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Minimum Requirements for Graduation established for Grades 9 though 12* 
 

English - 4 years required 
Required courses: 

English 9 or ESL Literature and Composition (1 year) 
English 10 (1 year) 
(Some combination during Junior / Senior years of) 4 Semester Electives (2 American Lit electives and 
2 World Lit electives), AP Language & Composition and/or AP English Literature & Composition 

 
World Languages - 3 consecutive years of a modern language required. (Students having completed the 
3rd year of a language but not 3 consecutive years at San Domenico may petition the school administration for 
permission to take an additional two consecutive years in another language.) 
  
History - 3 years required  
Required courses: 

Global Studies 
Europe and the Modern World  
US History or AP US History  

 
Mathematics - 3 years (through Algebra 2) required 
  
Religious Studies - 4 years required 
Required courses: 

Global Studies  
Hebrew and Christian Scriptures 
Social Justice 
Senior Electives  

 
Science - 3 years laboratory sciences required  
Required courses: 

Conceptual Physics (with permission of the administration; waived for transfer students and for students 
who pass a placement test) 
Life science (e.g. Biology or AP Biology) 
Chemistry or Chemistry Honors 

 
Visual and Performing Arts – 2 years required (1 year for transfer students) 
Required courses: 

Freshman Arts electives (students must take 2 of the following 4 semester long offerings - Dance, 
Theatre, Visual Arts, Digital Film Production) 
One year of Visual or Performing Arts elective. Students are recommended to fulfill this requirement in 
the sophomore year.  Two (2) semesters of one subject taken consecutively is highly recommended. 

 
Health – 1 year required 
Required course: 

Freshman Health. (Transfer students with administration approval can satisfy this requirement with a 
similar course completed before enrolling in San Domenico. The course must have been taken in the 9th 
or 10th grade. If a transfer student has not taken a course that can meet this requirement an alternative 
Health course is required.) 

 
Physical Education – 4 semesters required 
 
Service Learning - Completion of ROSE Project required 
 
*Graduation requirements for transfer students might differ. Please contact the school administration for more 
information. 
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Academic Policies and Procedures 

 
Curriculum Policy - No course may be added or dropped after the designated add/drop deadline.  
Please refer to the 2015-2016 calendar for specific dates.  
 
Any student wishing to drop or add a course during the add/drop period should first see his or her 
teacher and Mentor to discuss the possible change. Next, he or she should fill out the appropriate 
form, obtain all necessary signatures, and return the form to the High School administration for 
approval. Withdrawing from a class after the add/drop period has ended may result in  a W on the 
student’s transcript. 
 
Normally, no senior will be allowed to enroll in a first-year course, such as a first-year world language. 
Advice of the College Counselor and approval of the High School Administration is required. 
 
Minimum/Maximum Credits - Students are required to take a minimum of 50 credits each year.  
Students must enroll in at least 5 core academic courses (i.e. English, History, Religion, Math, 
Science, and/or World Languages) each semester. A student may use 1 Arts class (Theatre, Visual 
Arts, Dance, etc.) to count towards the required minimum 50 credits. Any student who wishes to take 
more than 70 credits or fewer than 5 core academic courses must submit the request to the High 
School administration.  
 
Academic Summer School Courses - A summer school course is for enrichment, and may not be 
used to fulfill San Domenico graduation requirements. Please contact the High School Administration 
for more information regarding summer school courses. 
 
Transfer Student Credit - Only credits earned at San Domenico are included in the San Domenico 
transcript credit count and GPA.  However, if course and credit information from previous schools or 
online course work is submitted to San Domenico, it will be included in a student’s permanent file.  
Where applicable, courses taken and credits earned at previous or online schools are counted in a 
student’s eligibility for graduation from San Domenico. 
 
Virtuoso Minimum Academic Program - This minimum academic option is open only to those 
Virtuoso Program students who plan to pursue a professional career in music and therefore seek 
more time for individual study in that area.  Students must apply to the Director of the Virtuoso 
Program, the Director of the Music Conservatory and the High School Administration for admittance to 
the Minimum Academic Program.  Please contact the Director of the Music Conservatory or Academic 
Dean for more information regarding the Virtuoso minimum academic program. 
 
Advanced Placement/Honor Courses - All students who enroll in AP courses are required to 
take the AP examination. AP courses are college level courses; only students who have shown 
sufficient proficiency in the subject area are permitted to enroll and must have the permission of the 
appropriate department and High School Administration.  
 
AP courses require significant homework/homestudy and independent study skills.  Honors courses 
are accelerated courses that teach material in more depth and require an effort and commitment 
similar to AP classes.  
 
Placement Criteria for AP and Honors Courses: 
 
Our goal in working with each student to plan his or her course of study is to provide a challenging 
curriculum that is appropriate to the student’s level of skill development and preparation.   
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For a student to receive a recommendation for placement in an Honors or AP course he or she: 
 

● Must meet the minimum grade requirement. These minimum prerequisite grades are generally 
in the B+/A- range.  However, specific grade cut-offs will vary depending on the course. For 
more information on the required prerequisite grades, please see the individual course 
descriptions, 

  
● Must demonstrate disciplined work/study habits.  This includes submitting assignments on 

time, demonstrating the ability to work independently, arriving on time for class and not having 
excessive absences, asking appropriate questions in class, and acting as a role model for 
other students,  

  
● Must have demonstrated strong performance in previous subject-related courses, and 
 
● The current teacher in that subject area must recommend the student. 

 
As part of the course placement recommendations, both the student’s overall academic performance 
as well as these specific criteria are considered to determine the best educational plan.  Please note 
that scheduling limitations may restrict a student’s placement into an Honors or AP course.  Any 
student who has a question about placement is encouraged to discuss the course recommendations 
with his or her current teachers.  
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English 
 
The curriculum of the English Department reflects two fundamental assumptions:  

● that the ability to express oneself clearly in writing and speaking is an essential skill, and  
● that reading a wide range of literature expands a person's understanding of the world and of 

oneself. 
 
To this end, English classes are intended to help each student develop skills in thinking, reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening through the study of works with literary integrity from a variety of 
British, American, and non-English writers. In developing these skills, students are prepared to meet 
the demands of college work.  
 
Courses 
 

Freshman Year 

English 9 
10 credits /year 
 
English 9 introduces students to reading, writing, and critical thinking. Students examine a wide range 
of texts from different literary genres: poetry, fiction, drama, and the essay. Students learn to annotate 
and analyze texts and to identify and employ rhetorical strategies and literary devices. English 9 
emphasizes the essential elements of expository writing, especially sentence and paragraph 
development. The literature explores the ideas of struggle, resilience, and success. Readings extend 
from ancient Greece to contemporary America.   
 

Sophomore Year 

English 10 
10 credits /year 
 
This tenth grade English course builds on the skills that are taught freshmen year, preparing students 
for more advanced reading and writing, as well as further developing class discussion and 
presentation skills.  Through a study of various literary forms, students will develop a broad yet 
concrete understanding of the purposes to which literature shapes our understanding of identity.  
Literature will focus on a variety of genres including novels, plays, short stories, poetry, and non-
fiction, exploring European and Western culture.  Students will frequently practice critical writing and 
annotated reading skill-building in preparation for their junior year and beyond. 
 

