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	  ******
	Various Book Series from earlier grades are still popular with younger 4th graders. The Secrets of Droon by Tony Abbot, Judy Moody and ‘Stink’ books by Megan MacDonald, Geronimo Stilton by Scholastic authors and Franny K. Stein by Jim Benton.
	Various
	Various
	See 2nd and 3rd grade Recommended Reading Lists for reviews and reading levels.
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	The Time Warp Trio Series
…too many titles to list.
	Jon Scieszka
	Fantasy / Historical Fiction
	A trio of boys finds a magic book that transports them back through time where they encounter many famous historical figures, often with hilarious and nearly disastrous results.   RL 4.0 - 6.0
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	Matt Christopher Sport Series

….too many titles to list
	Matt Christopher
	Realistic Fiction
	The master of the sports novel, Matt Christopher, writes about playing sports, sportsmanship and the challenges, through failure or success that all athletes experience.   RL 3.5 – 5.5
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	Because of Winn-Dixie
	Kate DiCamillo
	Animal Stories
	Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because of her big ugly dog Winn-Dixie. A gentle, heart-warming story.  RL 3.9
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	Herculeah Jones Mystery Series
	Betsy Byers
	Mystery Fiction
	Like a modern-day Nancy Drew, young sleuth, Herculeah Jones, sets out to solve mysteries that can be dangerous and chilling.
RL 4.0 - 4.5
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	The Spiderwick Chronicles


	Tony DiTerlizzi
	Fantasy Fiction
	Popular fantasy tales about the adventures of three children as they enter a world filled with elves, goblins, dwarves, trolls, and other fascinating creatures.  RL 4.3
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	Ink Drinker Series

The Ink Drinker

Straw for Two
The City of Ink Drinkers Little Red Ink Drinker

	Eric Sanvoisin
	Mystery/ Horror Fiction
	Short, off-beat stories about a young boy who works in his father’s book store and discovers the vampire-like ‘Ink Drinker’ who has consumed the ink off of centuries of book’s pages and falls under his spell. Translated from the French.  RL 4.5 -5.0
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	Pippi Longstalking Series


	Astrid Lindgren
	Realistic Fiction
	One of the ‘original’ mischievous, assertive female characters. Pippi goes on adventure after adventure, smiling all the way through. 
RL 4.5 -6.5
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	Moxy Maxwell Series

	Peggy Clifford
	Realistic Fiction
	Punctuated by photographs taken by her brother and short, diary-like chapters these 3 books humorously tell the tale of 4th grader Moxy and her many trials and tribulations.

RL 3.8 – 5.2 
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	Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing
	Judy Blume
	Realistic Fiction
	The book follows Peter Hatcher, and his brother ‘Fudgie’ and babysitter “Tootsie” through New York City and on treks to suburbs and camps. Because he's the oldest, Peter must deal with Fudgie's disgusting cuteness, his constant meddling with Peter's stuff, and other grave offenses.
RL  3.8
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	Horse Diaries 1 & 2

Elska

Bell’s Star
	Cathy Hapka
Alison Hart
	Animal / Historical Fiction
	Elska - Around the year 1000, the Icelandic horse named Elska is born and learns about life and her role in the herd, as well as love and friendship, when she rescues the girl to whom she originally belonged. Bell’s Star - In the Vermont spring of 1853, Bell's Star, a Morgan horse, and his owner Katie rescue a runaway slave and try to outwit the slave catchers in order to help her to freedom  RL 4.0 – 4.4
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	Al Capone Does My Shirts &
Al Capone Shines My Shoes
	Jennifer Choldenko
	Historical Fiction
	A 12 year-old boy moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935 when guards' families were housed there, and has to contend with his extraordinary new environment, missing his friends and playing baseball, while caring for his autistic sister.  RL  4.0
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	The Earth Dragon Awakes
	Laurence Yep
	Historical Fiction
	Eight-year-old Henry and nine-year-old Chin love to read about heroes in popular "penny dreadful" novels, until they both witness real courage while trying to survive the 1906 San Francisco earthquake.
RL 4.1
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	The Door to Time
	Pierdomenico Baccala
	Mystery Fiction
	After moving from London to an old mansion on the English coast, 11 year-old twins Jason and Julia discover that their new home has twisting tunnels, strange artifacts from around the world, and a mysterious, locked door.  Translated from the Italian.  RL 4.2
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	Arminta Spookie Series

…too many to list.
	Angie Sage
	Fantasy Fiction
	Araminta Spookie lives in a haunted house and spends her days hunting for ghosts, avoiding her cranky Aunt Tabby, and helping her nocturnal Uncle Drac. These books are fun for readers who like spooky without the scary.

RL 4.6 – 5.4
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	The Door to Time
	Pierdomenico Baccala
	Mystery Fiction
	After moving from London to an old mansion on the English coast, 11 year-old twins Jason and Julia discover that their new home has twisting tunnels, strange artifacts from around the world, and a mysterious, locked door.  Translated from the Italian.  RL 4.2
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	Charlie Bone Series
	Bryan Nimmo
	Fantasy Fiction
	Similar to Rowling’s Harry Potter, Charlie Bone attends Bloor's Academy for magically endowed children, where he has many adventures and must use his wits and magical powers to help others.

