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San Domenico Joins V-Day Movement to End Violence Against Women  
By Aminat Oladunjoye ’15  

 

Last month, San 
Domenico’s students and faculty 
joined “One Billion Rising” in 
celebrating V-Day, the biggest 
mass global action to end 
violence against women and 
girls in the history of 
humankind. This was San 
Domenico’s first time 
participating in the event. San 
Domenico’s Social Justice Club 
put on a multimedia 
presentation to boost awareness 
of V-Day, which was created by 
activist Eve Ensler, best known 
for her spoken word 
performance, the Vagina 
Monologues.  
 During the assembly, 
students watched “One Billion 
Rising,” a short film on violence 
and empowerment created for the 
occasion by Ensler and Tony 
Stroebel, followed by a performance 
of “Rising”, a spoken word piece 
involving eight members of the 
Social Justice Club.  

The event was especially 
poignant in light of the recovery of 
Malala Yousafazi, a Pakistani girl 

who was shot by the Taliban for 
attending school, as well as the 
passage of the Violence Against 
Women Act in the US Congress.  

The Social Justice Club hopes 
to celebrate V-Day annually from 
now on. For sophomore Samali 
Nangalama, this was an opportunity 
to recommit to the global cause of 
women’s empowerment. “It reminds 

us that feminism is alive, and that 
we need voices in the feminist 
community to stand up for those 
who don't have their own,” said 
Nangalama. “And for all the people 
who say that feminism is dead, 
they’re wrong, it's even stronger 
today than it was before, as V-Day 
has proven.”

In Memoriam: Leslie Maria Flores ‘09, August 12, 1991 – October 7, 2012 
 

The Social Justice Club and the contributing writers to this issue would like to 
dedicate this collection of articles to the memory of Leslie Maria Flores ’09, who died in 
a car accident last fall. Leslie was particularly active in the Social Justice Club, serving 
as co-coordinator of the club, as well as senior class president, a charter member of the 
Model United Nations delegation, a member of the soccer team, and recipient of the St. 
Rose of Lima award. Most of all, she was a loyal friend to many, who remember her 
for her humor and sense of adventure.   

Leslie was a regular contributor to this publication; among her many articles 
was a feature on Julie Davis Butler and the service award that bears her name. Leslie 
was passionate about human rights, immigration, refugees, and conflict resolution, 
especially Latin Ameirca as well as the Balkans, where she spent last summer working 
in the summer school in Bosnia with other San Domenico graduates.  

She remained in regular contact with friends and faculty at the school, visiting 
regularly in recent years. Leslie will remembered for her dedication to San Domenico’s 
values, sense of community, and commitments to service and multiculturalism. 

 
The Social Justice Club, donning red in solidarity with students and other participants 
worldwide, after the V-Day Assembly at San Domenico.   
 

 
Leslie Flores, working at the 
multiethnic summer school in 
Vares, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
July 2012.   



Students Address Racial Diversity and Unity at Latin@ Youth Summit 
By Edna Siljdedich ’14, Aeqvitas Editor  

 On Saturday, 
February 2, a group of four 
San Domenico students 
joined Spanish teacher Dr. 
Angela Weikel and 
hundreds of other students 
from around the Bay Area 
and elsewhere in 
California at the fourth 
annual Latin@ Youth 
Summit at Saint Ignatius 
High School in San 
Francisco. The students—
senior Michelle Bueno, 
juniors Oshani 
Gunesekara and Cameron 
Mine, and sophomore 
Camille Ayanruoh—participated in a 
range of workshops, intended to 
facilitate the sharing of experiences. 
 The organizers of this year’s 
conference, titled Roots & Wings: 
Black and Brown Unity Yesterday, 
Today, and Tomorrow, made a point 
of reaching out to African-American 
students, with specific attention to 
issues, stereotypes, and pressures 

that African-American and Latino 
communities face in this country. 
 Many of the conference panels 
focused on creating dialogue among 
these groups, stressing the 
importance of collaboration over 
competition and hostility. These 
discussions promoted youth 
leadership, activism, awareness, and 
open channels of dialogue by looking 
at the history and circumstances 

shared by African-Americans 
and Latinos, then discussing 
future opportunities for unity.  
 One of the workshops the 
students attended was focused 
on issues unique to minority 
women in particular. Junior 
Cameron Mine was 
enthusiastic about one 
particular workshop on issues 
unique to minority women. “It 
was a safe zone to talk about 
how society makes us feel,” said 
Mine. “And how we feel we 
should be.”  
 Dr. Weikel, who has 
taken students to the event for 

the last three years, enjoyed the 
opportunity to spend time with the 
students at the event. “It was fun 
being with students during the 
downtime and we had some really 
great conversations about race and 
what we could do here at San 
Domenico,” Weikel reflected. 