Junior and Senior Year 
 
Junior / Senior electives are semester-long courses. Placement depends on student choice, 
enrollment, and Administration approval. Please note that scheduling conflicts might limit student 
choice. Students in the class of 2016 are required to complete two semesters of American Lit and two 
semesters of World Lit by the time they graduate. Students in the class of 2017 will complete their 
American Literature requirement with 2 consecutive semesters of American Literature in their Junior 
year. 
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Junior / Senior Electives 1st Semester: American Literature 
 
American Drama:  The Dream Defined 
5 credits / semester 
 
What is the American Dream?  How does it shift over time and according to society’s or the 
individual’s hopes, needs, or desires?  This course will focus on analysis of American drama in terms 
of how the American Dream is unattainable for the characters within the play, and how the very 
existence of the dream creates unhappiness. In addition to exploring topics like character 
development, plot points, theme, and symbolism, this course will also include some critical theory, 
cinematic techniques, film production, and visual styles as we view the critically acclaimed film 
adaptations of these plays.   In addition to in-class discussion of the dramatic works, we will also focus 
on various forms of writing, including research, film critique, and analysis.   
 
Modern and Contemporary Literature:  The Road Ahead 
5 credits /semester 
 
Journeys have always served as metaphors for self-discovery, as one embarks on a quest to 
complete something that is missing.  Along the way, we are challenged, strengthened, and helped by 
others to reach the destination, emerging as transformed individuals.  In this course, we will explore 
modern and contemporary works of fiction that focus on physical as well as spiritual journeys.  This 
course has a strong film component, as we compare and contrast film versions as well as similar 
thematic representations of the works covered. 
 
Silenced Voices: Diverse Views of the American Experience 
5 credits /semester 
 
As the population of the USA changes, so inevitably must our sense of what it means to be 
“American.”  This course focuses on works that portray the experiences of ethnic communities that 
have often found themselves marginalized and underrepresented in American culture.   As we study 
these works, we will consider the question of how our sense of what it means to be American has 
changed.  Works studied in this course may include fiction, non-fiction, and memoirs written by or 
about authors who represent the diverse backgrounds that contribute to American culture and 
heritage. 
 
Junior Elective 2nd Semester:  American Literature 
 
American Literature: The 20th Century through the Present 
5 credits/semester 
 
This course will focus on the literature in the early part of the 20th Century through the present.  We 
will explore the dreams, successes, and disappointments that comprise the more recent landscape of 
the United States.  This course will include and foster literary analysis, analytical writing, and deep 
reading of texts that may include novels, poetry, essays, historical documents, articles, and film 
related to the readings, time period, authors, or relevant historical figures.   
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Senior Electives 2nd Semester:  World Literature 
 
Gothic Literature: Exploring the Darkness Within 
5 credits /semester 
 
Gothic literature captures the psychology of a “new” literary style, one which includes elaborate tales 
of mystery, suspense, superstition, and horror.  The height of the Gothic period is generally attributed 
to the late 18th and early 19th centuries, but its influence continues in modern and contemporary 
works.  This course focuses on readings in Gothic novels, while also exploring examples of the Gothic 
in film, poetry, and short stories.  As we study these Gothic works, we will examine how artists use 
Gothic conventions in writing and film and art, as well as defining what we mean when we classify a 
work as “Gothic.”   
 
Writing into the World: The Study of Fiction 
5 credits /semester 
 
The title for this course “Writing into the World,” is a phrase borrowed from the late American essayist 
Terrence Des Pres. By this phrase he meant that writers must “engage” with the world. Writing into 
the World therefore challenges students as readers and writers to act as witness (reader) or 
respondent (writer) to a given world. As Des Pres remarks, “Worldly writing begins with fact, but relies 
on imagination to arrive at the heart of the matter.”  In fact, the course will be based on the belief that 
fiction, poetry, and nonfiction imaginatively confront truth in similar ways. Works under study may 
include novels, short stories, memoirs, essays, and poetry from around the world. We will study a 
method for interpretation and a process for argumentation so each student is prepared for college 
level close reading, critical analysis, and writing the argument. Each semester will be organized on a 
central theme, which may range from the role of memory in the preservation of identity to the nature of 
love. 
 
Innocents Abroad 
5 credits / semester 
Texts for this course will focus on both fictional and non-fictional accounts of living abroad.  Writers 
are often inspired by the experience of living in a new culture, and heroines of romantic novels are 
often transformed by the experience.  While the act of living abroad is bound to inspire observations 
and judgments about the new culture, some writers abroad have focused on their native culture, 
James Joyce being one of the more famous examples.  In this course we will focus on both the 
writers’ accounts of a new culture, and the personal changes or transformations which living abroad 
can stimulate.   
 
AP Courses 
 
Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 
10 credits /year 
 
Prerequisite: Completion of English 10 with a grade of A- or above and excellent critical reading and 
writing skills, or completion of English 11 Electives with a grade of A- or above with excellent critical 
reading, writing, and class participation skills; recommendation of 10th grade English teacher(s), and 
approval of department chair.   Please also see AP Placement Criteria. 
 
AP Composition focuses on a rigorous study of expository and persuasive writing, with an  emphasis 
on the argument. As a first year college composition course, students will learn to “write effectively 
and confidently” (College Board) and to read analytically. Importantly, this course will take a rhetorical 
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approach, emphasizing strategies foundational for understanding and for communicating coherently. 
The primary goals of the course, derived from the College Board’s AP English Course Description, 
are: 1) by reading a wide variety of excellent prose writing, students will develop into skilled readers of 
prose in a variety of disciplines and rhetorical contexts, 2) by modeling their own writing on what they 
have read, students will develop skills as writers in a variety of rhetorical methods and on a variety of 
subjects, effectively using the strategies of skilled writers to communicate their purposes, and 3) 
students will become committed to the process of revision in their writing through writing, editing, and 
revising drafts. Furthermore, students will read a wide variety of prose nonfiction that demonstrates 
not only the clarity and coherence of that form but its stylistic beauty. After enrolling in the course, 
students sign a contract and agree to meet all course requirements, including summer assignments. 
 
English (AP): Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisite: Completion of AP Language and Composition with a grade of B+ or above and excellent 
critical reading and writing skills, or completion of 11th Grade English Elective with a grade 
of A- or above with excellent critical reading and writing skills; recommendation of 11th grade English 
teacher, and approval of department chair. Please also see AP Placement Criteria. 
 
This course is designed to prepare students for college-level literature and writing, while indirectly 
preparing them for the Advanced Placement Examination in English Literature and Composition. We 
will look closely at how to read, interpret, and appreciate literature. We will examine the concepts of 
tragedy and comedy, and the themes of fate and free will as presented in various works and genres. 
We will read classic, modern, and contemporary poetry as well as longer works of fiction.  While the 
course organically prepares students for the demands of the AP Lit examination through the regular 
practice of close readings and annotation, analytical discuss, and writing practice, we will also prepare 
for the exam through regular timed writings and test practice as the exam approaches.  This course 
requires a considerable reading load and demands a serious commitment from students both in and 
out of class.  After enrolling in the course, students sign a contract and agree to meet all course 
requirements, including summer assignments. 
 

 

English for Non-Native Speakers 

 
The ENS program’s focus is on developing students’ linguistic, cultural, and academic competence -- 
the skills and knowledge necessary for success not only at San Domenico but in American academic 
environments in general. First year international students who place into the program will receive 
comprehensive language and academic skills instruction in preparation for full immersion in the 
college preparatory curriculum the subsequent year. 
 
