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San Domenico Artists Put Smiles on Faces Half-a-World-Away 
By Edna Siljdedich ‘14 

For the 
fifth consecutive 
year, a group of 
talented San 
Domenico student 
artists have 
participated in The 
Memory Project, an 
initiative that 
enables advanced 
student artists in 
American high 
schools to create 
portraits for 
children and 
teenagers—many of 
them orphans—in 
developing 
countries.  
             The Memory 
Project was started in 2004 by Ben Schumaker, then a 
graduate student at the University of Wisconsin. San 
Domenico high school Art Department Chair Jill Hoefgen 
brought the program to this school in 2006.  With an average 
of ten San Domenico students participating annually, San 
Domenico students have sent more than fifty portraits to 
children in Egypt, Iraq, Mexico, Myanmar, Uganda, and, this 
year to Thailand.   
          “The memory project was 
a life changing experience,” 
said freshman Sophia 
Westeneys. “Not only was it 
truly beautiful to see how 
grateful all the children were to 
receive such a small gift, but it 
also made me realize how lucky 
I am to have so much.”  

The main purpose of 
The Memory Project is to give 
kids who wouldn’t otherwise 
have many personal belongings 
something to hold on to from 
their childhood. It is to help 
them keep up a positive image 
of themselves and to always 
remember their heritage. “We 
want to help the kids see 
themselves as works of art,” 
Schumaker notes on the initiative’s website. Schumaker 
distributes photos of children awaiting portraits to several 
American high schools, whose students then paint or sketch 
individual portraits. When the portraits are finished, 
Schumaker then hand delivers each of the portraits to the 

children. So far there have been over 30,000 portraits 
delivered to children around the world. 
 Hoefgen believes that this exercise helps students 
imagine the lives of these children and makes them more 
globally aware, while teaching them about about issues 
most students in the US don’t have deal with day-to-day, 
like poverty and human trafficking. “It is a unique 
opportunity for our skilled art students to participate in 

the social justice aspects of our 
mission,” Hoefgen said. “The 
students see that their art work 
can directly impact the lives of 
people around the world, and 
the kids who receive portraits 
are truly touched knowing that 
someone somewhere is 
thinking of them.”  

For senior Ja 
Limjantra, who is from 
Thailand, this was a deeply 
personal experience. “When I 
watched the video of the kids 
receiving the portraits, I heard 
one of the children say in Thai, 
‘Thank you for taking the time 
to draw these portraits, I will 
keep it forever’,” reflected 
Limjantra. “Hearing this in 

Thai—in my own language—I was able to connect with 
them.”  
 ‘The Memory Project made it clear to me that a 
simple act of kindness can impact people’s lives,” 
Limjantra added.

 

The Voice of the San 
Domenico Social Justice 
Club, named in honor of the 
Roman goddess of justice & 
fair dealings.  
 

 
Photos of Jill Hoefgen’s art students side-by-side with the Ben Shumaker’s images of the children receiving their 
portraits upon delivery in Thailand last month.. L-R, senior Crystal Shan, Pangpond, freshman Sophia 
Westeneys, and Mook.   
 

 
Senior Ja Limjantra, and Ice.  
 



International Students Bring Their Cultures to Early Ed’s Lunar New Year Celebration 
By Melody Seo ‘13 

 

On the day before the Early Ed program’s 
Chinese New Year parade and celebration last 
month, four high school students from China and 
South Korea joined History teacher Ian Sethre to 
visit the Early Education Kindergarten and Pre-K 
morning assembly to discuss New Year traditions.   

Juniors Helen Ma and Erica Lee, along with 
sophomores Rita Hu and I brought pictures, games, 
and flags to help make the children more easily 
understand our cultures. We also discussed different 
kinds of food and explained why we follow these 
traditions. “I think it is important to inform people 
about of our diversity, especially in a place where 
people have such different backgrounds,” said Helen 
Ma, a native of Beijing. “The opportunity to share 
information with the kids was an interesting and 
unforgettable experience.”  

 

San Domenico Latina Students Attend Latino Youth Summit in San Francisco  
By Erica Lee ’12  

During the first 
weekend of winter break last 
month, six students joined 
World Languages Department 
Chair and Spanish teacher 
Angela “Senora Sol” Weikel to 
represent San Domenico at the 
Second Annual Latino Youth 
Summit at St. Ignatius College 
Prep in San Francisco.  

This year’s topic for 
the conference was 
immigration, promoting 
effective modes of dialogue, 
awareness, leadership, and 
solidarity on this issue. The 
conference brought together Latino 
students from all West Coast Jesuit 
High Schools, San Francisco 
Archdiocese High Schools, and Bay 
Area Independent High Schools to 
explore Latino identity. The 
students participated in several 
activities, including a variety of 
interactive workshops, hands-on 
presentations, ethnic performances, 
and social activities, and also 
listened to a Keynote speaker, 
Robert Lovato, one of the leading 
writers on issues related to 
immigration. This presentation was 
about the most pressing issues 
facing Latino immigrants today.  

