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Ten Years of Helping Wounds Heal in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
By Rachele Nagler ’15  

 

Over the 
summer, nine seniors 
journeyed to Bosnia-
Herzegovina in 
southeastern Europe 
along with teachers Jill 
Hoefgen and Ian Sethre 
for a little more two 
weeks of travel, study, 
and service. Fourteen 
years ago, Hoefgen and 
Sethre established a 
program at a summer 
school in an ethnically-
divided small town 
named Vares. Following 
the war of the 1990s, 
Vares, like many towns, 
adopted a system in which schools 
are called “Two Schools Under One 

Roof,” meaning Bosniak Muslim 
and Bosnian Croats attend classes 
separately. Because of the 
differences, the summer school 
integrates the children regardless of 
any differences. It attracts children 
to play and craft with one another 
without divisions.  
 Over the last ten years, more 
than 50 San Domenico students 
and four teachers have travelled to 
Bosnia. This year, the students 
raised money for the supplies and 

other program necessities by selling 
“From the Bay to the Balkans” t-
shirts designed by Daria Jackson 
’15.  

Even after months of 
preparation, when time came to let 
more than 70 kids into the school, 
the volunteers were nervous.  

Shea Rounds recalls 
her first day moderating 
activities in the gym, when 
she could hear the 
thundering footsteps as the 
excited children ran down 
the stairs. She wasn’t sure 
how she would control or 
make teams. The student 
volunteers were able to use 
Zlatan Likic, a former 
student of the program, as a 
translator, but everyone All soon 
figured out a common tool—hands. 
Improvised hand signals and 
motions were the easiest way to 
communicate.  

Claire Hu was 
concerned she would not 
know how to explain the 
rules of UNO properly. “I 
imagining that we would 
be speaking different 
languages to each that 
neither would understand 
and there would be a 
terrible mess,” Hu later 
reflected. “This experience 
made me realize that 
language is not a barrier, 
as long as we all have open 
hearts.”   

The summer school 
sessions consisted of 
activities like arts and 

crafts, sports, and games. The card 
game Uno was a favorite, as was 
soccer. In arts and crafts, children 
made puppets, facemasks, and a 
line of pipe-cleaner stick figures 
holding hands. 

Looking back, Guerin has 

fondly remembers the students in 
the program. “The summer school 
went by way too fast,” she said. “I 
was surprised to bond with the kids 
so quickly.”  

 
Seniors Daria Jackson, Maddie Murphy, Coco Jiang and the sports 
group at the summer school.  

 
Senior Jolene Guerin and her fan club in Vares. 
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Reflections on What 2014 Means in Bosnia-Herzegovina  
By Daria Jackson ’15, Social Justice Club Student Coordinator  

2014 has been a 
year to remember in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Not 
only does it mark the 
100th anniversary of the 
assassination that led to 
World War I and the 
twentieth anniversary of 
the more recent war of 
the 1990s, but also the 
tragedy of widespread 
flooding, the energy of 
popular protests, and the 
euphoria of the World 
Cup. 2014 marks the 
tenth anniversary of the 
first San Domenico 
student trip to the 
region.  

Just weeks before this year’s 
From the Bay to the Balkans group 
was set to leave for their 18-day trip 
to Bosnia in June, the region faced 
an entire season’s worth of rain in 
three days, prompting the worst 
flooding on record. Over 2,000 
landslides then followed these 
rains, displacing hundreds of 

remaining land mines from the 
country’s civil war almost twenty 
years ago. Thousands of people 
have been—and still are—displaced 
from their homes as flooding 
continues to plague the 
northeastern part of the country. 

Despite the record-breaking 
rainfall, which caused a substantial 
amount of flooding northern 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
throughout the region, the country 
still managed to roar with pride for 
their national team’s first 
appearance in the World Cup. 
These storms, however, did not stop 
Bosnians from celebrating their 
team’s performance in the World 

Cup. Flags, jerseys, 
scarves, and much 
more could be seen 
almost everywhere in 
Sarajevo and many 
other cities. Many 
flocked under cafe 
umbrellas to stay dry 
while watching the 
Zmajevi—dragons—
take on Argentina, 
Nigeria, and Iran. The 
most devoted fans did 
not fear the rain, 
whether it be running 
in the street to 
celebrate or standing 
in Sarajevo’s outdoor 
fan park for an entire 

match. In Sarajevo, the atmosphere 
matched and even surpassed that in 
which Bay Area residents 
celebrated after the Giants won the 
2010 and 2012 World Series.  

