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Happy New Year, 恭喜发财, 새해  복  많이  받으세요 , Chúc mừng năm mới! 
By Lynn Falesoga ‘13 
 

 A new year means 
new beginnings, 
celebrations, and a lot of 
food. This year, San 
Domenico celebrated the 
arrival of the New Year not 
only once, but twice 
through the many different 
cultures represented here 
on campus. With students 
from China, Taiwan, South 
Korea, and Vietnam—all 
countries where lunar New 
Year is traditionally 
observed—the entire 
student body embraced the 
diversity of this school, 
celebrating the end of the 
Year of the Rabbit, and the beginning of the Year of the 
Dragon during the fourth week of January.   
 The cafeteria served Asian-inspired cuisine, and 
students from China and South Korea gave presentations on 
the traditions of their home countries. Alice Gu, a 
sophomore from Souzhou, China showed slides and 

discussed the traditional feasts of long noodles, spring rolls, 
and sticky rice cakes, as well as traditional clothing, 
decorations, games, and customs. “There are a lot of 
international students here at San Domenico,” Gu noted. 
“So it is important to share the traditions together as a 
whole community with people from different cultures.”  
 Five Korean students also discussed festivities in 
their country. Melody Seo, a junior from Seoul, enjoyed 
the opportunity to share her culture with everyone.  “I 
wanted to do something that all students could 

participate in,” said Seo. 
“Starting a new year is really 
important for all people, so it's a 
pleasure celebrate it with the 
whole school.” 
 After the presentations, the 
teachers and staff gave the 
students traditional red envelopes 
(containing chocolate coins 
instead of real ones).  Spanish 
teacher Angela Weilel, who is also 
faculty coordinator for the 
Multicultural Club noted the 
importance of the event. “As a 
community, we become closer 
after learning about experiences 
within one’s culture,” said Weikel. 
“News Years’ is a time to be with 
loved ones, and we got the chance 

to share this holiday with are school community.”  
 For many students, 
the assembly was a chance to 
better understand their 
classmates. “I learned a lot and 
it was great to see my classmates 
talk about there culture,” said 
sophomore Oshani Gunesekara. 
“I could tell they were really 
happy and it was a humbling 
experience to watch them, and I 
enjoyed their descriptions of 
different types of food—that's 
one thing that every culture has 
in common!”  
  It wasn’t just the high 
school students who were 
celebrating. As is also yearly 
tradition for the students in the 
Early Education program, 
kindergarten and Pre-K students 
join in the festivities as well. 
Earlier in the day, seniors Erica Lee and Helen Ma, as well as 
a group of sophomores in Janet Christiansen’s ESL class 
shared traditions with the eager children, who later paraded 
through campus.  
 Head of School David Behrs noted that as San 
Domenico’s community expands and evolves, so do the 
celebrations, traditions, and culture. “It's our mission to 
embody and value the different cultures that we are lucky to 
have because as a school we represent diversity,” Behrs said. 
“Its very important for international students to feel 
comfortable enough to share traditions from their home and 
because this their home for the school year.”

 
Seniors Erica Lee and Helen Ma discussing Korean and Chinese 
traditions with the Early Ed students.   

 
Early Ed teacher Terry Percy and her students in the parade.  

 
Junior Julia Francone receives a 
red packet from Kathy Laughlin  

The Voice of the San 
Domenico Social Justice 
Club, named in honor of 
the Roman goddess of 
justice & fair dealings.  



Students and Faculty Gather to sign the Honor Code Pledge  
By MJ Kwak ‘13 

 

On January 17, the entire San 
Domenico faculty and high school 
student body assembled in the Chapel 
for a special assembly put on by the 
Honor Council. The Honor Council was 
established in 2003 under the 
leadership of John Bowermaster, and 
several teachers and students have 
served on it over the years. This year, 
Honor Council is composed of 
Academic Dean Tracey Kelp, along with 
two teachers—Kristi Epke and Ian 
Sethre—and three student 
representatives—seniors Erica Lee and 
Libby Reyff, and junior Olivia 
Ayanruoh, who offer crucial perspective 
of the wellbeing of our community.  