 
Courses 
 
Literature and Composition   
10 credits /year  
 
Literature and Composition is the freshman English class for international students who require 
additional support in achieving academic reading and writing fluency. Through an introduction to 
American short stories and novels, students gain valuable historical and cultural knowledge while 
developing the analytical skills that deepen personal connections between the reader and stories. 
Elements of literature such as plot, point of view, character, and theme are covered along with 
composition instruction focusing on the structure of the paragraph and the academic essay, sentence 
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structure and academic vocabulary, as well as writing in online modalities. Overall, the class is 
designed to develop academic language skills, cultural context, knowledge of writing with and for 
technology, and the students’ ability to work both independently and cooperatively. 
 
 
Language Arts 9 
10 credits /year 

 
This class, required for all freshman international students, is a comprehensive English language 
course designed to promote cultural competence as well as to improve students’ academic listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing skills through an introduction to American history and culture. While in-
class instruction focuses on non-fiction texts, movies and videos about American history and culture, 
students utilize an online academic language-learning program to improve listening and pronunciation 
skills outside of class. Students display their knowledge and language acquisition through informal 
class discussions, formal public speaking presentations, and multimedia projects, developing 
technology skills while practicing their use of academic vocabulary and advanced grammar structures. 
Students learn to work both independently and cooperatively through a variety of in-class and out-of-
class activities and assignments. 
 
Language Arts 10  
10 credits /year 
 
Language Arts 10 supports sophomore international students in developing the linguistic, academic, 
and cultural skills necessary for success in all of their classes. Students receive instruction in 
vocabulary acquisition, advanced grammar, composition fundamentals, reading strategies and 
presentation skills, as well as instruction aimed at increasing their understanding of American 
academic culture and improving their general academic habits. This is a pass/fail class. 
 
Speech and Communication 10 
10 credits/year 
 
In this course, students study and practice methods of effective verbal communication.   To meet our 
goal of enhancing your ability to speak English fluently, correctly, and expressively, and on 
strengthening your listening skills, we will use a two-track approach, with parallel, compatible paths.  
One path utilizes academic presentations; this path is designed to strengthen your authority in 
academic and business presentations. The other path will use theatrical and poetical texts; this path is 
designed to strengthen your expressiveness, listening skills, and conversational skills.   Of utmost 
importance to acquiring these skills are vocal exercises, which are designed to strengthen your 
organs of speech, training you to make sounds unique to English, as well strengthening your vocal 
power and presence. 
 
Writing Workshop for International Students/Academic Support Course 
2 credits /semester   
 
This class is designed to support international students in their San Domenico classes that require 
writing. Through one-on-one and small group lessons, students receive focused instruction in 
composition, developing their proofreading and editing strategies as well as their knowledge of 
English grammar, in order to improve and polish their written assignments from other classes. 
Students will have some course work for this class, determined by individual needs and the 
requirements of specific assignments. 
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History 

 
The History curriculum is based on the belief that to understand the complexities of modern society it 
is necessary to understand our cultural and historical roots.  Further, as citizens of the world, we must 
know and appreciate a variety of cultures and national backgrounds.  Through their history course 
work, students learn to express historical ideas clearly (verbally or in writing), understand cause and 
affect relationships, and develop the research skills they will use in college. 
 
Courses 
 
Global Studies 
10 credits/year 
 
Global Studies is an interdisciplinary study of our Earth’s past, present and future. We will investigate 
traditional creation stories and modern scientific evidence for the origins and evolution of our universe 
and planet. We will explore how life, humans and civilization emerged and evolved.  As we survey the 
diversity of human history and culture we will examine how religion, science, art and commerce have 
shaped societies, and search for underlying patterns that unite human communities. Throughout the 
course we will analyze how the past influences the present and what responsibilities we all share in 
shaping our future. 
 
Europe and the Modern World 
10 credits /year 
 
Building on the skills learned in the ninth grade, students in Europe and the Modern World work on 
thesis development and support, understanding of cause and effect relationships, written and oral 
presentations, focused in-class discussions and a deepened understanding of world geography and 
map reading skills. The course of study begins with a review of historical developments in Europe 
during the Fourteenth Century through the Sixteenth Century and the emergence of regional 
civilizations. The bulk of the course focuses on the period of the Enlightenment through recent political 
and economic development in Europe, as well as in Asia, Latin America and Africa. The students are 
encouraged to address issues that are appealing to them and conduct further research resulting in 
two research essays that are developed throughout the course of each semester. In addition, frequent 
presentations that focus on relating the past to present world issues are conducted in an effort to 
deepen the students' awareness that the present is a product of a series of interrelated events 
beginning in the past. 
 
US History  
10 credits /year 
 
A disciplined understanding of the past and all of its nuances better prepares us to be responsible, 
empathetic citizens of the future.  Operating under this premise, this United States History course 
explores the cultural and social roots of the United States.  From the early colonial era to the present, 
this course helps students understand what “America” means and what role young people have in 
shaping the future.  By focusing on the individuals and groups who sought to define what being 
“American” meant to them and how the global community perceived it, this course digs deeply into 
the past two hundred years.   
 
 
AP US History  
10 credits /year 



 

14 
 

Prerequisite: Completion of Europe and the Modern World with a grade of A- or above, teacher 
recommendation, and approval of the Department. Please also see AP Placement Criteria.  
  
The AP United States History course offers a rigorous college level examination of the United States 
from the 1400’s to the present.  This course challenges students not only to consider key historic 
events but also to connect broad themes such as nationality, ethnicity, race, gender, class, and 
religion as they appear within the landscape of the nation’s past.  In addition to the core text, primary 
and secondary readings, including excerpted works of literature, will help students develop a more 
nuanced perspective of US history, and exemplify professional historical interpretations and the 
development of culture. This course demands initiative and independent motivation, as course 
requirements include a considerable amount of reading, writing, and independent study. 
 
International Relations I: American Foreign Policy & The Modern Middle East  
5 credits /semester (First semester only) 
Open to all 12th grade students. 
  
This course will examine various aspects and dynamics of contemporary international relations, with 
specific emphasis on the contemporary Middle East and North Africa, familiarity with which is vital to 
the development of a comprehensive understanding of contemporary international relations. Issues of 
focus include cultural, political, economic and social trends, with specific attention to the ongoing 
conflicts in Syria and Iraq, the aftermath of the “Arab Spring”, the Arab-Israeli conflict, contemporary 
politics in Saudi Arabia and Iran, and International Terrorism, as well as the involvement of the United 
States, Europe and other influences in the region. Students will also examine several facets of 
American foreign policy, including motivating factors, humanitarian intervention and the definition of 
“vital interests” as they relate to involvement in various “hot spots” in the area. Assignments and 
exercises will include independent research and collaborative conflict resolution assignments. This will 
allow students to pursue research into their own particular issues and areas of interest as they relate 
to international relations. 
 
Issues in American Democracy: 2016 Campaign Edition 
5 credits /semester (Second semester only) 
Open to all 12th grade students 
 
This seminar style course course will examine how domestic and international news media report the 
2016 American general election, learn how those reports shape, influence or even create their (own) 
reception to influence public opinion, and understand how the American electoral system works and 
why. In addition to exploring the process, laws, and traditions related to campaign, elections, and the 
political process, students will explore issues, positions, and policies of the candidates for president in 
their respective party conventions, as well as the process by which they are selected. Beginning the 
first day of class, students will learn the skills for the research and analysis of current news events. 
Subsequently, students will identify bias and weaknesses in media presentation, yet, on the other 
hand, how to use rhetorical devices to present clearly and persuasively a point of view. The following 
questions, among others, will guide student inquiry: What is news? How is it made? What influence 
does it have on elections? What are commentary, propaganda, and interpretation? Which of those 
three is presented as news, how does it influence reception? If the candidates’ debate, how is that 
event reported and received? Of what influence and objective value have polls? How does the 
electoral system work? 
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Social Science 

 
Social Sciences is the field of study concerned with society and human behaviors.  These courses 
typically use evidence-based research, but are considered outside the physical and natural sciences.  
Topics such as anthropology, archaeology, criminology, economics, education, linguistics, political 
science, international relations law and psychology are often found in this category. 
 
