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Ethics & Theater Course and Performance Focus on School Shootings  
By Olivia Ayanruoh ’13  

 

In light of recent school 
shootings around the country, students 
taking the senior Ethics elective, a 
collaborative effort between Religious 
Studies teacher Kristen Levine and 
Theater teacher Jennifer Grimes, 
performed Bang, Bang You’re Dead, a 
powerful play depicting the story of a 
boy who killed his parents and several 
schoolmates after being consistently 
bullied.  

Throughout the semester, 
students also studied several school 
shootings. "This semester, we not 
only became aware of numerous 
school shootings over the years, but 
really gained insight into the lives of 
the shooters, any underlying issues 
in the schools, and the 
corresponding laws related to those 
issues,” noted senior Joyce Kwon.  

This is the third endeavor 
from this course, led by Jennifer 
Grimes and Kristen Levine, who also 
coordinated San Domenico’s 
performances of Dead Man Walking 

while studying the death penalty in 
2011 and The Laramie Project, 
which corresponded with a focus on 
hate crimes in 2012. 

In preparation for Bang, 
Bang You’re Dead, a dramatization 
from playwright William 
Mastrosimone, the students 
researched the main characters 
involved in the shooting and even 
watched the movie, to help them get 
a better sense of the characters. 
After months of exploring gun laws 
and school bullying, the students 
preformed the play in front of the 
student body on the afternoon of 
April 12.  

Instructor Jen Grimes felt 
the time of the performance, just a 
few months after the school 
shooting in Newtown, Connecticut, 
was critical. “Too often these tragic 
events fill all the media for a short 
amount of time, then disappear 
from the social consciousness – 
until the next time it happens,” said 
Grimes “Staging the play gave our 

school the opportunity to take a 
deeper look at the many complex 
issues surrounding these tragedies 
(including bullying).  My hope is 
that by having this very public 
discussion the members of our 
community will have an awareness 
that inspires them to work towards 
ending the policies that contribute 
to this kind of tragedy.” 

“I am incredibly proud of 
the work of our students in the class 
– both on stage and off.  It is a 
strong play, and a difficult play, and 
their compelling and heartfelt 
performances made the impact 
particularly strong,” Grimes added.  

 After the play, they held a 
question and answer session that 
engaged the school in a discussion 
about similar tragic events that 
have recently occurred in the U.S. 
The topic of gun control is a 
controversial one, but the students 
were able to put on a thrilling and 
educational play that opened the 
door for that discussion.  

 
Seniors Hannah Hermansen, Stephanie Strick, Juliette Bioche, Joyce Kwon, and 
Niki Fukada in the production of William Mastrosimone’s Bang, Bang, You’re Dead.   

 

 
The poster advertising San Domenico’s 
Ethics & Theater production of Bang 
Bang, You’re Dead.  



Orchestra da Camera performs Annual Women in Music Concert 
By Camille Ayanruoh ’15  
 

During the first weekend of March, the San Domenico Virtuoso 
Program’s Orchestra da Camera, led by conductor Ann Krinitsky, 
performed their annual Women in Music Concert, which highlights women 
and girls as both performers and musicians.  

The musicians presented new and old pieces and featured 
composers like Pulitzer Prize winner Ellen Taaffe Zwilich, Quartet Rouge, 
Polish composer Grayzna Bacewicz, and Bay Area musician Nancy Bloomer 
Deussen.  

Students in the audience were particularly impressed with 
freshman Jo Griffin’s original composition, “String Quartet in D Major”.  
“It's amazing how someone so young can compose their own music, 
especially by herself,” said sophomore Taylor Gordon. 

Often in music, as well as many other professions, the 
accomplishments of women are overlooked. By performing this concert the 
students honored several great female composers and acknowledged and 
honored their talents. The musicians were proud to represent their female 
musical counterparts and their hard work was evident. “I had the best time 
performing,” said freshman violinist Tara Sola. “And I'm looking forward 
to playing next year”.

San Domenico Sends Books to Build School Library in Zimbabwe 
By Cameron Mine ‘14
 

            In the mist of 
our busy schedules 
we often forget the 
comparative 
privileges that life 
has granted us; I 
know I do. We are 
blessed to have clean 
drinking water, 
healthcare, and 
access to quality 
education. 
            In recent 
weeks, the San 
Domenico Verities 
Literary Journal has 
joined forces with the 
Social Justice Club to 
give students in 
Zimbabwe the 
opportunity to expand their horizons as well. The 
Belvedere Primary School is a public school located in 
Mbare, near Zimbabwe’s capital, Harare. This effort 
began when Library director Scott Fletcher began 
corresponding online with Zimbabwean poet and 
activist Ethel Kabwato, who uploaded a video of a 
poetry reading for last month’s Poetry and Pizza 
event in the library.  
            By working with the Belvedere Primary School 
we hope to promote creative writing, reading, and 
citizen journalism through empowering youth to 
reach their dreams, but they desperately need 
assistance to build their library. 

