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Creativity and Collaboration at Fourth Annual Women in Music Concert  
By Susan Sun ‘15 
 

  
During the first weekend of 

March, the San Domenico Virtuoso 
Program’s Orchestra de Camera 
performed the fourth annual 
Women in Music Conference in the 
Hall of the Arts. The orchestra was 
conducted by Ann Krinitsky, who 
led the musicians through the 
works of contemporary female 
composers Hillary Tann, Victoria 
Bond, and Chen Yi.  

 The performance highlights 
the often-overlooked 
accomplishments of female 
musicians. The concert 
acknowledges and honors the 
talents of these female composers. 
The musicians were extremely 

proud to represent their musical 
counterparts and their hard work 
was evident.   
 The audience was especially 
impressed by the musicians’ great 
talent in composition and 
performance. “The power of women 
is elegantly elaborated in every little 
movement and rhythm. It was truly 
a great and inspiring concert,” said 
junior Ivy Liang. In today’s world 
people are more connected than 
ever, with the status of women 
taking a global seat in international 
and national discussions.  

Female composers are able 
to communicate their pieces and 
support one another more than ever 
before. “These days we’re quite a 
tightknit and supportive group,” 
said Hillary Tann, “even twenty 
years ago, things were different and 
women musicians worked more in 
isolation.” 

The concert received rave reviews 
from students and demonstrates 
the student’s strong reflection of 
music this year. Junior  
Erin Wiens St. John commented, “I 
loved the way the orchestra worked 
together in ‘Water’s Edge’, 
particularly. It really created the 
feeling of water.”   

 
The promotional poster for the concert 
featured original artwork by junior Lina Peng. 
   

 
San Domenico Virtuoso Program’s Orchestra de Camera and conductor Ann 
Krinitisky performing at the annual Women in Music concert.   

 
Senior and cellist Holly Wheeler 
preparing for the performance.     
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Lily Hansen: On a “Mission to Teach Every Kid How to Sign” 
By Emily Datnow ‘15 
 

For her ROSE 
Project, senior Lily Hansen 
chose to work with deaf 
and hard of hearing 
students. For five weeks, 
Hansen assisted the 
Magnolia Park School in 
San Rafael, where children 
how to communicate 
effectively, even listening 
and speaking. Hansen was 
so inspired by this 
program during the school 
year that she decided to 
continue her service 
throughout the summer, 
as well. “Throughout my 
summer, I taught the 
students how to say difficult words like “frog” and 
“cat”, and had them repeat it to me,” Hansen said.   

She also taught the students many songs, 
which she signed and sang, a teaching style known as 
dual language learning. Lily helped the children learn 
basic communication phrases like “I have to go to the 
bathroom,” “I’m mad,” and “I have a pain.” In her 
presentation, Hansen added, “These communication 
skills are necessities. When they didn’t know how to 

communicate, the kids 
would feel angry because 
they felt isolated in their 
own world.” It was really 
touching and inspiring for 
her to watch as the kids 
progressed in learning to 
sing and sign. 

Hansen originally 
decided to work with the 
deaf and hard of hearing 
because she wanted to 
incorporate sign language 
into her project. “I 
originally heard about this 
program through a friend 
of mine who is hard of 
hearing,” says Hansen. 
Having friends that were 

hard of hearing inspired Hansen to teach herself sign 
language and she immediately fell in love with it. 
“Not only did I enjoy more than eighty hours at 
Magnolia Park, but I hope to get my certificate of 
interpretation for American Sign Language and 
become an audiologist or speech pathologist,” 
Hansen exclaimed. This project served as an 
inspiration to her and as an introduction to the world 
of the deaf and hard of hearing.  

 

Jessica Baldwin Rehabilitates Marin Wildlife at WildCare  
By Susan Sun ’15  
 

For her ROSE Project, 
senior Jessica Baldwin volunteered 
at WildCare, a wildlife hospital and 

rehabilitation center in San Rafael. 
While there, she nursed sick wild 
animal patients and helped them 
safely return to their natural 
habitats. WildCare’s mission is to 
advocate for wildlife for a 
sustainable world, and to actively 
pursue that mission through 
nature education, wildlife 
rehabilitation and community 
outreach.  
 According to Baldwin, 
there are two parts of the program: 
the hospital and the WildCare 
Solutions. The hospital treats more 
than 3,000 animal-patients every 
year with the goal to nurse them all 
back to health so they can be 
returned safely to their habitats. 
WildCare Solutions services offer a 
humane solution to nuisance 
animal problems by providing 
home inspections, repairs, and 
animal removal. For example, 

instead of just relocating bats for 
roosting under the eaves of 
people’s roofs, specialists from 
WildCare come out and install wire 
blockades to prevent the bats from 
accessing the dark spaces. This 
solution is much more efficient 
than extermination or relocation, 
because most times the animal will 
find its way back to where it was.  
 Baldwin volunteered at 
WildCare once a week after school 
and during the summer. “Although 
this may seem like a long time, it 
flew by a lot faster than I thought it 
would. Volunteering at WildCare 
was not only educational and 
hands on, it was also a fun way to 
spend my time. I learned so much 
and enjoying working with the 
animals,” Baldwin commented. 
She added, “I’m very excited to go 
back and do more work with 
WildCare in the future.” 

 
Senior Lily Hansen ’14 working with deaf and hearing-impaired 
children at Magnolia Park School in San Rafael, pictured here in a 
video capture screenshot. “My mission is to help teach every kid how 
to sign and speak.”   

 
Jessica Baldwin at work at WildCare in 
San Rafael.   