Courses 
 
AP Psychology  
10 credits /year 
Prerequisites: Biology with a grade of B+ or above. Humanities grades of B+or higher in previous 
year.  Please see AP Placement criteria. This course is open to juniors and seniors who receive 
approval from faculty.  
 
This is the equivalent to an introductory college psychology course.  This social science course 
explores the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings 
and other animals. The course investigates the history of and differences between the major 
philosophies and approaches in the field.  Students will investigate the biological basis of behavior 
through studies of the brain and the senses. Other topics include the nature/nurture debate of 
cognition, perception, emotion, learning, motivation, personality development, intelligence, social 
behaviors, and therapy.  With so much to cover, this requires a rapid pace of one chapter every two 
weeks. Students are expected to keep up with the readings and participate daily in class.  Students 
will participate in discussions, activities, and class presentations and projects. Students will 
continuously be tested in the style and level of the AP test on a bi-weekly basis and be expected to 
keep up with chapter readings and outlines. 
 
 

Mathematics 
 
The Mathematics Department seeks to encourage students to learn and apply concepts of 
mathematics through interesting and challenging course work provided at each level of instruction. 
The major goal of teaching mathematics is for each student to gain knowledge and skill in the field in 
accordance with her ability. Students should continue in upper division courses beyond the three-year 
requirement in order to prepare themselves for any major for which mathematics is a prerequisite. 
  
Math Sequence 
The mathematics sequence of courses begins with Algebra 1, followed by Geometry, Algebra 2, 
Precalculus, AP Calculus and AP Statistics.  Each student entering San Domenico will be given a 
placement test and his or her transcript will be reviewed to make the most appropriate placement in a 
course where the student can be successful and challenged. Students who take Geometry in their 
freshman year are eligible to take Calculus in their senior year. AP Statistics may be taken after or 
concurrently with Precalculus, but should not be taken in place of Precalculus. Students planning to 
take the AP science courses in their senior year would benefit from taking AP Statistics in their junior 
year. 
  
All math students are required to have a TI-83 Plus or TI-84 Plus graphing calculator. 
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Courses 
 
Algebra 1 
10 credits /year 
 
This course provides a formal development of the algebraic skills and concepts necessary for 
students to succeed in advanced courses.  Students will develop algebraic skills and apply them in a 
wide range of problem-solving situations.  The concept of function is emphasized.  Topics include 
operations with real numbers, linear equations and inequalities, relations and functions, polynomials, 
rational expressions, and nonlinear equations. 
  
Geometry 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisite: Grade of C- or above in both semesters of Algebra 1. 
 
Geometric figures, primarily in two dimensions, are studied using multiple perspectives.  Exploration 
and inductive reasoning accompanies a traditional Euclidean approach of deductive reasoning and 
formal proof.  Coordinate geometry and transformations are also used to study congruence, similarity, 
symmetry and other properties of geometric figures.  Real-world connections are made and algebra is 
reviewed and applied. 
  
Algebra 2 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisite: Grade of C- or above in both semesters of Geometry.  
 
This course is designed to build on algebraic and geometric concepts.  It develops advanced algebra 
skills such as systems of equations, advanced polynomials, imaginary and complex numbers, 
quadratics, probability and data analysis, and includes an introduction to the study of trigonometric 
functions, and series and sequences.  
   
Algebra 2 (Honors) 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisite: Grade of B+ or above in Geometry and approval of Department Chair. Please also see 
AP/Honors Placement Criteria. 
 
This course is designed to build on algebraic and geometric concepts, and delve into them more 
deeply and with more rigor than in the College Prep Algebra 2 course.  This course is paced to 
prepare students for Pre-Calculus Honors and, eventually, AP Calculus.  It is assumed students will 
pursue a college major heavy in mathematics or science.  It develops advanced algebra skills such as 
systems of equations, advanced polynomials, imaginary and complex numbers, quadratics, probability 
and data analysis, and includes an introduction to the study of trigonometric functions, and series and 
sequences.  
  
Precalculus 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisite: Grade of C- or above in both semesters of Algebra 2. 
 
The focus of this course is on understanding the fundamental concepts of algebra, trigonometry and 
analytic geometry. Students will learn how algebra and trigonometry can be used in real-life problems. 
Throughout the course, numerical, graphical and algebraic methods will be emphasized. 
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Precalculus (Honors) 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisite: Grade of B+ or above in Algebra 2 Honors and approval of Department Chair. Please 
also see AP/Honors Placement Criteria. 
 
The focus of this course is on understanding the fundamental concepts of algebra, trigonometry and 
analytic geometry. Students will learn how algebra and trigonometry can be used in real-life problems 
and important themes of calculus will be introduced in a conceptual manner. Throughout the course, 
numerical, graphical and algebraic methods will be emphasized. The pace and rigor of this course 
prepare students for Advanced Placement study of mathematics. 
  
 AP Calculus (AB) 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisite: Grade of B+ or above in Precalculus Honors and approval of Department Chair. Please 
also see AP/Honors Placement Criteria. 
 
This course is equivalent to the first one and one-third semesters of the typical three semesters of 
college level calculus. Topics studied include limits, methods of differentiation and integration, and 
applications of differentiation and integration. At the end of the course students are required to take 
the Advanced Placement Calculus AB test offered by the College Board.  
 
AP Calculus (BC) 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisite: Grade of B+ or above in Precalculus Honors and approval of Department Chair.  Please 
also see AP/Honors Placement Criteria. 
  
This course is equivalent to the first two semesters of the typical three-semester college level 
calculus. Topics studied include all of the AB topics, listed above, as well as improper integrals, series 
and sequences, and parametric, vector and polar equations.  BC students will be expected to 
complete a summer assignment covering the first chapter of the textbook which is a review of 
Precalculus.  At the end of the course students take the Advanced Placement Calculus BC test 
offered by the College Board.  
 
 AP Statistics 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisite: Grade of B+ or above in Algebra 2 Honors or in Precalculus and approval of Department 
Chair. Please also see AP/Honors Placement Criteria. 
 
This course is equivalent to a one-semester, introductory, non-calculus-based, college course in 
statistics. The four major themes of the course are exploratory analysis, planning a study, probability, 
and statistical inference. At the end of the course students are required to take the Advanced 
Placement Statistics test offered by the College Board. 
 
Multivariable Calculus 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Calculus BC and Consent of the Instructor 
  
This course is the culmination of the standard college calculus series and undertakes the study of 
vectors in two and three dimensions, vector-valued functions, partial derivatives and multiple 
integration.  Applications include calculating surface area, centers of mass and centroids, and 
optimization in several variables.  Where else will you get to study wrinkled and bumpy spheres? 
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Performing Arts 
 
Please note: Courses designated “VPA” may be used to satisfy the second year Visual and 
Performing Arts requirements.  
 
 
Music Department 
 
San Domenico Singers  
6 credits /year  
This course is open to all students.  
 