            Fletcher and the 
Verities staff have 
already collected nearly 
300 nearly new books, 
and the Social Justice 
Club held a bake sale that 
yielded $200—a third of 
the total needed to send 
four boxes of books to 
Zimbabwe. Acquiring 
those additional funds 
may seem like an 
ambitious goal, but as 
junior Yi Ning Wong, a 
contributor to Verities, 
puts it, “the passion and 
generosity of the San 
Domenico students will 
surely help us meet this 
goal.” 

Kabwato expressed her gratitude, in a recent 
Facebook post to the San Domenico community. 
“Thank you so much for the lovely message. I feel 
honoured (like royalty) and I am deeply humbled,” 
Kabwato wrote. “Thank you for the Book Drive 
Initiative. You have made a difference in other 
people's lives . . . May God bless you all.” 

 
Junior Fiona Wang created this original 
artwork to promote the event.  

 
Zimbabwean activist and poet Ethel Kabwato reads a selection of her 
poems for students attending last month’s Poetry and Pizza luncheon.    



Green Team Leads Earth Day Celebration with EcoSpa  
By Lynn Falesoga ’13 and MJ Kwak ’13

On Monday 
April 22, San 
Domenico High 
School held its 
annual Earth Day 
celebration, which 
included several 
EcoSpa workshops 
led by San 
Domenico’s Green 
Team. During the 
EcoSpa program, 
students used only 
green products to 
polish their nails, 
do make-up, give 
hand massages, 
and make facial 
scrubs. 

Students 
appreciated the 
makeovers and the 
knowledge they 
gained about 

cosmetics. “I enjoyed working 
with the make-up artists,” said 
senior Vanessa Luna. “I was 
content with the fact that all of 
the make-up was eco-friendly and 
did not contain chemicals that 

would not harm my face or the 
environment.” 

Biology teacher Hilary 
Staples noted the importance of 
informed choices. “We wanted 
the student body to understand 

that there is more of 
a story behind daily 
choices like clothes, 
and hair products,” 
said Staples, who is 
the longtime 
coordinator of this 
event. “We also 
wanted to explain 
why education on 
those choices is the 
key to a greener 
environment.” 
 A hallway 
clothing exchange 
allowed students to 
exchange their 
clothes with clothes 
from other people, 
and the leftover 
clothing after the 
exchange was 
donated to Goodwill. 
This was the first 

time San Domenico presented 
what the Green Team called a 
“Restyled Eco Fashion Show,” in 
which students modeled eco-
green clothes donated by local 
green clothing companies such as 
United. The fashion show also 
included AP Environmental 
Science designs, which consisted 
of clothes made out of plastic 
bags, aluminum cans, and other 
trash items. Junior Fiona Wang, 
the Student Council’s 
environmental activities 
coordinator, reflected on the 
Green Team and the event. “The 
Green Team has been a very 
inspiring group,” Wang said.  
“Every member is willing to 
contribute, and their 
contributions to sustainability 
and conservation fit in perfectly 
at San Domenico—that’s why we 
organized the Green Spa Project 
and eco-fashion show for 
everyone.” Everyone learned 
about greener choices and about 
products we use daily such as 
shampoo, cosmetics, and nail 
polishes. 

 

 
Sophomores Shea Rounds, Emily Datnow, Annabelle Kronik, and Rachele 
Nagler examine a selection of eco-friendly cosmetics at the Green Team’s 
Earth Day event. 
 

 
Junior Sydney Levine gets an eco-friendly makeover in the Green Team’s EcoSpa.  
 



San Domenico Sends Its Biggest Delegation to Berkeley Model UN  
By Susan Sun ’15   

 

During the 
second week of 
March, a group of 
thirty-one students 
from San Domenico 
High School, along 
with History teacher 
Ian Sethre and ESL 
teacher Janet 
Christiansen 
participated in the 
61st Annual Model 
United Nations 
Conference at UC 
Berkeley.  

Model UN is 
an academic 
simulation of the 
United Nations that 
aims to educate 
participants about 
current events, topics 
in international 
relations, diplomacy 
and the UN agenda. 
In this era of globalization, countries are binding 
together tighter than ever, so being globally 
aware is more and more important. With the 
theme “Conference Without Borders,” Berkley 
Model UN (BMUN) aims to train young political 
leaders so as to create a better future for the 
world. This year more than 1,500 delegates from 
all over the world participated in the conference. 
In the conference, delegates can express their 
own ideas about the situation, find solutions to 
solve problems among countries, write 
resolutions with a team and present them in 
front of people in order to get support.  

Through Model UN, students can learn 
about the world in a fun way, develop leadership 

skills, practice public speaking and teamwork. 
“Model UN is a really fun and great experience,” 
said junior Sahar Afrakhan, who has represented 
San Domenico at conferences at Stanford and 
Berkeley. “I feel like I've learned a lot through it 
and I am very excited for next year."  

Students from San Domenico participated 
in committees like a historical simulation of the 
1960's Kennedy Cabinet, Disarmament and 
International Security, and the International 
Criminal Court. The thirty-one San Domenico 
students represented eight countries on fourteen 
separate committees, making this our largest 
Model UN delegation. I am sure everyone is 
looking forward to next year. 