 Bosnians also took a 
look back in time 
commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the assassination 
of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of 
Austria and his wife Sophie by 
Serbian nationalist Gavrilo 
Princip, the event that led to the 
First World War. On the 
anniversary, an organization 
called Making Peace unveiled an 
outdoor photo exhibition 
targeting the creation and 
destruction of world peace 
through social justice issues. 
Residents and tourists from all 
over the world came to stand in 
the spot where Princip fired at 

the Archduke’s passing car, then 
made their way across the Miljacka 
river to view the almost mile-long 
public exhibit before being 
welcomed by city officials to a free 
commemorative concert by the 
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra. 

There is no doubt that this 
year will go down in Bosnian 
history, not only for the disastrous 
floods but for the unity and sense of 
pride created among the people due 
to the World Cup while paralleling 
an anniversary of a turning point in 
world history.

 
Senior Rachele Nagler examines a panel about Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic’s war crimes trial at the “Making 
Peace” exhibit. 

 
Seniors Daria Jackson and Jolene Guerin were interviewed 
live on national television and on the big screen in front of 
thousands at the Hyundai Fan Park of Sarajevo.  
 

 
As Bosnian graphic artist Amer 
Mrzljak’s work indicates, even A 
century later, locals have mixed 
emotions about both the assassin 
and the emperor.  
 



Into the Wilderness in Bosnia: Adventures in Eco-tourism  
By Shea Rounds ‘15 

 
In the nearly two 

decades since the end of 
the war in Bosnia, tourists 
have slowly returned to 
explore the country’s 
natural wonders and learn 
about its unique ecosystem 
that includes some of the 
few remaining unexplored 
canyons and forests in 
Europe.  During this year’s 
session, the group—nine 
seniors, along with 
teachers Jill Hoefgen and 
Ian Sethre, their sons, and 
alumnae Negeen Suri 
Nawim ’09 and Edna 
Siljdedich ‘14 went on 
various mountain excursions.  

For the group’s first outing, 
they left their hostel in Sarajevo and 
loaded into a van bound for  
Sutjeska National Park, on the 
border with Montenegro with 
Green Visions, Sarajevo’s main eco-
travel agency.  After about three 
hours, the group arrived on a 
mountain surrounded by heavy fog. 
When the group piled out of the car, 
heavy fog hid the tallest mountain 
in Bosnia, which was true to its 
name, Mount Maglic—the foggy 

mountain.  
The group then hiked 

through the mist and rain along a 
very narrow, slippery, muddy and 
steep trail for around three hours 
before arriving at Trnovacko Lake, 
located just over the Montenegro, 
for lunch under a primitive shelter 
as the rain picked up. Once the rain 
eased a little bit the group set back 
out on the trail, heading back up the 
mountain, ultimately arriving at the 
van cold, tired, and muddy. 
Everyone was exhausted and 
sprawled amongst the seats for the 
return trip. “They billed it as a 
‘moderate hike’, but it was a little 
more than any of us expected, 
especially in the rain,” said Ian 
Sethre. “I’m glad we did it, but at 
the time, I was just glad it was 
over.”  

A few days later, once the 
sun came out for the first time in 
what seemed like weeks, the crew 
connected with Green Visions again 
for visit to the small village of 
Lukomir, known as “the end of the 
world “ for its placement on the 
edge of the Rakitnica Canyon. 

Led by knowledgeable guide 
Alen Causevic, who has led four 
groups from San Domenico on this 
trek, the students filed along 
narrow paths used mainly by 
shepherds and their flocks in 

summer that ended in 
meadow with stunning views 
of the region’s most famous 
mountains and a gorgeous 
waterfall.  

After the hike, the 
group was treated to a 
delicious lunch of fresh-
baked sirnica—cheese pie—
and krumpirusa—potato 
pie—prepared by one of just 
a dozen lifelong village 
residents, Rahima Comor, 
and her daughter Saliha. The 
Comors provided coffee, tea, 
and fresh milk, and then 
showed the students their 
handmade wooden spoons 

and thick wool socks, made from 
wool shorn from the sheep right 
there in the village.  