Previous experience in vocal or choral music is helpful but not required for participation in San 
Domenico Singers, the school chorus.  A member of San Domenico Singers needs to have a good 
singing voice, a good ear, and a love and enthusiasm for singing in choir.  The Singers perform music 
of all styles and periods, including works by Vivaldi, Bach, Mozart and Haydn to music of modern 
composers such as Copland, Bernstein, Britten and Sondheim.  Each year, the Singers' repertoire 
ranges from Gregorian chant to contemporary popular music, from Elizabethan madrigals to world 
music.  Special care is taken to instruct each member of the chorus in the development of good 
singing techniques through proper diction, breath support and control, vocal placement, and poise. 
The Singers participate in the annual "Vivaldi at San Domenico" concert, the traditional Christmas 
Tableaux and the May Pavilion Concert, which provides a joyous finale for the year. San Domenico 
Singers meets three times a week – Monday, Wednesday and Thursday – from 3:15 to 4pm. Longer 
rehearsal times and extra rehearsals are scheduled the week or two before major performances. 
 
Music History and Performance 
6 credits /year 
VPA credit 
This course is recommended for 10th -12th grade students. For some instruments, prerequisites may 
be required; consult the Director of the Music Conservatory. 
 
Students must also concurrently enroll in one of the following: San Domenico Music Conservatory 
Private or Ensemble Lessons, San Domenico Singers, Virtuoso Program Chamber Music, Orchestra 
da Camera or Sinfonia. 
 
This course encourages historical awareness of style as developed through history, and the 
knowledge of the lives and output of featured composers. The history component of the course 
emphasizes sociopolitical influences on composers and their music. Students will develop an 
understanding of music theory. The Music History and Performance course supports the development 
of technical and musical skills on a chosen instrument through weekly one-hour private lessons or 
ensemble coaching with a member of the Conservatory faculty, along with daily independent practice. 
Performance experience is gained in school recitals, festival recitals and studio master classes. 
Collaborative skills will be gained through ensemble study and performance experience. 
 
AP Music Theory 
6 credits /year 
VPA credit 
For permission to take this course, please consult the Director of the Music Conservatory. 
 
In preparation for the AP Music Theory exam, this course will develop a student’s ability to recognize, 
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understand and describe the basic materials and processes of music that are heard or presented in a 
musical score. Through listening and creative exercises, sight-singing, and written analyses, the 
course will use a variety of music to teach the terminology and concepts integral to a foundation in 
common-practice musical understanding. In addition to technical knowledge and skills, students will 
gain exposure to and familiarity with a wide variety of musical literature, and the ability to apply their 
knowledge and skills to it. 
 
Conservatory Private Lessons 
3 credits / semester 
This course is open to all students. For some instruments, prerequisites may be required; consult the 
Music Conservatory. 
 
Students taking Private Instruction are invited to participate in the Conservatory’s recital series and to 
use the Conservatory’s facilities for private practicing. This course is Pass/Fail.   
A fee is charged for private instruction. The fee includes one lesson each week, except for days when 
school is not in regular session. 
 
Ensemble: Chamber Music, Piano Ensemble, Flute Choir or Classical Guitar Ensemble 
1 credit /semester 
Prerequisite: Participants must be taking private lessons on their individual instruments.  
 
This course is a weekly chamber ensemble for students of string and wind instruments, piano and 
guitar. Repertoire is chosen according to the particular instrumental combination participating and 
sessions are scheduled around ensemble members’ schedules. 
A fee is charged for group instruction. The fee includes one coaching each week, except for days 
when school is not in regular session. 
 
Sinfonia 
6 credits / year 
This course is open to all students by audition. Previous experience on a string or wind instrument is 
required. 
  
San Domenico Sinfonia is a chamber orchestra for San Domenico student string and wind players 
who have at least 1-2 years previous experience on their instrument.  The Sinfonia rehearses twice 
weekly and performs chamber orchestra repertoire with an emphasis on music from the baroque and 
classical periods. Students hone their ensemble skills while improving their rhythm, intonation, and 
expressive potential on their instrument. The Sinfonia orchestra performs several times a year in 
Music Conservatory concert programs, Masses and Commencement, and other school functions. 
 
Virtuoso Program 
10 credits /year 
Students seeking admittance into the Virtuoso Program should apply to the Virtuoso Program 
Director. The Virtuoso Program faculty committee will decide upon a student's acceptance to the 
Program. 
VPA Credit 
Minimum practice requirements: fourteen hours individual weekly practice (exclusive of 
orchestra/quartet/ensemble rehearsals). Participation in the one-hour weekly Music Seminar is also 
required, as is an annual Jury evaluation of fifteen minutes or more of memorized solo repertoire. 
In addition to acceptance following a highly competitive audition program, to qualify for admittance in 
the Virtuoso Program, string students need to be members of the Orchestra da Camera and a 
Virtuoso Program Chamber Music Ensemble. 
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Note: Virtuoso Program students are required to enroll in each year: 
VP Chamber Music 
Orchestra da Camera 
Virtuoso Program 

 
For Virtuoso Program violinists, violists, cellists, and bassists who study with a San Domenico Affiliate 
Teacher, a $600 annual affiliate fee helps to cover overhead costs of the music building, practice 
rooms, piano tuning, artist concerts, library string quartet music, and performance guidance. 
 
VP Chamber Music   
2 credits/year 
Required of all Virtuoso Program string students. Prerequisite: Consent of the Virtuoso Program 
Director. 
 
Each string group is coached one hour weekly and rehearses as a group a minimum of one hour per 
week.  Ensemble skills commensurate with string quartet performance are stressed.  Studying much 
of the world's greatest chamber music on a one-to-one basis builds a strong sense of tonal and 
rhythmic awareness and a deep understanding of compositional techniques and fosters a lifelong 
appreciation for chamber music.  In rehearsing together participants learn the art of collaboration.  
 
Orchestra da Camera 
2 credits /year 
Required of all Virtuoso Program students. Open to all students playing string instruments by audition 
only. Occasionally wind players are invited to participate. Please contact the Orchestra Director for 
more information. 
 
The Orchestra specializes in music for strings. The Orchestra performs three formal concerts 
annually—in October, February, and May—as well as other performances at various times during the 
year. 
 
Concerto soloists are chosen to perform for each orchestra concert with auditions held periodically 
during the year. Works must be played from memory and should include a cadenza. The Virtuoso 
Program faculty committee will take into consideration the performance experience of each applicant. 
 
Advanced Vocal Ensemble 
6 credits/year - Pass/Fail only 
Open to students by audition only. 
Advanced Vocal Ensemble (AVE) studies advanced harmonization and ensemble technique, and is 
an audition-only class consisting of Middle and Upper School students. The ensemble performs at the 
Middle School December and May performances, Upper School Conservatory recitals, and numerous 
off-campus performances throughout the year. 
 
SD Rocks 
6 credits/year - Pass/Fail only 
Open to students by audition only. Previous experience in voice, guitar, bass, drums, or keyboard 
required. 
This evening class is open to Upper School students for credit and may include additional students 
from the community as well. SD Rocks is a band workshop class where students will work together 
with the director to build a performance-ready set list of popular songs, ranging from current hits to 
classic rock, pop and soul tunes. The group performs at Upper School assemblies and periodic off-
site performances. Class meets Wednesday evening from 7:00-8:30pm. 
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Raise Your Voice! 
6 credits/year - Pass/Fail only 
Open to students by audition only. Previous vocal experience required. 
This evening class is open to Upper School students for credit and may include additional students 
from the community as well. Raise Your Voice is a vocal workshop that focuses on advanced 
harmony as well as songwriting. The ensemble works to prepare a performance-ready set list of 
original and cover songs from contemporary genres and participates in a number of performances on 
and off campus throughout the year. Class meets Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:00-8:00pm. 
 

