firsthand the challenges faced by local 
homeless families.  “One day when we 
were at the emergency shelter in San Rafael, a mother with 
her two young children and their grandmother were looking 
for a place to stay during the night,” Page reflects. “But they 
were turned away because the shelter didn't have any room 
for more families.”  

“When I got home, I couldn't get the picture out of  
 

my head,” Page continued. “The family 
leaving, the boy not wanting to go, and 
the little girl crying because she wanted a 
place to sleep—this is what pushed me to 
do more for Homeward Bound.”  

Last May, Page ran an on campus 
fundraiser selling truffles made by 
students of the Fresh Starts Culinary 
Institute at Homeward Bound, a training 
program open to the homeless members 
of the program. The effort raised $550.  

Page has been busy educating 
people of all ages about the situations of 
the homeless in Marin. She has created a 
list of needed items, helps send out the 
organization’s newsletters and she 
personally administers the organization’s 
Facebook page, which is aimed at creating 
a broader awareness of the issue.  

  “I’ve learned that there is more to being homeless then 
just standing out on the street with a cardboard sign,” Page 
said. “I have learned the meaning of living on the edge, and 
how important it is to volunteer and show that you care in 
your community. And one does not have to go far to help 
make a difference.”

 
 

 
Bob Eckert at work in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

Foundations teacher Emily Leary dons a 
Burqa, which, despite the ouster of the 
Taliban, is commonly worn by women in 
Afghanistan.    

Christina Page works in Homeward 
Bound’s Fresh Starts Culinary Institute.   
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The San Domenico Social Justice Club is committed to creating awareness among ourselves and our community concerning social injustices, 
both locally and globally. We act upon this knowledge in solidarity with the global community in order to positively impact the world. As a 
group of young women, we are dedicated to fostering respect and equality, and we strive to create equal opportunities for all.  