SD Joins ‘One Million Rising’ to End Violence Against Women on V-Day  
By Camille Ayanruoh ‘15 
 

On February—
Valentine’s Day—the San 
Domenico student body 
joined in solidarity with 
millions of students 
around the world to 
observe and celebrate V-
Day, a global event to raise 
awareness and stand in 
solidarity with these 
women. The celebration 
was led by the Social 
Justice Club to honor 
women around the world 
and to bring awareness of 
those who are subjected to 
domestic violence.  

V-Day is a catalyst 
that promotes creative 
events to increase awareness, and revitalize the spirit 
of existing anti-violence organizations. V-Day 
generates broader attention for the fight to stop 
violence against women and girls, including rape, 
battery, incest, female genital mutilation, and sex 
slavery.  

Working with local organizations, V-Day was 
able to raise funding that helped open the first shelters 
for women in Egypt and Iraq; sponsored annual 
workshops and three national campaigns in 
Afghanistan; convened the “Confronting Violence” 
conference of South Asian women leaders; and 

donated satellite-phones to 
Afghan women to keep lines 
of communication open and 
action plans moving 
forward.  
 During the 
presentation, Social Justice 
Club members performed in 
the spirit of V-Day by 
reading parts of Nigerian 
writer and activist 
Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie’s “We Should All Be 
Feminists” and showing 
videos on the topic of 
violence against women. In 
true V-Day spirit, the 
presentation ended with 
students dancing in 

solidarity to demand an end to violence against 
women. The presentation highlighted the hardships 
that one third of the entire female population is forced 
to undergo, but also the strength and power that 
women have.  
 Sophomore Olivia Holmes comments, “V-Day is 
one of my favorite events because it’s empowering and 
allows the world to reflect on this injustice. I hope V-
Day continues to be celebrated at San Domenico so 
that future students, male and female, are able to stand 
up for these women and raise awareness about violence 
against women.” 

 

Body Positive Redefines “Beautiful” with This is Beauty Week 
By Makenna Dixon-Essien ‘16
 

March 10th kicked off San Domenico’s Body 
Positive, This is Beauty week. Body Positive is a non-
profit organization that promotes love of one’s body. 
San Domenico’s own Body Positive group has been 
very active on campus, hosting training sessions and 
drop-in groups.   

San Domenico’s Body Positive group celebrated 
This is Beauty week in the high school with positive 
posters, group activities, and an assembly. The group 
also hosted special meetings in the Middle School, 
where they watched videos and discussed what beauty 
means to them. The Body Positive recognizes the 
importance of healthy eating and regular exercise so 
they’ve created a system of intuitive self-care.  

The Body Positive was created to help young 
women and men realize that they are in control of their 
bodies and their beauty – whatever it may be. San 
Domenico parent Mary Wallace commented, “I think 
it’s an amazing, lifesaving community that whispers 
into the ears of young women that they are beautiful as 
they are. And it gives girls a chance to experience 

themselves in life, how they really are, in a way that 
shoots down the obnoxious lies of advertising that say 
they’re not okay if they’re not fake and perfect.” 

 
Members of the Social Justice Club organized and hosted 
the V-Day event at San Domenico, one of thousands of 
participating schools.  

 
After the assembly coordinated by the Body Positive group, 
students participated in a variety of affirmative activities, noting 
what they appreciate about each other. 
 



 
 
San Domenico Celebrates Warm Wishes at Annual Hunger Banquet  
By Sydney Levine ‘14 
 

On March 5, 2014, 
the San Domenico Social 
Justice Club held its 17th 
annual Hunger Banquet. 
The Hunger Banquet is an 
event to raise awareness 
surrounding local and global 
hunger, held in Dominican 
Hall each year. Students 
dine on rice and beans, a 
demonstration of the meal 
hundreds of thousands, even 
millions, eat for the entirety 
of their lives. The money the 
cafeteria saves from the 
event is awarded to the non-
profit organization, Oxfam.  

Oxfam is an international confederation of 
seventeen organizations working in approximately 90 
countries to find solutions to poverty and what it 
considers injustice around the world.  

This year, our guest speaker was Bill Hamm, 
founder of the local nonprofit Warm Wishes, an 
organization whose concept was born when Hamm 
gave gloves to a homeless man rubbing his hands 
together to stay warm. The first Saturday of every 
December the organization’s volunteers pack over 
5,000 backpacks, “StreetPacks” to be distributed all 
over Marin County and San Francisco. The backpacks 
are filled with hats, scarves, ponchos, gloves, 

emergency cards and a 
thoughtful Christmas card. 
These winter accessories 
help the homeless survive 
the difficult weather 
months. Hamm spoke to 
the high  school student 
body about his 
organization and 
experiences with poverty 
in the Bay Area.  

Hamm told his own 
story, that he was 
celebrating his anniversary 
in San Francisco when he 
saw a homeless man 
outside Tiffany’s jewelry 
store. After giving the man 

his gloves, Hamm was recognized by several homeless 
in San Francisco as the “glove man.” Hamm and his 
wife decided to start hanging out gloves and scarves to 
the homeless in the winter and this eventually grew 
into the organization it is today. His story was 
entertaining and inspiring. Senior Sahar  

Afrakhan said, “It was so humbling to hear 
Hamm speak at the Hunger Banquet. His organization 
does so much good for the homeless in the Bay Area, 
especially in Marin where poverty is not often seen. 
Warm Wishes does so much good for our community 
and I will definitely be participating in the StreetPack 
stuffing and distribution next year.” 

  
 

 
Members of the Social Justice Club served a simple meal of 
rice and beans to the students, faculty, and staff.  

 
Jolene Guerin, Edna Siljdedich, Sydney Levine, and Daria 
Jackson with Bill Hamm, founder of Warm Wishes.   

 
Juniors, seniors, and a third-grader filled hundreds of the 5,000 
StreetPacks that were distributed during winter. 
 