The Honor Council represents 
and strengthens San Domenico 
community’s valuable identities—
respect, honesty, trust, and 
responsibility. Its main purpose is to 
serve creating healthy and supportive 
atmosphere of our community and 

academic environment. In the past, the 
Honor Council has sponsored many 
surveys to understand and solve the 
social concerns of students, and in 2007, 
the Honor Council recommended the 
utility of turninin.com to help students 
better understand the importance of 
academic originality, especially at a time 
when were are more reliant on 
technology and more information is 
easily accessible.  
 According to Kelp, the Honor 
Council is most interested in learning 
about student concerns and spreading 
awareness of the Honor Code. “We want 
to this to be an environment where the 
faculty and students can live by the 
values of the honor code as fully as 
possible,” said Kelp. “The goal is to 
ensure that the community is not only 
tolerance, but also to reinforce the idea 
of empathy—between teachers and 

students, and among students with one 
another.” 

On the assembly day, all 
the San Domenico high school 
students, faculty, and 
administration signed a pledge that 
signifies agreement with honor 
code. Signing a pledge was 
meaningful as it reminded and 
informed us that our thoughtful 
individual acts and responsibility 
as a member our community would 
contribute to form better education 
and social community by stronger 
and sincere unity. “Our Honor 
Code mainly stresses respect and 
trust in this academic setting and 
community as a whole,” said Lee. 
“To create and support a 
harmonious community, we - 
students, faculty, and 
administration - must treat one 
another with sincerity and respect.”

 
Honor Council student representatives Libby Reyff, Erica Lee, and Olivia Ayanruoh   

 
Senior Nicole Frias signs the Honor Code.   
The Honor Code describes an accountable, school-wide commitment to an environment rooted in integrity and dedicated to achieving a 
culture of respect and trust. It entrusts students, faculty, and administration the duty to monitor their actions. It assumes they will conduct 
themselves responsibly and respectfully. It acknowledges that as members of a larger community we consider the effects of individual words 
and actions on the community. The Honor Code strengthens the sense of unity and responsibility by creating a common behavioral standard 
to which students, faculty, and administration will comply both in and outside the classroom. The Honor Code ensures the protection of the 
fundamental right to a safe, supportive, and productive living and learning environment for all members of the San Domenico community.  

• Above all else, I will treat myself, others and the school community with the utmost respect. 
•  I will strive to practice and to expect of others honesty and integrity in both the academic and social setting.  
• I accept full responsibility for my words and deeds, both on and off campus.  
• I commit to speaking only that which is true.  
• I agree to use school property and equipment appropriately.  
• I will respect the personal property of others.  
• I will not give or receive unauthorized aid during the completion of any academic work in the form of cheating, 

 plagiarism, or other means of academic dishonesty.  
• I pledge to help create and sustain a more tolerant community.  

 

 



Reflections on Black History Month, an American Tradition 
By Cameron Mine ’14  
 

For 36 
years, February 
has been 
officially 
recognized as 
National Black 
History Month, 
an annual 
celebration of 
outstanding 
achievements by 
African-
Americans. 
Throughout the 
month African-
Americans are 
recognized for 
their critical—
albeit sometimes 
overlooked—
contributions to American history.  
 Black History Month has its origins in 1926, 
when historian Carter G. Woodson and the 
Association for the Study of Negro Life and History 
declared the second week of February to be what they 
designated “Negro History Week.” In 1976, the Ford 
Administration designated the entire month to be 
Black History Month. These days, the month 
continues to inspire communities and schools with 
events to educate the masses. National Black History 
Month is important to all racial groups as it not only 
serves as a reminder to important aspects of 
American history, but it is important to remember 
the struggles of a large group of people that were vital 
in creating society as we know it. 
            Junior Olivia Ayanruoh spends many of her 
weekends volunteering at San Francisco’s Museum of 
the African Diaspora (MoAD), which coordinated 
several programs and activities for children to 
discover and understand what it means to have 
African heritage. Throughout February, Ayanruoh 
helped lead several activities intended to instill 
awareness and pride, including making simple 
mirrors decorated with original African-inspired 
designs. The objective of this project was to instill in 
the children a sense of pride in themselves and their 
heritage, culture, and beliefs when they see their own 
reflection. For Ayanruoh, making these mirrors with 
the children was a profound experience. “It helped 
kids of all ethnicities come together with their friends 
and family to share stories, culture, and most 
important to have fun,” said Ayanruoh. 
            Ayanruoh also attended a MoAD-sponsored 
college fair in which representatives promoted 
historically Black colleges and universities like 

Howard in 
Washington, 
DC, and 
Morehouse and 
Spelman in 
Atlanta. 
            Black 
History Month 
provided 
occasions for 
me to celebrate 
my African 
roots with my 
family and 
community 
through events 
at Family Bible 
Fellowship 
Church in 
Newark.  