RL 4.2 
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	My America Series
…too many titles to list.
	Various Authors
	Historical Fiction
	Comprised of fictional children’s diaries during many periods of America’s history, these titles are written for younger children than the Dear America series which caters to a slightly older audience.
RL 4.2
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	Bandit’s Moon
	Sid Fleischman
	Historical Fiction
	Twelve-year-old Annyrose, left behind when her brother joins the Gold Rush, escapes the unscrupulous woman with whom she is staying and sets out on a grand adventure with the notorious bandit Joaquin Murieta and his band of outlaws.  RL 4.6
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	Silver Dollar Girl
	Katherine Ayers
	Historical Fiction
	In 1885, unhappy living with her aunt and uncle in Pittsburgh, Valentine Harper disguises herself as a boy and runs away to Colorado determined to find her father who has gone there in search of gold.
RL 4.8
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	Ottoline & the Yellow Cat

Ottoline goes To School
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	Chris Riddell
	Realistic Fiction
	Both books follow quirky Ottoline as she attempts to solve missing pet and ghost mysteries. This is a great example of a picture book-cum-graphic novel, in which Riddell dazzles readers with visual detail and comical oddities.  RL 4.3 - 5.1
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	The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane
	Kate DiCamillo
	Fantasy Fiction
	Edward Tulane, a cold-hearted and proud toy rabbit, loves only himself until he is separated from the little girl who adores him and travels across the country, acquiring new owners and listening to their hopes, dreams, and histories.  RL 4.8
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	Shoeless Joe & Me: A Baseball Card Adventure
& Honus & Me
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	Dan Gutman
	Sports / Science Fiction
	Joe Stoshack, who can travel back in time with the aid of old baseball cards, transports himself to 1919 Cincinnati (and to 1909 Pittsburgh in Honus & Me) to prevent Shoeless Joe Jackson from being implicated in the infamous "Black Sox Scandal."   RL 4.1
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	The Million-Dollar Series

The Million-Dollar Shot
 The Million-Dollar Goal

The Million-Dollar Putt

The Million-Dollar Kick

The Million-Dollar Strike
	Dan Gutman
	Sports/ Realistic Fiction
	Dan Gutman deftly interweaves themes such as overcoming blindness, a grandmother’s death, and poetry with young athletes competing to win ‘million-dollar’ contests in various sports.

RL 4.3 – 5.4
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	The Whipping Boy
	Sid Fleischman
	Historical Fiction
	A re-telling Mark Twain’s the Prince and the Pauper in which a bratty prince and his whipping boy have many adventures when they inadvertently trade places after becoming involved with dangerous outlaws.  RL  4.5

	[image: image26.jpg]2 HARPER CHILDREN. ;0 o

ROALD DAHL

BRIDGED



[image: image27.jpg]



	The BFG
Charlie & the Chocolate Factory

The Twits
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	Roald Dahl
	Fantasy Fiction
	The BFG - Kid snatched from her orphanage by a Big Friendly Giant, Sophie concocts a plan to save the world from nine other man-gobbling cannybull giants. The Twits - Two terrible old people who enjoy playing nasty tricks are finally outwitted by a family of monkeys. Charlie & The Chocolate Factory - A cautionary rags-to-riches story, where impoverished, unassuming Charlie Bucket outlasts the four other selfish candidates to win the grand prize: Willy Wonka's chocolate factory.
RL 4.8 – 5.9
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	Odd & The Frost Giants
	Neal Gaiman
	Fantasy Fiction /
Mythology
	Young Odd runs away from his Viking village where he befriends a talking eagle, bear, and fox, who reveal themselves to be none other than Norse Gods Odin, Thor, and Loki. Odd and his new friends set out to the hidden realm of Asgard to vanquish the Frost Giants and return the three to their original shapes.  RL  4.5
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	The Grimm Sisters

…too many titles to list.
	Michael Buckley
	Fantasy Fiction
	Orphans Sabrina and Daphne Grimm are sent to live with an eccentric grandmother that they have always believed to be dead and begin many adventures solving mysteries in the fairy-tale realm.

RL 4.8 – 5.9
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	Allie Finkle Series

The New Girl

Moving Day
	Meg Cabot
	Realistic Fiction
	4th grader, Allie Finkle, experiences the ups and downs of friendship, school life and family situations in these. 

RL 5.0
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	Phineas L. MacGuire Series

Phineas L. MacGuire Erupts!

Phineas L. MacGuire Gets Slimed!

