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Seniors Bring Dance—and Joy—to Children in the Canal Neighborhood
By Aminat Oladunjoye ’15 
 

 Beginning last summer, 
seniors Onalli Gunasekara ’14 
and Lauren Ravina ’14 worked 
in San Rafael’s Canal 
neighborhood to teach local 
children hip-hop and ballet-
style dancing. The program, 
which they designed and 
implemented, began during 
the third week of June and 
continued every Saturday until 
mid-August. The concept 
came to them when they 
considered the large 
percentage of Bay Area 
parents who had to work 
during the summer but 
couldn't afford to enroll their 
children in summer activity 
programs.  

 Gunasekara and Ravina designed their 
curriculum to enable the kids to be active and  
creative at no cost to the families of participants. They 
collaborated with Dance Daze in Schools, a nonprofit 
dance education and youth development organization, 
to bring dance to the Pickleweed Community Center in 
the predominantly Hispanic Canal neighborhood of 
San Rafael.  Dance Daze provided them with teacher 
training lessons and the liability insurance to have 
their dance program. In order to secure a place to 
teach, the duo made a video presentation for the 

Pickleweed 
Community Center 
Board, explaining why 
there is a need for free 
dance classes in the 
community and the 
benefits their program 
would bring to the 
youth. The program 
was approved and they 
were provided with a 
free classroom to hold 
their classes.  
  
Next, Onalli and 
Lauren were able to 
find students by 
advertising to the 
Pickleweed community 
and attending 

community events. The summer dance program was 
open to all children in the area, and it was free of 
charge for all participants. “We were gifted every  
 

Saturday with the laughter and enthusiasm that our 
students brought as well as the gratefulness of the 
parents,” Gunasekara said. “One mother told us that 
her daughter asked her everyday if it was Saturday yet 
so she could go to dance class.”  

 

 
Lauren Ravina and Onalli Gunesekara spent the summer 
teaching ballet and hip-hop to children in San Rafael’s Canal 
neighborhood.   

 
Lauren Ravina helped the girls learn hip-hop dance styles.   

 
Onalli Gunesekara’s curriculum focused on rudimentary ballet.  



 

Social Justice Club Ends 2013 with 50th Microcredit Loan  
By Missy Carlson ‘17 

 

In early November, the 
San Domenico Social Justice 
Club completed its 50th 
microcredit loan through Kiva, 
since initiating their first loan 
to a farmer in Moldova in 
2006. The recipient of this 
most recent loan, a 42-year-
old mother of five named 
Ayawa intends to use the 
funds—a $50 contribution to a 
larger loan—to sell cosmetics 
in a market in rural Togo, in 
west Africa.  

Loans like this are 
possible due to the efforts of 
Kiva, a Bay Area-based online 
lending organization, which 
enables borrowers the world 
to apply for small loans. Their website, www.kiva.org, 
interludes hundreds of prospective borrower profiles 
as well as their business or agricultural plans. 

People can donate as little as $25 dollars to as 
much as they’d like in order to help. Kiva works with 
microfinance institutions that provide loans to people 
without access to traditional banking systems. The 
people who receive the money use it to improve their 
businesses or trades and then repay the loan. Once 
the loan is repaid the lender can recycle the money to 
someone else. The Social Justice Club has recycled 
more than $3,000 dollars in Kiva loans in the last 
seven years. 

“I think it is a valuable 
exercise because it is 
cyclical—we’ve only 
had one default, so all 
that  money comes 
back and then someone 
else can use it,” said 
Social Justice Club 
moderator Ian Sethre. 
“It is effective in 
helping students to 
understand both the 
potential and 
limitations of their 
good intentions as well. 
We can’t fund them all, 
but we do a little 
something.”  

Typically when 
choosing women to 

lend to the club will select regions that they find 
interesting and look through profiles that way. The 
Social Justice Club only donates to women, primarily 
because women are more likely than men to keep 
their trades within the community. They are more 
likely to repay their loans and teach their trade to 
other women and children nearby.  

Members of the club really enjoy having the 
opportunity to do something great, and lending 
through Kiva is a great way of remaining in solidarity 
with women in our world. As a community we 
sometimes forget how fortunate we are, but it’s 
important to recognize this and donate to help others 
who are in need.  

 

 
Ayawa is a 42-year-old mother of five children between the 
ages of 7 and 21. She is using her loan to finance simple 
cosmetics sales in Togo.  