 
This year’s Model United Nations Delegation—31 delegates strong—at the 61st annual Berkeley 
Model United Nations Conference.    
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San Domenico Students Trek to Tibet To Help Blind Children   
By Camille Ayanruoh ’15

 Last summer, seniors Ivy 
Dang, Qing Zhang, and Jenny 
Zhong, undertook an amazing 
journey to Tibet to work with an 
organization called Braille 
Without Borders, which provides 
assistance to blind children in 
impoverished regions. The trio 
received funding from the Julie 
Davis Butler fund.  
 When they arrived at the 
school for the blind in Tibet’s 
capital city, Lhasa, they were 
struck by the dilapidated 
conditions of the building. In 
cleaning out the basement, which 
had recently flooded with 
rainwater, they found some 
salvageable books for the children.  
 Ivy Dang recalls the 
enthusiasm of the children when 

the volunteers first arrived. “Even 
though the children were blind 
they were so excited that we were 
there—to “see” us,” said Dang. 
“They were not shy.”  
 Jenny Zhong was impressed 
by the children’s humility and 
appreciation. “Even though the 
children were in such bad 
conditions they never acted like it,” 
said Zhong. “It helped me realize 
how grateful I am for the things I 
have and for life.”  
 The three volunteers have 
contacted another American-based 
organization in hopes of 
establishing more support for the 
children, and they all hope to 
return to Tibet to resume their 
work with the children next 
summer.  

 

 

 
Senior Qing Zhang helps a young student on the guitar.   

 
Seniors Jenny Zhong, Ivy Dang, and Qing Zhang sort donated clothing in Lhasa, 
Tibet.  



Rita Hu Introduces Robotics to the Children of Migrants in Rural China  
By Jolene Guerin ’15  
 

 Last summer, senior 
Rita Hu spent two weeks 
in rural southern China, 
where she intended to help 
eighth grade students 
apply the concepts and 
knowledge they had gained 
from their math and 
science classes in school. 
For Hu, this meant 
starting a Robotics 
program, in which 
students could learn about 
engineering and design.  
 According to Hu, the 
inspiration to work in the 
countryside came from her 
father, who explained that 
he had learned about gear systems 
in middle school, but never saw 
one until he was in college. “You 
kids from the city don’t understand 
how talented the kids from the 
countryside are,” her father, who 
grew up in a rural community, 
explained. “We work hard, but 
sometimes we just cannot get those 
opportunities.”  
 This conversation led Hu to 
her father's middle school, Tang 

Geng School in An Hui province. At 
first, when she started teaching the 
kids at the school, she found it 
challenging to make a connection, 
but she ended up building one 
through English-language 
instruction, which the kids needed 
to understand the development 
process. “It is amazing how quickly 
and easily all of them were able to 
learn basic English skills,” Hu 
reflected. “I am glad that they are 
practicing the knowledge that they 

had learned.”  
 They focused on 
programming the sensors and 
recreating the robot, but as 
they collaborated in the 
second week, Hu learned 
more about the students and 
their personal lives. Most of 
their parents were migrant 
workers and it had been 
months since they had seen 
them.   
 Hu’s Robotics Club gave 
these students something 
productive to do and an 
opportunity to spend time 
together. With the help of the 
Julie Davis Butler fund, Hu 

was able to acquire and distribute 
Robotics kits with the intention of 
continuing the program. “I donated 
kits to the school and made all the 
students promise that they are 
going to keep this going and bring 
more people back next summer 
when I come back,” Hu said of the 
experience that helped her realize 
the power of education and to 
better understand issues in rural 
China. 

 

Seraphina Song Helps Bring Green Thinking to Yunnan Province   
By Aminat Oladunjoye ’15    
 For two weeks last summer, Seraphina Song 
went to Lijiang, China and worked with an 
organization called Yunnan EcoNet to promote green 
energy to a community completely unfamiliar with 
sustainability. Song was responsible for giving 
presentations to the families of local elementary school 
students about proper recycling and the protection of 
animal life. “The kids looked really interested and 
asked a lot of questions,” said Song. “And when we 
asked them questions they came up to the stage and 
answered them.”  
 During her time in Lijiang, Song lived with a 
local family in their modest house, which took some 
getting used to. “I only took one shower for two 
weeks—when I came back home my hair was all 
matted,’” she explained. “When I went to bed and 
looked up, all I saw was tons of mosquitoes; I needed a 
net because there were so many.”  Song was 
particularly impressed by an American college student 
who had been working in Lijiang for two months. “For 
me, I couldn't stay there for two months,” Song 
recalled. “She couldn't even speak Chinese, which was 

a big obstacle. It was very brave of her to do that.” 
 When Song wasn't preparing for her presentation 
she was getting to know the local people and their 
lives. “I did it because I wanted to help people near my 
hometown." Song was only in Lijiang for two weeks 
and she educated hundreds about green energy. 

 
Senior Rita Hu designed a Robotics program that challenged rural 
Chinese students that drew on their mathematics, science, and 
English language instruction.    

 
The students and classroom where Seraphina Song spent much of 
her time in Lijiang.   


