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—Malala Yousafzai

Malala Yousafzai is the first annual NMG Girl of the Year.
We're honoring her for her courage in speaking up for
girls' rights. She's been fighting for girls' right to education
since she was 11. Now 15, she was nearly killed in 2012
because of demanding that right for herself and all girls.
But her brave struggles have paid off. People around the
world are outraged by the attack on her. And support for
girls' schools in Malala's country of Pakistan and elsewhere
is getting bigger every day.

Many people first heard about Malala on Oct. 9, 2012. For
Malala, the day was going on as normal as any other, as she
chatted with her classmates on their bus ride from their girls'
school. Suddenly, masked Taliban gunmen jumped aboard the
open-backed bus. Targeting Malala for her activism, they shot
her in the head and neck and wounded two other girls before
escaping.

Luckily, Malala survived, with little permanent damage. And
even as she recovers with her family in England, she continues
to speak out for education and against the Taliban faction that
controls many parts of Pakistan. The Taliban believe that girls
and women should be restricted to their home to serve husband
and family. Taliban troops have already destroyed many girls'
schools, and killed, beaten, or imprisoned those who spoke out
against them.

Malala's parents always believed that a girl deserves every right a
boy has. When Malala was born, she was named after a Pashtun
folk heroine who helped defeat the British in Afghanistan in
1880. Her fathei; Ziauddin Yousafzai, put Malala's name on
the family register along with her two brothers, a very unusual
action in the male-dominated culture of the region. Ziauddin
started and ran the girls' school that Malala attended.

Malala loved learning and adored books. At 11, she started
speaking out for girls' education, giving speeches and blogging
for the British media network BBC under a fake name. She
reported about living under Taliban rules that forbade women
from taking jobs and even appearing in public. She wrote
about the war around her between the Pakistani military and
the Taliban. In Malala's hometown of Mingora, the Taliban
displayed beheaded corpses of opponents, and frequent gun
battles erupted. Eor a while, Malala's family fled with others
living in Mingora.

When the family returned, Malala continued her activism, and
the Taliban decided they wanted Malala silenced. The attack
didn't still her voice, though, or stop the other schoolgirls who
returned to her school even after that terrifying day of the
shooting. The United Nations declared November 10 Malala
Day to spotlight her work to help the 32 million other girls
around the world who are denied education. Funding for girls'
schools has poured in from around the world.

You can help, too! In her first public statement after her
surgeries, Malala told the world about her new Malala
Foundation, which will bring more schools to girls around the
world. Visit malalafund.org to see how you can bring education
to girls and learn more about Malala's fight for girls' rights.
What a great way to celebrate and continue the work of Malala,
NMG's Girl of the Year! •
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