 
Theatre Arts 

 
The Theatre Arts department offers a comprehensive interdisciplinary study of performance art.  The 
program is designed to build self-confidence in all arenas of performance and public speaking. The 
department provides opportunities for students with a beginning interest in theatre to that with 
advanced-level training. The program teaches voice and diction, theatrical movement, dance, stage 
combat, musical theatre, monologue, scene study, improvisation, Shakespeare and classical theatre 
history.  Theatre Arts students are expected to study all areas of technical production, including set, 
lighting and costume design, sound, stage makeup and some basic film techniques.  There are 
extensive reading assignments from various plays. 
 
 
Courses 
 
Freshman Theatre (Theatre 1) 
3 credits/semester 
  
Freshman Theatre is one component of the visual and performing arts program in the freshman year, 
and is an active, participatory Acting class that lays the groundwork for all future theatre courses.  
Students are introduced to the fundamentals of character development as they learn the basics of 
stage voice and movement, using exercises drawn from both Western theatrical training and World 
Theatre practices.  Students will move from training exercises into performance, rehearsing and 
performing for an Upper School assembly. 
 
Theatre 2 
6 credits /year  
VPA credit  
Prerequisite: Completion of Freshman Theatre or department approval. 
 
Theatre 2 is a contemporary acting class.  The course is based on the system developed by 
Constantin Stanislavski, which uses a precise method of text and character analysis to arrive at a 
realistic acting style.  Students will learn the practical application of Stanislavski’s system through 
performance in scenes, monologues, and character analysis.  In addition to the contemporary 
performance work, the course includes a unit on Shakespeare and a stage sword-fighting unit. Each 
semester will culminate in a final acting project. 
 
Theatre 3 
6 credits /year  
VPA credit  
Prerequisite: Completion of Theatre 2 or department approval. 
 
Theatre 3 is a classical acting course.  By performing in selections from the plays of significant eras in 
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the development of Western theatre, students will gain an understanding of these historical periods. 
The emphasis of the class is on performance; students will learn speech, movement, and acting skills 
specific to particular historical genres.  Areas covered include the Classical Era (Greece and Rome); 
Medieval Theatre, Shakespeare, and Restoration Theatre.  Students will perform monologues and 
scenes from each era explored.  The course includes a stage sword-fighting unit.  Each semester will 
culminate in a final acting project. 
 
Theatre Honors 
6 credits/year 
Prerequisite: Theatre 2 with a grade of B+ and audition.   
 
This course is in accordance with UC Honors requirements (pending UC approval), and may be taken 
in place of Theatre 3, or after a student has completed Theatre 3 (in lieu of Theatre 4). Students will 
achieve a high level of skill in the art of Acting through a deep understanding and experience of the 
aesthetic processes of the Art in a variety of genres.  Each Unit is devoted to a specific historical 
period, cultural context, and genre, as exemplified in a specific play.  In addition to performing scenes 
from each play, students study the context from which the play emerged; writing assignments will 
involve an analysis of each play, of the character the student is portraying, and will contextualize the 
play historically.  The culminating project for the first semester is a deep character study and 
performance; for the second semester the course will culminate in a Capstone project performance as 
required by UC Theatre Honors courses.  The course will use a college-level text. 
 
Theatre Arts 4: Directing  
6 credits /year  
Theatre 4 is a directing course. Throughout the year, students will learn and practice the art and 
discipline of directing a play.  Each student will direct a one-act play, including the design of 
costumes, set, lights, sound and props for her show, as her final project. 
The first semester is devoted to understanding and practicing the work of the director.  What is a 
director?  What does she do?  We study script analysis, dramaturgy (form & content), script 
breakdown, director’s concepts, blocking, pacing, style, design elements, and actors coaching.  In-
class exercises will include directing each other in scenes, reading scripts, analysis discussions, using 
the elements of design, and how to create a concept for a play.  Students will also be working on their 
play selection for the spring production.  The second semester is devoted to detailed analysis of the 
scripts students have selected to direct, and all aspects of production, including set design, lighting & 
sound design, costume design, props design, rehearsal schedules, casting and directing the show.  
 
Technical Theatre 
3 credits /semester 
Open to all High School students; requires after-school, evening, and weekend hours. 
 
Students in this course study the craft of technical theatre.  Students will learn the principles of stage 
management, publicity, and producing, and will design and implement stage lighting, costumes, sets, 
sound, props, and make-up.  Work will include focusing on particular areas of interest in San 
Domenico theatrical productions.  Upon approval Technical Theatre is available as Independent 
Study. 
 
Performance Workshop 
3 credits / semester 
Open to all High School students; requires after-school, evening, and weekend hours. 
Major High School productions are staged each year, with full costumes, make-up, sets and 
lighting.  All High School students in good academic standing, regardless of participation in Theatre 
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Arts classes, may audition for roles or apply for production positions in lighting & sound, set design, 
costuming, or stage-management.  Rehearsals are mandatory and grades are assigned on the 
director’s evaluation of commitment, performance, and attitude. 

Dance 
 

The San Domenico Dance department offers an in depth training program in ballet, modern dance, 
jazz and choreography with professional master teachers and choreographers. The four-year program 
offers opportunities to explore dance from the beginning to the advanced level.  In addition to the core 
curriculum, students may study world dance, contact improvisation, partnering lifts, auditioning 
techniques, dance history, and real world skills in the business of professional dance. Courses may 
include homework such as journaling, book reports, field trips, performance critiques, oral history 
reports, resumes, biographies, grant proposals and choreography.  Students learn to lead class and 
rehearsals and take full ownership of their performances.  
 
Dance classes meet during the school day and after school. All classes receive P.E. credit. Students 
can also opt to take Dance 2, Dance 3 and Dance 4 to fulfill the VPA requirement.  
 
 
Freshman Dance (Dance 1)  
3 credits/semester 
 
This introduction to the world of dance is one component of the visual and performing arts program in 
the Freshman year.  Students explore tastes of all of the styles that are offered on campus, from ballet 
to hip hop, with an emphasis on jazz dance.   
  
Dance 2 
6 credits /year 
VPA credit 
Prerequisites: Completion of Dance Performance 1 or permission of instructor 
The beginning and intermediate dancer is introduced to intermediate skills in ballet, jazz, modern 
dance and basic choreography.  The program is enhanced by history reports and viewing of dance 
films to provide a broad perspective on this art form.  Students participate in the end of the year spring 
dance concert with their own choreography.   
   
Dance 3 
6 credits /year 
VPA credit 
Prerequisites: Completion of Dance Performance 2 or permission of instructor 
The intermediate and advanced dancer continues to expand their knowledge of technique and skill in 
contemporary dance, with an emphasis placed on student choreography and performance.  In 
addition, Dance Three students create a personal dance portfolio, which includes an autobiography, 
resume and dance photographs of the student.  Students participate in the end of the year spring 
dance concert with their own choreography.   
 
