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Theater & Ethics Course Stages Human Rights Play SEVEN
By Olivia Holmes ’16, Aeqvitas Editor  

 

Early this 
month, students in San 
Domenico’s Ethics and 
Theater 
interdisciplinary class 
preformed the play 
Seven, a documentary-
theater production that 
follows the lives of 
seven women from 
around the world who 
have made significant 
changes within their 
countries.  

The play is a 
compilation of stories 
and monologues pieced 
together from 
interviews of these 
women.  

San Domenico’s 
ethics class worked for the majority 
of first semester discovering and 
perfecting their renditions of these 
powerful narratives.  

 

Some of the women 
documented in the play include 
Marina Pisklakova-Parker, founder 
of the first domestic abuse hotline 
in Russia, Anabella De Leon, a 
human rights advocate and lawyer 
from Guatemala, and Mukhtar Mai, 
a women's rights and education 
advocate from Pakistan who had 
been assault as a young girl as part 
of a caste-related conflict.  

For the Ethics class, it was 
very rewarding to discover and 
better understand the characters 
they were portraying.  

Senior Juliana Johnson, a 
member of the class, said about the 
experience; “I learned so much 
from watching my peers prepare for 
the roles and researching the 
characters myself.”   

The result of the hard work 
was an enormously powerful play 
that touched upon more than just 
gender inequality, but other social 
justice issues such as poverty and 
class inequality. Following the 

performance, the 
audience had a 
chance to ask 
questions to the cast 
about their roles and 
the play in general.  

Senior Joan 
Spaulding says she 
particularly enjoyed 
this part and 
expressed how she, 
“really liked how after 
witnessing the 
women's stories, we 
were able to talk 
about what we saw 
with the actors and 
get their personal 
views on the 
characters.”  
This play was a joint 

effort between theater instructor 
Jen Grimes and social justice 
teacher Kristen Levine who, each 
year, chose a different ethical topic 
to address through theater.  

The course addressed the 
death penalty with a performance of 
Dead Man Walking in 2011, 
examined hate crimes through the 
lens of The Laramie Project in 
2012, focused on the epidemic of 
school shootings with a production 
of Bang, Bang, You’re Dead in 
2013, explored wrongful 
convictions with The Exonerated in 
2014, and last year, they examined 
dynamics surrounding the police 
beating of Rodney King and the 
riots following their subsequent 
acquittal in Twilight Los Angeles 
1992. The hard work of these two 
teachers, along with the countless 
hours put in by the students was 
very apparent in the wonderfully 
acted and eye opening play SEVEN. 

 
Senior Olivia Dai as Afghani activist 
Farida Azizi, who had been forced to 
wear a burqa under Taliban rule.  

 
Seniors in the in the roles of human rights activists from Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Russia, Cambodia, Guatemala, Afghanistan, and Ireland in San Domenico’s 
production of SEVEN, a documentary play about the challenges and 
triumphs of women around the world. 
 



Multicultural Day Reflects San Domenico’s Diverse Student Body  
By Missy Carlson ‘17 
 

 

On November 
12, San Domenico 
school celebrated its 
annual Multicultural 
day with food, crafts, 
performances, and 
fashion from around 
the world. The event 
has been a tradition 
for many years and is 
organized by the 
Multicultural Club, a 
club dedicated to 
informing the student 
body about the 
cultures and practices 
of their peers.   

Multicultural 
day is just one of many annual 
events hosted by the 
Multicultural Club, along with 

moderator and ESL teacher 
Janet Christensen.  
Although the event was a team 
effort, the event was primarily 

organized by Guliniali 
Tuerhong, this year’s club 
president.  “We wanted to let 
people know that there are 
many cultures and cultural 
influences among the students,” 
Tuerhong said. “This school is 
really very diverse.”  

The celebration 
consisted of a talent show, in 
which students performed 
dances or song from their 
cultures, a fashion show 
featuring traditional clothing 
from around the world, and 
outdoor booths where students 
could try foods from around the 
world and learn about a variety 
of nations. Among the regions 
represented were Europe, 
Africa, Latin America and Asia. 
All of these booths and events 
were planned in an effort to 
promote cultural understanding 
and knowledge among 
students.  
 The culture booth 
section of the event was an 
overall crowd favorite. Each 
student was given a passport in 

which they received a 
stamp from every 
booth they visited. In 
order to get this stamp, 
the students had to try 
the food from the 
booth or learn 
something new about 
the culture.  

San Domenico 
has a diverse 
community of 
students, and being 
able to learn about one 
another’s culture is a 
fabulous opportunity. 
This year’s celebration 
was a huge hit and very 

fun for the student body. More 
than that, it was a step forwards 
towards cultural awareness. 
Students at SD upper school 
come from many different 
nations and cultures, making it 
especially important to 
celebrate multiculturalism. 

 
 

 
Juniors Ugochi Egonu, Paige Bentum, Mesgana Admassu, Ogechi 
Egonu, and Ashley Sanchez wore apparel from the parents’ native 
countries of Nigeria, Ghana, Ethiopia, and El Salvador at San 
Domenico’s Multicultural Day.  
 