The sessions had a profound 
impact on the students. “Although I 

was aware of many of the issues presented 
at the conference, I was able to learn 
through fellow students giving firsthand 
accounts of hardships,” said Nicole Garcia, 
a student of mixed Chilean and Peruvian 
background.  “These ranged from being 
undocumented students, fighting for their 
dreams of pursuing an education and a 
path to citizenship, to Latinas like me who 
have constantly struggled between their 
American identities and their Latino 
background.” 

Dr. Weikel, who is in her first 
year on San Domenico faculty, is excited 
to work with young women of Mexican, 
Salvadoran, and other Latin American 
backgrounds here at San Domenico. “It 
is important for the Latina students of 
San Domenico to be aware of issues 

facing the broader Latino 
community,” said Weikel. “It 
informs their learning in the 
classroom, their connections 
to their past, and enables 
them to act as a bridge 
between those who are able 
to have a voice and those 
who aren’t.”  

Garcia agrees. “As 
Latino and Hispanic 
Americans, we must bridge the 
gap between Latin American 
cultures that our parents have 
not,” said Garcia. “And what 
better way than to start right 

here in America?”  
“I walked away from the 

conference feeling almost ecstatic 
because I had the chance to apply 
the material that I have studied in 
the classroom in a real-life situation, 
and a personal one at that,” Garcia 
added. “I found a sense of solidarity 
with several of the kids I met at the 
conference. I think the most 
valuable aspect of this whole 
conference was learning that it's 
okay for me to be comfortable in my 
own skin; that I am an American, 
but I am also very proud of my 
South American heritage, and being 
Latina doesn't necessarily mean I 
have to meet a certain racial criteria 
of color as many are led to believe.”  

 

 
 

 

 
Chinese students Rita Hu and Helen Ma, along with Melody Seo and Erica 
Lee—both of South Korea—discussing traditions and customs from their 
home countries at Early Ed’s morning assembly.  

 
Students with members of Teokalli ethnic dance troupe.  
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San Domenico’s Award-Winning Orchestra Honor Women Composers  
By Alessandra Jurick ’12, Aeqvitas Editor  

 

During the first 
weekend of February, 
the San Domenico 
Virtuoso Program 
preformed two concerts 
comprising pieces 
written solely by female 
composers in their 
Women in Music concert 
series. During the 
performances, the 
Virtuoso Program 
director and conductor 
Ann Krinitsky pointed 
out that female 
composers have rarely 
been recognized in the 
past—some women 
composers never even 
had the opportunity to 
hear their music 

preformed! “Finding the works was an 
interesting and worthwhile challenge,” 
said Krinitsky. “It was aided largely by 
technology and professional contacts.”   

The San Domenico Orchestra de 
Camera played music by Maria Grimani, 
Teresa Carreño, Hilary Tann, Mary Jeanne 
van Appledorn, and Gabriela Frank. As an 
all-girls’ school, the focus on the 
achievements of women was very suitable. 
“I wanted to celebrate the unique artistry 
and expressive variety of women 
musicians in our February concert,” said 
Krinitsky. “Highlighting the musical 
contributions of women throughout 
history and across the globe is a natural fit 
for our talented young women in the 
Virtuoso Program.”  

Not only was the concert 
special in that it featured 
female composers, but 
also it included music 
from a variety time 
periods and countries. 
The most recent pieces 
were those of Berkeley-
based composer Gabriela 
Frank, who is from 
Peruvian, Chinese, 
Lithuanian, and Jewish 
ancestry. The Virtuoso 
Program’s hard work 
paid off when Frank 
actually attended their 
concert to hear her own 
composition performed 
by an all women 
ensemble.  

The students 
were excited to perform 

these pieces accompanied by local 
professional musicians. “It is so rare 
that we in the music community have 
the opportunity to play music by women 
composers, that we often overlook their 
music,” said senior Allie Simpson, a 
four-year-veteran violist  
in the orchestra. “I was so proud to play 
in this concert organized by the tireless 
Ann Krinitsky because I realized for the 
first time what a rich history of music 
there is by women composers. This 
means a lot to me as a young female 
musician because it shows that women 
have been prominent in music not only 
in that last century but for hundreds of 
years.”