Dance 4 
6 credits /year 
VPA credit 
Prerequisites: Completion of Dance Performance 3 or permission of instructor 
The intermediate/advanced dance student moves deeper into the knowledge and skill set of the 
advanced/pre-professional contemporary dancer through rigorous training in jazz, modern dance, 
ballet and choreography.  The program is enhanced by studies in real life applications to the 
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professional dance world (grant proposal writing, audition experience, teaching class, etc.).  Students 
participate in the end of the year spring dance concert with their own choreography.  
 
 
After School Dance Classes: 
 
Beginning/Intermediate Ballet 
Mondays, 4pm-5:40pm  
P.E. Credit 
Year long class 
Pass/Fail 
(Pre-requisite: Some experience in classical ballet in the past 2 years)  
 
Intermediate/Advanced Ballet 
Thursdays, 4pm-5:40pm  
P.E. Credit 
Year long class 
Pass/Fail 
(Pre-requisite: By audition only) 
 
Hip Hop  
Mixed level 
Wednesdays, 4pm-5:40pm  
P.E. Credit  
Semester long class 
Pass/Fail 
(Open to everyone)  
 
Dance Ensemble 
Tuesdays & Fridays, 3:15-5pm  
Year long class 
P.E. Credit 
(Pre-requisite: By audition only; and must take a ballet class as well) 
The Dance Ensemble is a contemporary intermediate/advanced level group that performs throughout 
the year, on campus and in the greater Bay Area. 
 
 

Physical Education/Health 
 
The program is designed to promote within students a sense of respect and responsibility towards 
themselves and their bodies and an appreciation of individual and group achievement.  It provides 
students the opportunity to participate and develop skills and knowledge in team, individual, and 
lifelong activities that may be an ongoing lifelong interest.  It is also designed to help students 
appreciate the value of fitness throughout their lives. 
 
Requirements 
All students are required to participate in the equivalent of 4 semesters of physical education and 1 
semester of Health.   
  
Courses 
 
Freshman Health 
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3 credits /semester 
Pass/Fail  
 
Health is a required one semester course for all freshmen. This course includes such topics as 
relaxation, human sexuality, substance abuse (alcohol, tobacco and drugs), eating disorders, general 
health, nutrition and body image.  
 
PE Sports 
3 credits / semester 
 
Students who participate in school sports teams qualify for PE Sports. This course is offered as 
Pass/Fail. 
 
PE Dance 
2 credits / semester 
 
This dance course introduces students to jazz, modern and ballet as well as select ethnic dance 
forms.  Students learn basic dance vocabulary and how to execute fundamental dance movements.  
Students will be asked to perform during assemblies, liturgies, and possibly outside events.   
 
PE Mini Course 
2 credits / semester 
 
Students who participate in a mini course that qualifies for PE will receive credit towards their PE 
requirement. Offered as Pass/Fail. 
 
PE Riding 
2 credits / semester 
 
Students who participate in horseback riding lessons at San Domenico School, qualify for PE Riding.  
There is a separate fee to take these lessons.  Pass/Fail only. 
 
PE Tennis 
2 credits / semester 
 
Students who take tennis at San Domenico School qualify for PE credit. There is a separate fee for 
lessons.  Pass/Fail only. 

 
 

Religious Studies  
 
Religious Studies courses study cultural thought and belief systems, historical events, theological 
concepts, and philosophical issues and movements.  Students explore principles of decision-making, 
inquire into the spiritual dimensions of life, and develop their understanding of the meaning of 
interconnections with self, with others, with God, and with the universe.  Course offerings honor the 
diversity of beliefs within the context of the Dominican Catholic tradition. 
 
Courses 
 
Global Studies - Freshmen year 
10 credits /year 
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Please see History curriculum for course description. 
 
Hebrew and Christian Scriptures - Sophomore year 
10 credits /year 
 
In the first semester, students will read and study selections from the Hebrew Scriptures, the written 
foundations of Jewish beliefs and shared by Christians.  Students will become familiar with the major 
persons, events, and themes of these Scriptures, a written record of the history of the Jews and the 
Jewish faith from their beginnings c. 2000 BCE until the birth of Jesus of Nazareth.  These Scriptures 
will be viewed from two perspectives:  both as the enduring covenant of Jewish tradition, and as the 
beginning of the covenant according to Christian tradition.  In the second semester, students will study 
the life, ministry, and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. Students will read selections from the Christian 
Scriptures, focusing first on the Gospels.  Students will discover how Christians believe in Jesus as 
the “Anointed One,” the Messiah hoped for by the Jews; and how Christians view the Christian 
Scriptures, the “New Testament” as a continuation of the Hebrew Scriptures, the “Old 
Testament”.  Students will learn how Christianity separated from Judaism and grew after the death of 
Jesus as his Apostles and disciples spread his teachings throughout the Roman Empire, as recounted 
in the Acts of the Apostles and the letters of St. Paul.  We will end the year with an exploration of the 
dramatic imagery of the book of Revelation, “the Apocalypse”. 
 
Social Justice - Junior year 
10 credits /year 
 
In this year-long course students examine contemporary Social Justice topics through the lens 
of Catholic Social Teaching and the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights. After studying 
the principles of human dignity, solidarity, the common good, participation, subsidiarity and the 
the role of government, the class focuses on current Social Justice  issues such as the food 
system, the working poor, immigration, and women’s empowerment in the developing world. 
Students will develop a variety of active skills through practice in civil discourse, research, 
writing, individual and team project work, debates, and presentations. 
 
Senior Elective Courses 
First Semester 
 
Introduction to Philosophy 
5 credits/semester 
 
What is philosophy for? The answer lies within the name itself.  The word philosophy comes from the 
Ancient Greek word φιλοσοφία (philosophia), which literally means "love of wisdom.” We will explore 
the discipline of philosophy from its roots in antiquity to its role in our world today. Along the way we 
will discover ways philosophy can offer insights into the most meaningful facets of our lives: 
relationships, education, work, money, and belief itself. Throughout the course we will experiment with 
practices philosophers have developed to cultivate greater happiness and harmony within oneself and 
society.  
 
Philosophy of Emotions: Philosophy A 
5 credits/semester 
 
Today, neuroscience, psychology, and philosophy are jointly examining the origins and  role of 
emotions in our daily lives. “Emotions shape the landscape of our mental and social lives,” says 
philosopher Martha Nussbaum. Or, as Shakespeare asserts in Hamlet: “Give me that man That is not 
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passion’s slave, and I will wear him In my heart’s core.” And so inspired, one recent philosopher 
entitled his book about emotions: Not Passion’s Slave. Are we so captivated by reason that we would 
deny ourselves desires, passions, emotions, whatever we might call them? And, when we give them 
due consideration might we not find them after all to be rational? This course explores some of the 
key theories of emotion from ancient times to today, and gives particular attention to the role they play 
in making us the persons we are. Readings will come from neuroscience, psychology, and literature. 
Films will aid our exploration, as will case studies. We will begin with making a distinction between 
emotions and feelings and then try to see a relationship between emotion and cognition, and so forth. 
 
Ethics A: Ethical Questions in Science and Medicine 
5 credits/ semester  
Prerequisite: Biology and Social Justice 
 
Nanotechnology, genetically modified food, the right to die, and designer medicine are all topics being 
debated today and these are a few of the many ways in which science and medicine are rapidly 
transforming how we are able to interact in our world. It will take a new generation of ethically aware 
scientists and informed citizens to lead the global community through the challenges we will face in 
the twenty-first century. We will need to reconcile innovations in science with our responsibility to seek 
health, prosperity, equity, and dignity for all on a sustainable basis. 