 

Celebrating the Holiday Spirit with Adopt-a-Family of Marin  
By Maddie Murphy ’15 

 Last December, San Domenico's Social Justice 
Club raised funds to provide food, clothing, and 
Christmas gifts for a local family through Adopt-a-
Family’s Holiday Program. This is the fourth time the 
Social Justice Club has participated in this program.  
 Adopt-a-Family of Marin’s offices are located 
here in San Rafael, and the organization provides 
assistance to people throughout Marin County, a 
place where many people don't realize that we have 
population in need of assistance. This year the 
organization made 225 connections with other 
schools and local citizens to help those people.  
 Adopt-a-Family provided the Social Justice 
Club with information about a small, young family 
living in San Rafael’s Canal Neighborhood. The two 
parents of a ten-month-old boy reached out to the 
organization for assistance saying, “I love my son 
because he is so smart. At ten months, he is already 
walking. He is big, healthy, and makes me so happy.    
My son needs shoes and clothes. It would make him 
happy to receive toys, maybe a rocking horse.” 
 In order to meet the family's needs, the Social 
Justice Club raised a little over $400 through the sale 
of candy cane grams, which enabled the purchase of 
boots, sheets, cookware, some toys, and even a 

rocking horse, as well as gift cards for Safeway so the 
family could have a Christmas dinner. Members of 
the club delivered the items to Adopt-a-Family, which 
in turn assured that the family received the goods. “It 
was a humbling and heartening experience,” said 
sophomore Camille Ayanruoh.  
 After Christmas, the family sent a thank you 
note to the Social Justice Club. “Thank you so much 
for your generosity,” it said. “It means so much to us 
that so many people care.” 

 
Oshani Gunesekara, Cameron Mine, Michelle Bueno, and 
Camille Ayanruoh at the fourth annual Latin@ Youth Summit.   

 
Camille Ayanruoh, M.J. Kwak, Lynn Falesoga, Edna 
Siljdedich, and Rachele Nagler, dropping off gifts and 
clothing at Adopt-a-Family of Marin.  
 



 
恭喜发财 and 새해  복  많이  받으세요: Lunar New Year at San Domenico 
By Sahar Afrakhan ‘14 

 

During the 
second week of 
February, San 
Domenico’s students 
and faculty celebrated 
the advent of Lunar 
New Year, from Pre-K 
in the Early Education 
through the High 
School. With 
international students 
from throughout the 
Pacific Rim, it has 
become meaningful for 
the whole community 
to celebrity these 
important holidays of 
Lunar New Year and 
the Spring Festival, 
often known as 
Chinese New Year.  
 The festivities began when 

four students—Korean seniors 
M.J. Kwak and Melody Seo, and 
Chinese juniors Alice Gu and Kelly 
Sun—gave a presentation on their 
cultures to the children in the 
Early Education program. These 

children later paraded through 
campus with their own Chinese 
New Year procession.  

Later, when the high school 
student body gathered for 
assembly, Seo, along with Chinese 
senior Rita Hu, discussed the 
mythology and traditions of the 
New Year festivities.  

International students led a 
range of activities, including 
instruction in the traditional 
calligraphy of Chinese characters, 
as well as paper-
cutting arts.  

As Chinese 
New Year festivities 
began right before 
Winter Break, many of 
the students went 
home to celebrate with 
their families, enjoy 
delicious meals, 
distribute colorful red 
envelopes filled with 
money to the children, 
attend parades and 
performances, and 
light fireworks to blow 
away the bad luck. 

Janet 
Christensen, 
who coordinates 
San Domenico’s 
ESL program for 
international 
students, 
brought 
students to the 
Asian Market in 
Albany to buy 
ingredients for 
their hotpot 
party, now an 
annual tradition 
in the dorms. 
Christensen 
noted the 
importance of 
the event for the 
entire student 

body. “We celebrate it not only to 
be thoughtful about that fact that 
we have a large number of Chinese 
students, but also as a way to take 
the opportunity to have a better 
understanding of an important 
culture that is greatly represented 
at this school,” Christensen 
explained. “It’s important as a 
global community to understand 
the significance of this holiday and 
to take part in the festivities.”  

 
 

 
Juniors Kelly Sun and Alice Gu, and Seniors Melody Seo and M.J. Kwak share stories 
with children in the Early Education program.    

 
Junior Fiona Wang with Religious Studies teacher Michael Mello 
in the paper-cutting arts activity.  

 
Kindergartners in their Chinese New Year 
procession across campus.    
 



 
Campus Ministry Team Leads Three-Day Winter Wonderland Retreat 
By Sydney Levine ’14  
 

 Last January, a group 
of two-dozen students 
joined Dean of Students 
Mimi Latno and Boarding 
Program Director Stephanie 
Albert for a three-day 
retreat at a secluded cabin, 
high in the Sierra 
mountains range.  
 The Campus Ministry 
Team—comprising 
sophomore Annabelle 
Kronik, and juniors Sahar 
Afrakhan, Cammy 
Schinner, and myself—led 
different activities on the 
retreat, including written 
personal reflection and 
rhythmic dance, along with 
more strenuous activities 
like hiking to Donner 
Summit and snowshoeing 

through the forests. Of course, 
there was a lot of time for 
relaxation, too, with organized 
meditation sessions, as well as 
fireside chats and sing-alongs as 
students pounded out Adele’s 
hits on the peeling and ancient 
piano in the century-old 
snowbound cabin. 
 Junior Sahar Afrakhan 
enjoyed taking part in the 
coordination of the weekend. “I 
loved being a part of the 
planning; it really gave me an 
appreciation for our Campus 
Ministry Team,” said Afrakhan. 
“Working with my peers and 

seeing each person grow into the 
leadership roles was so much 
fun.”  Moreover, Afrakhan 
enjoyed the opportunity to get 
into nature in a weekend that 
was dedicated specifically to 
health, of mind, body and soul—
as well as a few laughs. “The 
atmosphere in Donner was pure 
peace,” Afrakhan reflected.  
 “There was no conflict, no 
stress, and nothing ‘to do’. 
Perhaps my favorite part of the 
retreat was simply having the 
space to be in the moment and 
with great company.” 

 

 
Juniors Sydney Levine, Marcela Esquer, Maria De Rudea Renero on the hike to Donner Summit.   
 

 
Junior Cammy Schinner and sophomore 
Rosalind Hernandez atop Donner Summit.  
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