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	Web Source Evaluation

	Authority
	Yes
	No
	?

	Is there an author/ editor?
	
	
	

	Is there a link to information about the author/ editor?
	
	
	

	Is the author/editor a qualified expert in the field?
	
	
	

	If there is no author/ editor, is there a reputable sponsor?
	
	
	

	If no author is listed or sponsor indicated, what other information can you obtain 

about the site authority?  Look at URL, domain, “About this Site”, etc.



	Accuracy
	
	
	

	Are sources of information listed so that information can be verified?
	
	
	

	Is the site free from typographical, grammatical or spelling errors?
	
	
	

	Other concerns:  Is there anything else on the page that would lead you to 

question its accuracy?



	Objectivity
	
	
	

	Is the information provided as a public service?
	
	
	

	Is the information free of advertising?
	
	
	

	Does the coverage seem fair or unbiased?
	
	
	

	If opinions are what you are looking for, are they apparent?
	
	
	

	Other concerns:  Is there anything else on the page that would lead you to 

question its objectivity?



	Currency
	
	
	

	Was the site updated recently?
	
	
	

	Are links current? (not expired or moved)
	
	
	

	If charts, graphs or statistics are included, are dates given for the collection of data?
	
	
	

	Other concerns:  Does currency of information matter for your research?



	Coverage
	
	
	

	Is the Web page relevant to your current research project?
	
	
	

	Is the coverage at the right level – not too technical or too 

elementary?
	
	
	

	Other concerns: Is coverage primary or secondary?  Does this fit your purpose?

Is the information unique, something you couldn’t find in a print source?  



	Decision

	Will you use this Web page for your research?  
	
	
	

	Based on the criteria listed above, support your decision.
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