For the students, these 
excursions were an opportunity to 
challenge themselves, explore the 
country, and connect with each 
other. “These hikes were a great 
bonding experience,” said Elyzah 
Bernstein. “It was also nice to be 
outside the main cities and see the 
real Bosnia.”  

 
Senior Elyzah Bernstein with Saliha and Rahima Comor in the 
remote mountain village of Lukomir.  
 

 
Senior Maddie Murphy standing front of 
Mount Maglic, Bosnia’s tallest mountain, 
which is completely covered in fog.  
  

Seniors descending the trail along the 
Rakitnica Canyon in eastern Bosnia.  
 



Scars and Sadness Remain in Bosnia Twenty Years After the War  
By Sasha Nakae ‘15 
 

As a part of this 
year’s From the Bay to 
the Balkans service 
learning program, 
students learned about 
some of the atrocities 
committed during the 
war of the 1990s, and 
what actions are being 
taken to clean up the 
remnants—physical and 
emotional—of the war.  

On one Sunday 
afternoon, we travelled 
through Republika 
Srpska—the Serb half of 
Bosnia—to the 
Srebrenica Memorial 
Center, which stands as a 
burial place and 
reminder of the genocide 
in which over 8,000 Bosnian 
Muslims, mostly men and boys, 
were killed in just a few days in July 
1995. In the sea of white 
headstones, it was a surreal and 
shocking experience to have a visual 
reminder of what 8,732 lives lost 
actually looks like. Certainly, it's a 
number easy to read or remember; 
but it's different to read a name, 
often belonging to a boy around 17, 
imagine his family, classmates, and 
plans for the future he had, and 
then multiply that by 8,732. It was 
in this moment that we 
remembered and deeply 
appreciated the value of peace, 
understanding, and life. 

For many of those who lost 
loved ones—fathers, husbands, son, 
friends—this memorial provides 
some consolation after the remains 
have been recovered from mass 
graves hidden throughout the 
countryside.  

 We also traveled to Tuzla, 
in northeastern Bosnia, to visit two 
projects of the International 
Commission for Missing Persons—
the DNA Identification Laboratory, 
and the Podrinje Identification 

Project first, where forensic 
pathologist Dragana 
Vucetic gave us a tour. 
Despite the lack of funding, 
which has left the facility 
entirely without 
electricity—including lights 
and refrigeration—the 
Identification Project  
currently has a caseload 
that includes 
approximately 1,300 sets of 
unidentified human 
remains in stacked body 
bags. The fact that many 
bodies were dug up and 
partially moved to new grave sites 
in an attempt to cover up killings, 
makes the job of matching putting 
remains together even harder, as 
remains from the same victim are 
often located in multiple sites.  
 With more than 30,000 
victims reported missing at the end 
of the war, this organization, which 
has succeeded in exhuming and 
identifying more than 20,000, has 
undertaken a monumental 
task.“The forensic morgue facility 
was smaller than I expected, and 
there was only one person in the 

whole office,” said senior 
Claire Hu. “After looking 
through the facility, I 
realized that it is only 
one step of the DNA 
identification. The whole 
process is long and 
complicated. Especially 
when I knew that 
program already lost its 
funding for this year, I 
felt sad for them”.  
 Across town at 
the DNA Identification 
Laboratory, we saw how 
their team takes 
information from bone 
samples, or tiny blood 
samples taken from 
survivors on the other 

side of the globe, and process them 
on computers. Through this highly 
organized system they find matches 
between people who died during 
the war and their family members 
who are searching for their 
remains. This technology has been 
used to identify remains from 9/11 
in New York City, as well as other 
disasters around the world.  

During our trip to Tuzla we 
started thinking about all of the 
families that are still full of 
questions of where their loved ones 
went and wait for them to come 
home.

 

 
Forensic pathologist Dragana Vucetic and senior Claire Hu examining 
human bone fragments found in the forest near Srebrenica, nineteen 
years after the massacre there.  
 

 
Walking among the gravestones in the Srebrenica-
Potocari Memorial, the final resting place of 
thousands of victims, some as young as 12-year-old.  
 