 
Freshman Amy Bunayamongkol taught 
traditional paper folding arts, a tradition in 
her native Thailand. 
 

 
Junior Mari Garces wore clothing from her 
native Colombia and dished out samples of 
traditional baked goods. 
 



Commentary: ISIS is not Islam and Hate Speech is Un-American  
By Rachel Clyde ‘17

On November 
12, two suicide 
bombings killed at 
least 42 people and 
injured many more in 
Beirut, the capital of 
the small 
Mediterranean 
country of Lebanon. 
The bombers 
positioned 
themselves in busy 
areas of the city and 
detonated their 
bombs just minutes 
apart. The next day, 
in Paris nine shooters 
managed to kill more 
than 130 people in 
four different 
locations. Seven of 
these men are dead, 
one is in custody, and the last disappeared 
across the border. These militants were 
affiliated with the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria, also known as ISIS or Daesh.  

These terrorists targeted civilians rather 
than politicians or people with power. These are 
called “soft-targets”, and it is easy to imagine 
oneself in this position, especially after their 
actions were copied even more recently by a 
married pair of radicals who killed 14 people at 
a holiday party in San Bernardino. 

These tragedies have resulted in 
widespread support and unity among survivors 
and their communities. In Paris and Beirut 
people lined up at hospitals to donate blood and 
memorials were set up to remember those who 
were lost.  

The terrorist group ISIS has 
monopolized headlines lately with their attacks 
and has become globally known. They are a 
wealthy, militant extremist group and they have 
established rule in parts of Iraq and Syria based 
on Sharia Law, dictating how Muslims live and 
committing human rights abuses against 
millions. While ISIS presents itself as adherents 
of the Islamic religion, it is a radical group of 

terrorists. The 
organization 
does not 
represent 
Muslims or the 
Islamic faith 
itself.  

A huge 
social issue has 
emerged from 
people making 
this mistake, 
and generalizing 
all Muslims as 
terrorists, when 
in reality the 
vast majority of 
the world’s 1.5 
billion Muslim 
find these 
terrorist acts to 
be atrocious.  

Since these heartbreaking events, a wave of 
anti-Muslim and anti-refugee voices has been 
sweeping across the United States. One 
presidential candidate has even called for “a 
total and complete shutdown of Muslims 
entering the United States”. In recent weeks, 
many mosques around the world have been 
attacked along with countless other hate crimes 
against Muslim people. This includes crimes 
here in California, such as the recent 
firebombing of a mosque in Coachella and the 
harassment of Muslims praying in a park in 
Castro Valley last week.  

During these times, it is important to not 
lose sight of our values. The proposals of 
registering Muslims, refusing refugees, and 
monitoring mosques are absurd and completely 
opposite of what is written in our constitution. 
This hateful language of alienation is not who 
we are.  

Students at San Domenico stand for 
equality and acceptance regardless of religion, 
gender, color of skin, or origin. As a community 
we respect each other, hoping that this value 
will reach out into communities surrounding us 
and beyond. 

 
 

 
A selection of student art illustrates the diversity of our campus and 
community.  



San Domenico Kicks Off Holiday Season With the Annual Food Drive 
By Aidan Kwasneski ‘19

 

Just before 
Thanksgiving, the San 
Domenico community wrapped 
up the annual food drive with 
record number of cans and dry 
goods collected. San Domenico 
holds an annual food drive 
every year to amass a large 
amount of packaged meals for 
the San Francisco & Marin 
Food Bank throughout the 
month of November, 
culminating with the final count 
and load out on the day before 
Thanksgiving Break.  

Each student is 
challenged to bring in at least 
five cans, but with the friendly 
competition aspect of our drive, 
though that number is always higher. Four teams—World 

Peas, Sweet Potatoes, 
Wishbones, and Pumpkin 
Pies—all face off in a 
competition to see which team 
can bring in the most cans. 
These teams consist of students 
and teachers of every grade 
level, from Pre-K all the way up 
to Upper School seniors.  

This year, San Domenico 
beat last year’s record again by 
collecting and donated 20,305 
items—a total of 14,663 lbs. of 
food, which the Food Bank 
estimates will be more than 
12,000 meals. San Domenico is 
second only to Safeway as the 
largest contributor of canned 
food to Food Bank—a pretty 
amazing feat for a small school.   

The Food Drive is 
coordinated by Mirza Khan, 

Director of Religious Studies. 
“There is a public goal and a 
secret goal in my mind,” Khan 
said. “The clear public goal is to 
collect a large amount of food 
do a service in feeding our 
community. Now the secret goal 
is not that I want San Domenico 
students to just collect a lot of 
food, it is to learn how much joy 
there is in serving other people. 
So when students leave San 
Domenico, they will continue to 
live a life of joy through service 
to others.”  

“It's not about the 
massive amount of food we 
collect each year, it's about 
learning that joy of serving 
other people, and making it fun 
and a celebration of the San 
Domenico community,” he 
added. 

 
Students and faculty formed human chains to transfer the food from campus 
buildings to the waiting trucks from the San Francisco & Marin Food Bank.  
  

 
Students and faculty formed human 
chains to transfer the food from 
campus buildings to the waiting trucks 
from the San Francisco & Marin Food 
Bank.  
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