I was fortunate to see Captain Leslie Williams, 
one of the Tuskegee Airmen, the first squadron of 
African-American fighter pilots in the US military, 
which remained segregated throughout World War II. 
Their story was the subject of the recent film, Red 
Tails. Williams, who is now in his 90s, described the 
difficulty of overcoming the racism and prejudice of the 
Jim Crow laws, and urged the audience to be mindful 
of the tribulations that still occur. 

            Later actor and singer Sherre Bishop 
performed her one woman show, “From the 
Motherland to the Promised Land,” a dramatic musical 
journey of slave work songs and hymns from the early 
Black churches in America. Bishop’s performance gave 
vitality to the experience of the slaves and a deeper 
understanding of traditional spirituals.   

African-Americans history remains a pivotal 
component of American history. “It is a time to be 
appreciative of the sacrifices, wisdom, and knowledge 
they have shared with us,” said Ayanruoh.

 
“The Face of the African Diaspora” is a three-story photo mosaic at the Museum of the African 
Diaspora. It is comprised of 2,000 photos from all over the world.   

 
Captain Leslie Williams, now 93, was one of the first African-
American fighter pilots in the US military.  



 
Senior Libby Reyff Honored at Hearts of Marin Awards Banquet 
By Alessandra Jurick ’12  

 

On Thursday, 
January 5, senior Libby 
Reyff attended the Heart 
of Marin Awards as one 
of 21 youth nominated 
for the Youth Volunteer 
of the Year award for 
presented by the Center 
for Volunteer and 
Nonprofit leadership.  

Halleck Creek 
Ranch, a nonprofit horse 
ranch in Nicasio that 
caters to people with 
disabilities, nominated 
Reyff for her six years of 
volunteer work at the 
ranch. Several San 
Domenico teachers and 
faculty and the director of Halleck Creek attended the 
event as well. Reyff was ultimately one of four young 
people from Marin to be honored with the Kiwanis 
Club’s “Hope For America” award.  

Reyff has 
been working with 
Halleck Creek 
Ranch to provide 
lessons and trail 
rides to people 
living with 
disabilities who 
cannot ride or steer 
a horse by 
themselves. 
Halleck Creek 
provides this 
theraputic 
horseback riding 
mostly to children, 
but some adults 
ride as well.   

Most 
Saturdays, and even more frequently during the 
summer, Reyff spends several hours leading horses 
or side-walking—holding the rider if he or she needs 
the extra support. Reyff also helps out by shoveling 
manure, cleaning stables, and training new 
volunteers at the ranch. On designated orientation 
days, Reyff teaches volunteers of all ages how to put 
saddles on and off the horses, and how to lead and 
side-walk while interacting with the rider. She also 
volunteers in the winter and spring horse shows 
where riders show their new horseback riding skills.  

After six years of volunteering with her father 
at the Ranch, Reyff has formed relationships with the 
riders as well with the docile horses. “I got an attitude 
adjustment six years ago,” she said, “I see people with 
severe disabilities still come week after week and get 
on the back of the horse. They have every reason to 
complain—but they don’t. They are honestly the 
happiest, most grateful people I’ve ever met.” 

Both Reyff and fellow senior Veronica Farley, 
who began volunteering a year ago at Halleck Creek, 
will present their ROSE project based on their work 
with Halleck Creek to the San Domenico student 
body next month.  

 

 
Libby Reyff assists a young rider at Halleck Creek Ranch.  

 
Division Head Alyce Brownridge, Dean of Students Mimi Latno, 
Libby Reyff, and history teacher Amanda Tredinnick at the Hearts 
of Marin luncheon in San Rafael.  
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