 
A loan from the Social Justice club has helped Razia’s 
Group, a women’s collective in Pakistan, to purchase 
wholesale groceries and resell them at a neighborhood 
market.   

Yolander (center), a 32-year-old entrepreneur from Zimbabwe 
runs a small clothing store for children call Kidswear. She has 
repaid her $50 loan from the Social Justice Club.  
 



San Domenico Students Host ‘International Day of the Girl’ Event  
 By Camille Ayanruoh ’15  
 

On October 11, the 
San Domenico Social Justice 
Club and the Multicultural 
Clubs hosted an on campus 
screening of the 
documentary film Girl 
Rising. The film is the story 
of female empowerment 
through education all over 
the world, focusing on the 
stories of girls in Egypt, 
Afghanistan, Nepal, Peru, 
India, Cambodia, Sierra 
Leone, and Haiti. Currently 
in the news is 16-year old 
Malala Yousafzai from 
Pakistan. In October of 
2012, Yousafzai was shot by the 
Taliban for speaking out against the 
oppressive Taliban militants 
occupying her hometown and 
encouraging female education. It is 
important for us, at San Domenico, 
to remember how fortunate we are 
to be receiving such an incredible 

education, while many women 
around the world are deprived of 
that right.  

The two clubs were very excited 
to host the event, which ultimately 
included about a hundred people 
from the community.  

 “The film made me realize how 
lucky I am to have such an amazing 

education here at San 
Domenico,” said senior 
Yi Ning Wong. “I was 
shocked to learn that 
so many girls, all 
around the world, are 
deprived of education”. 
The Social Justice Club 
had a donation box for 
the Ugandan Rural 
Development Training 
program (URDT), the 
all-girls school in rural 
Uganda, in central 
Africa. Several San 
Domenico alumnae 
and students have 
travelled to Uganda 

with teachers Kristen Levine and 
Hilary Staples to work with girls at 
the school. The club was able to 
raise almost $600, which will be 
donated to URDT. Both clubs were 
honored to be involved in the 
screening of the film and look 
forward to hosting similar events in 
the future.  

Preserving Our Community’s Values and Traditions with the Honor Council 
By Edna Siljdedich ’14, Aeqvitas Editor 
 

On Monday, September 30, the San Domenico 
Honor Council hosted an assembly to inform the upper 
school about its mission. The Honor Council is made 
up of five students: senior Grace He, and juniors 
Annabelle Kronik, Aminat Oladunjoye, Rachele Nagler, 
and Grace He, along with five faculty members, Kristi 
Epke, Kaitlyn Gallagher, Ian Sethre, and John 
Bowermaster, who chairs the group. It is a student-
teacher-organized committee that bridges the gap 
between faculty and students. The Honor Council is 
used to improve and educate the students and faculty 
about our community values and culture. It is 
responsible for instilling in us the honor code and 
implementing a plan to promote trust, communication, 
and academic honesty.  

The assembly included a video made by 
Kimberly Shannon ’04, the alumna who founded the 
council in 2003. The student and faculty members 
explained the Council’s mission and presented the 
Honor Council pledge.  

“The pledge is, in writing, what is expected of a 
San Domenico student or other member of our 
community,” said Aminat Oladunjoye, one of the 
student representatives. “It is not a set of laws to 
discipline people, because the Honor Code is mostly 
about common values and doing the right thing, even 
when challenged otherwise.” The students, faculty, and 

staff of the high school read the pledge together and 
then signed a book, promising to abide by the honor 
code.  

By establishing a communal code of values the 
students and faculty are able to feel connected to our 
community and the standards that are expected of us. 
“I’m proud to be a part of the Honor Council because I 
am able to represent the needs of the student body,” 
said Rachele Nagler. “It feels good to know that our 
voices are heard and respected.” 

 
Freshmen with signs at the International Day of the Girl event.    

 
Juniors Rachele Nagler and Aminat Oladunjoye, along with 
John Bowermaster and the signed Honor Code.   
 