Phineas L. MacGuire Blasts Off!
	Francis Dowell
	Realistic Fiction
	4th grade science whiz-kid Phineas L. MacGuire practices his many science skills in these engaging and humorous stories. RL  5.0 – 5.5

	


	Shiloh Series

Shiloh

Saving Shiloh

Shiloh Season
	Phyllis R. Naylor
	Animal Stories
	When he finds a lost beagle in the hills behind his West Virginia home, Marty tries to hide it from his family and the dog's real owner, a mean-spirited man known to shoot deer out of season and to mistreat his dogs.

RL 5.0
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	Akiko Series

…too many to list.
	Mark Crilley
	Science Fiction
	In the first book, 10 year-old Akiko has an unexpected adventure when she is whisked away to a distant planet and put in charge of the rescue mission that must search for the kidnapped Prince Froptoppit.

RL  5.2
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	Love That Dog

Hate That Cat

[image: image36.jpg]Sl e el





	Sharon Creech
	Realistic Fiction / Poetry
	At first skeptical, Jack doesn’t want to write poetry because “boys don't write poetry; girls do." Eventually, he comes to love poetry by keeping a journal and writing his own inspired poem at the request of his teacher.   RL 5.1 – 5.4
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	Nancy Drew Series

…too many titles to list
	Carolyn Keene
	Mystery Fiction
	The ‘original’ teenage sleuth. Though language and situations are dated, these books still interest and excite mystery lovers. The young Nancy Drew was, and still is, a symbol of the modern, assertive female.  RL 4.8 - 6.9
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	Igraine the Brave
	Cornelia Funke
	Historical Fiction
	The daughter of two magicians, Igraine wants nothing more than to be a knight; and when their castle is attacked by a treacherous neighbor, Igraine has an opportunity to demonstrate her bravery.
RL 4.6
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	The Landry News

No Talking
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	Andrew Clements
	Realistic Fiction
	Two excellent stories about school, classmates, and teachers. Both feature kids who navigate the joys and challenges of their fifth grade year.  RL 5.0 – 6.0
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	Aliens Ate My Homework
	Bruce Coville
	Science Fiction
	Rod is surprised when a miniature spaceship lands in his school science project and reveals five tiny aliens, who ask for his help in apprehending an interstellar criminal.   RL 5.1
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	Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
	J.K. Rowling
	Fantasy Fiction
	Rescued from the outrageous neglect of his aunt and uncle, a young boy with a great destiny proves his worth while attending Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. The start to a great reading adventure!

RL 5.3
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	Jack Stalwart Series

….too many titles to list.
	Hunt, Elizabeth
	Adventure Spy Stories
	Kids looking for adventure now have more options. The Escape of the Deadly Dinosaur by Elizabeth Singer Hunt, heralds the action-heavy Secret Agent Jack Stalwart series, which stars nine-year old Jack, a member of the top secret Global Protection Force.
RL 5.0 – 5.7
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	Clarice Bean Series



	Lauren Child
	Realistic Fiction
	This chapter-book series features the hilarious escapades of the spunky and irrepressible Clarice and her eccentric family.  RL  5.3
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	Hardy Boys Series

…too many to list.
	Franklin Dixon
	Mystery Fiction
	These early mysteries still entice young readers with their simple, yet exciting plots and characters. 
RL 5.3 – 6.7
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	The Trolls
	Polly Horvath
	Realistic Fiction
	Eccentric Aunt Sally comes from Canada to babysit the Anderson children while their parents are on a trip. Each night, the bedtime story adds another piece to a very suspicious family history. A surprisingly poignant undercurrent adds even greater depth to this skillfully written comic novel.
RL 5.4
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	The Extraordinary Adventures of Ordinary Boy Series

The Hero Revealed

The Return of Meteor Boy
	William Boniface
	Fantasy Fiction
	Ordinary Boy, the only resident of Superopolis without a superpower, uncovers and foils a sinister plot to destroy the town, and in the second book discovers the true identity of long-lost Meteor Boy while working on a time-machine.

RL 5.6
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	The Mysterious Benedict Society Series
	Trenton Stewart
	Science Fiction
	The Mysterious Benedict Society is real flashlight-under-the-bedclothes material. Four gifted children face danger  and discovery, and their own mortal weaknesses as they confront kidnappers and mind-control criminals. RL 5.6
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	The Princess Tales Series

The Fairy’s Mistake

The Fairy’s Return

Princess Sonora & the Long Sleep

The Princess Test
	Gail Levine
	Fantasy Fiction
	Levine has written humorous retellings of popular fairy tales in these charming short chapter books. 

RL 5.5 – 6.0
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	Shredderman Series

Secret Identity

Attack of the Tagger

Enemy Spy

Meet the Gecko
	Wendelin van Draanen
	Realistic Fiction
	Adventures of a self-described nerd who decides to fight injustice by adopting the super-hero identity of the ‘online’ Shredderman. 

RL  5.9 
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	A series of Unfortunate Events Series

…starting with The Bad Beginning
	Lemony Snicket
	Mystery / Realistic Fiction
	The recently orphaned Baudelaire children are pursued, by an evil uncle who wants to steal their inheritance. Darkly humorous and macabre.  RL 6.0 – 6.9 