 
Annual Blood Drive: Sophomores Draw Blood . . . for a Good Cause  
By Kira Kull ‘11 

On February 11—just a few days before Valentine’s Day—San 
Domenico hosted its twelfth annual Blood Drive through the Blood Centers 
of the Pacific.  Science Department Chair and Biology teacher Hilary Staples 
has coordinated the event since 1999, using the occasion as a service learning 
project for her sophomore Biology classes.   The Blood Centers of the Pacific 
encourages “individuals to find the hero in themselves by giving blood at 
least three times a year,” saying that “If all eligible people would make and 
keep that three-time-a-year commitment, blood needs in the Bay Area would 
always be met.”   

Donated blood is used for many different types of medical 
procedures and emergencies.  From surgery to cancer patients, premature 
babies to anemic teens, donating blood helps to save lives.  “Giving blood is 
an easy, powerful and really personal gift you can give to help someone else,” 
Staples asserted. “Students learn about both human biology topics, but also 
about themselves at the blood drive.  I like watching people get over fears, 
help support their friends, and the 17-year-olds proudly sign their form and 
make a decision for themselves.”   
 

 
Veteran Saxophonist Kristen Strom and other Bay Area professional 
musicians joined the Orchestra de Camera for the unique performance.    

 
Event poster by senior Kimberly Lin.  

 
English teacher Dirk Weiss donates blood while 
relaxing with an event-appropriate gothic novel.    



Women of San Domenico Help Women Worldwide through Microcredit 
By Alessandra Jurick ’12, Aeqvitas Editor  
 

 Beginning in 2006, the 
Social Justice Club began hosting a 
series of bake sales to raise money to 
support microcredit loans to women 
around the globe.  

At that time—and every year 
since—the members of the club have 
directed the funds to women 
entrepreneurs, not only because we 
attend an all-girls’ school, but 
because evidence indicates that 
women tend to be more responsive 
to the lending program and 
responsible with the money.  
Women are likely to spend more 
time with their families and in their 
local community, and therefore, they 
also spend money within their own neighborhoods.  In 
addition, women are more likely to teach their children, 

which works to ending the poverty cycle through education.    
As of last month, the club has financed a total of 

twenty loans of between $25 and $350 to women through 
the Kiva foundation, a web-based San Francisco organization 
that enables individuals to finance microloans for people 
seeking to establish businesses in developing countries.  

The funds have been directed to women of various 
occupations in locales throughout the world, including Latin 

America, Africa, the Middle East, 
and the former Soviet Union, 
ranging from Tatiana Severin, a 
farmer in Moldova, to a women’s 
collective of soap makers in Mali, 
and Samrith Pov, a grocer in 
Cambodia.  

The recipients repay the 
loans, often with only a few dollars a 
month, until it has been fully 
reimbursed. The Social Justice Club 
then meets to decide which women 
to fund next. In just one month, 
Nelly Del Socorro Mercado, 
Nicaraguan woman who makes and 
sells mattresses, was able to repay 
$45 of a $100 loan. Although there 

have been some delays, all loans have been repaid. 
Kristen Levine, Chair of the Religious Studies 

Department and faculty Co-advisor of the Social Justice 
Club, sees the Kiva loans as an opportunity for San 
Domenico students to provide direct assistance to women 
around the world, and, in her words, “see the immediate 

impact of their support.”  
 “Funding of microloans enables our students to fully 

understand their potential and empowers the recipients as 
they work to pay back the loan,” Levine noted. “Kiva does an 
excellent job at combining charity with social justice issues.”  

 

San Domenico Students Raise Hundreds for Adopt-a-Family of Marin 
By Ashley Kim ‘11 

 

Last December, the Social Justice Club and the High 
School Student Council held a three-day bake-sale fundraiser, 
raising more than $400 to help one of the 225 local families in 
need of support from the San Rafael-based organization, 
Adopt-a-Family of Marin. Adopt-a-Family matches struggling 

families with sponsors who provide for their 
material needs, particularly during the holiday 

season. Each recipient 
family provides a list of 

their specific needs, which 
range from household items to Christmas gifts for 

children. Other requests include basic necessities like 
clothing or financial assistance for utilities or rent.  

The students were able to provide most requested 
items for a family consisting of a single mother, her three 
sons and one teenage daughter. This included family 
games, clothing, a basketball, and cookware, as well as gift 
cards for Target and Safeway. 

Adopt-a-Family provided San Domenico with a 
Christmas tree ornament and a handwritten note from the 
family, in which the expressed their gratitude for the 
holiday gifts.

 
Last spring, the Club loaned $150 to Samrith Pov, 
a grocer in rural Cambodia.  

 
The Kanamoufin Women’s Collective in Segoul, Mali used their 
loan to purchase ingredients to make soap, which they sell locally. 
 

 
Tatiana Severin, a farmer in Moldova, received the Social Justice 
Club’s first microcredit loan through Kiva in 2006.  