 “Humbling and Heartwarming”: Elena Kim’s Service in the Philippines
By Olivia Holmes ‘16 
 

 Last December, senior 
Elena Kim traveled to the 
Philippines for two weeks to 
complete her ROSE project. For 
Kim, the goal of this journey was to 
help those who less fortunate, as is 
the case with many of the people 
who live in rural areas of the 
Philippines. Because she has 
relatives living there, the 
Philippines seemed like an optimal 
location. The program she chose to 
work with was the 1,000 
Missionary Movement, but she was 
able to choose what she wanted to 
do to improve the community. She 
wanted to not only help members of 
their community become more 
educated, but also find themselves 
spiritually. Most of the time Kim 
spent there was used teaching 
children in the village English. To 
connect with the children, she 
would also play games and sing 
songs with them. Kim says that she 
was able to form close bonds with 
the children, they even called her 
Ate, or “older sister,” in their native 
language of Tagalong.  

Along with the education 
aspect of her journey, she also 
wanted to address the lack of a 
sufficient health care program in 
most parts of the Philippines. Many 
people living in villages, like the one 
Kim visited, don’t have easily 
accessible medical care, so in her 
free time she assisted in caring for 
patients. On two occasions, she also 

helped her father, a medical doctor 
working in the Philippines, during 
minor surgeries. Kim described the 
experience as “humbling and heart-
warming,” and she is excited to go 
back in the near future. “This 
experience was mind and heart-
changing. It made me feel so 
grateful and taught me to truly love 
others,” said Kim. 

 

Daisy Gutierrez Embarks on Teaching Career at Point Reyes Church 
By Shea Rounds ‘15 

Senior Daisy 
Gutierrez spent several 
months at Olema Sacred 
Heart Church in Point Reyes 
Station to teach catechism 
classes to children preparing 
for confirmation. The classes 
were held every week for 
twelve middle school 
students, from September to 
June. Gutierrez plans to 
become a teacher, so she was 
excited to experience 
teaching a real class. She 
worked with Confraternity of 
Christine Doctrine (CDC), a 
religious teaching program 
of the Catholic Church.  

The classes are used to teach children the 
basic doctrines of their faith. Gutierrez used various 
exercises, interpretations of biblical stories, and 
talked with the children about the significance of 
confirmation. “I was very excited to see the students 

participate and engage in class 
activities,” she commented. 
During class, some of the 
students would fool around 
and it was hard to get them to 
respect her as a teacher, rather 
than a friend.  

In the end, once 
Gutierrez separated them, 
they were very respectful 
towards each other and the 
classroom. The children began 
to listen and participate and 
they even told her they looked 
forward to the class. “I really 
enjoyed teaching catechism 
because my faith is something 

I value and I was glad to share this with my 
students,” she said. Gutierrez has begun teaching the 
class again and is excited to work with her new 
students. 

 

 
Senior Elena Kim with the local children.  

 
Senior Daisy Gutierrez with her students at Olema 
Sacred Heart Church.   



San Domenico Celebrates Sustainability with Annual Open Garden Day  
By Sydney Levine ‘14

 During the first weekend in 
October, San Domenico hosted its 
annual Open Garden Day 
Celebration. Each year, every grade 
level contributes a product to be 
sold, including lavender wands, 
homemade jams and salsas, 
scarves, beauty products and much 
more. There were also many fun 
activities, including a petting area 
that featured two goats, a pair of 
ducks and a large rabbit, as well as 
live music, cooking classes, arts and 
crafts, and even a bee and honey 
booth! Some high school students 
manned a face-painting booth and 
dozens of children came away with 
butterflies, flowers and other 
creatures adorning wrists and arms. 
Teachers and students brought 

friends and family to enjoy the 
event and the garden was packed 
right up until the day ended.  

  Open Garden Day is held in 
San Domenico’s organic four-acre 
‘Garden of Hope’ each year to 

celebrate fall and welcome families 
back into the San Domenico 
community. Families from all 
grades come to enjoy the festivities 
and everything the garden has to 
offer. Our sustainability and 
environmental coordinator, Shelley 
Flint, organizes the event.  

“For several weeks before, 
we had class after class come down 
to the garden to help spruce or 
make products to sell, from natural 
body care to apple sauce,” said 
Flint. “It's a lot of work, but a labor 
of love. My favorite event to 
organize!” Flint could be seen 
demonstrating to children how a 
dandelion grows from bulb to 
flower, or absorbed in conversation 
with a parent—or four. “It was truly 
a community gathering as families 
from all school levels joined 
together for a relaxing day of fun.

 

 

 
Freshmen Linda Bu and Mari Garcas prepare caramel apples in the Garden 
of Hope's outdoor kitchen during Open Garden Day. 
 

 
Sophomore Sylan Yuan painted children’s faces at the Open Garden Day. 
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