Participants in this seminar will form a comprehensive list of possible topics to explore.  We will then 
select those that we are most interested in exploring deeply.  Students and teachers will work together 
to research new technologies and scientific research as well as the moral, religious, and philosophical 
foundations of these innovations. The goal is to help students form a thoughtful appraisal of the 
impact of these technologies on society and human experience.  

 
Second Semester 
 
Religion and the Arts - Zen Buddhism 
5 credits/semester 
  
Zen is a school of Buddhism that developed in China.  According to legend the Buddhist monk, 
Bodhidharma, brought Buddhism from India to China, where it mixed with Taoism and become know 
as Chan. The word Zen is derived from the Japanese pronunciation of the Chinese word Chan, which 
in turn in derived from the Sanskrit word dhyana. Dhyana can be approximately translated as 
“meditative state.”  During this course will we learn about the background and history of Zen and 
explore its principles and practices – many of which can be found in a range of art forms, such as 
haiku, landscape painting, the tea ceremony, rock gardening, and calligraphy.  
 
Human Nature - Introduction to Philosophy B 
5 credits/semester 
 
Conflicting theories and explanations from different disciplines, especially from biology and philosophy 
but also from psychology, sociology, anthropology, and theology, of what it means to be human are 
hotly contested, perhaps as never before. Positing humans with a nature offers a coherency and 
stability some theories lack. This course explores one human nature approach from the philosopher 
Alasdair MacIntyre. The essential question we’ll ask, What does it mean to be human?, begs further 
questions, such as: How are humans different from yet similar to other animals? How is a concept of 
personhood helpful in making such distinctions? And, how is a moral description of a person different 
from a metaphysical one or a naturalist one? Our goal is primarily to respond to these questions in 
ways that clarify and deepen our understanding of what it means to lead an ethical and flourishing life, 
and, secondarily, to illuminate the serious difficulties and complications in addressing those critical 
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questions. Importantly, the course offers a way for students to question their own values and to 
strengthen their powers of discernment and of critical thinking. Readings are taken from ancient to 
modern philosophy, literature, and science. 
 
Ethics B: Theater as a Way to Engage in Civil Discourse 
5 credits/semester 
 
Theater is a very powerful teaching tool; a theatrical performance is a compelling way to engage 
students in what can amount to a controversial topic. Students will explore a contemporary ethical 
issue from the perspectives of academic inquiry and performance. A play examining a particular 
ethical issue will be performed by the students at a High School Assembly, and students will 
investigate the topic themselves through research, class discussions, and creating information 
sessions for their fellow students.  This course prepares students to take on roles of responsible and 
informed citizens and to work cooperatively in a safe environment. In the course students will reflect 
upon and explore topics and engage in media literacy through fiction, poetry, music, non-fiction and 
news sources. This play is part of a series of Theater/Ethics courses that explore topical issues of our 
time. Previous productions and corresponding topics include: 

- Twilight: Los Angeles 1992 - Ethical Behavior toward  the “Other” 
- The Exonerated in 2014 – Justice System and Death Penalty 
-  Bang Bang You’re Dead in 2013 - Gun Violence and the 2nd Amendment 
-  The Laramie Project in 2012 – Hate Crimes 
- Dead Man Walking  in 2011 – Death Penalty 

  
 

 
Science 

 
The science department offers a challenging array of college-preparatory laboratory classes, all of 
which stress observation, laboratory skills, and problem solving. Classes involve analysis and 
discussion of scientific phenomena, and prepare students to make informed decisions on 
environmental issues and technological advances. 
 
Planning your science course of study 
Students are strongly encouraged to take as challenging a science program as possible. Those 
hoping to pursue a science major in college are advised to study science during all four years at San 
Domenico. Students who wish to double in science in a given year must have excellent grades and a 
strong work ethic. In addition, doubling in science requires the approval of the Science Department 
Chairperson and the Academic Dean. Among the junior/senior offerings are rigorous electives and AP 
courses which have a narrower focus than the core science courses and require students to apply 
skills learned in previous science and math classes. It is recommended that students take the three 
foundational courses before taking Advanced Placement courses.  
 
Courses 
 
Conceptual Physics 
10 credits /year 
Required for all 9th grade students 
 
This laboratory science course is an introduction to the essential concepts of physics with an 
emphasis on comprehension, critical thinking and scientific inquiry. Course work will be presented 
through experience-based activities, as well as through group and class discussions. Specifically, the 
scientific skills of observation techniques, hypotheses formation, data analysis and interpretation, and 
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development of informed conclusions will be emphasized in preparation for future science courses. 
 
Biology 
10 credits /year 
Required for all 10th grade students 
 
This course is a comprehensive survey of topics in biology and includes such topics as ecology, 
cellular biology, biochemistry, genetics, evolution, classification of living things, human physiology and 
anatomy. The goal of the course is for students to increase their understanding of the living world so 
that they can find patterns, analyze information, and ask educated questions. Students will read 
current news and discuss issues of medicine, health, biotechnology and the environment. Teaching 
techniques include lecture, discussion, labs, projects, papers and activities. Tests are typically given 
every 2 or 3 weeks and there is at least one project or paper assigned every few months. 
 
Chemistry 
10 credits /year 
Open to grades 10, 11 and 12. Prerequisites: completion of, or concurrent enrollment in Algebra 2.  
 
This course presents the principles of chemistry and helps students gain a strong foundation in 
scientific literacy. Major goals are to stimulate interest in science and to encourage a spirit of inquiry. 
The course covers the basic properties of matter, solids, liquids and gases, the atom, the chemical 
families, the Periodic Table, stoichiometry and chemical reactions, and includes laboratory techniques 
and keeping comprehensive laboratory records.  
 
Chemistry (Honors) 
10 credits /year 
Open to grades 10, 11 and 12. Prerequisites: concurrent enrollment in Algebra 2 Honors or higher; A- 
or above in previous science and math classes and recommended by the department. Please also 
see Honors Placement criteria. 
  
This course is recommended for serious science students with a strong background in mathematics 
who are interested in a rigorous, in-depth chemistry course. The concepts in this course focus on both 
quantitative and qualitative descriptions.  Among the topics studied are atomic theory, stoichiometry, 
chemical bonding, chemical reactions, thermodynamics, solutions, and the different phases of matter.  
Lab work and keeping a lab notebook are important components of the course.  
 
AP Biology 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisites: Completion of Biology and Chemistry with B+’s or higher in both, and recommendation 
by the science department.  Please also see AP Placement criteria.  
 
This is a rigorous, college level course that requires students to apply skills learned from their 
previous science courses with a more in-depth, critical focus. AP Biology is designed for academically 
strong students with a keen interest in the biological sciences, and a willingness to devote at least 1 
hour daily of after-school time for independent content study. The topics covered include 
biochemistry, molecular and cellular biology, heredity and molecular genetics, biotechnology, 
evolution, the diversity, structure and function of organisms, populations and ecology. The course 
includes hypothesis-based laboratory experiments that mirror those performed in introductory biology 
courses offered at most universities. 
 
AP Chemistry 
10 credits /year 
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Prerequisites: Completion of Chemistry Honors, with a grade of A- or above and recommendation by 
the science department and concurrent enrollment in Precalculus Honors or higher.  Please also see 
AP Placement Criteria.   
 
The AP Chemistry class is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory chemistry course 
usually taken by science and engineering majors in their first year of study. It is also for the student 
who desires to take a second year of chemistry in high school. The student is expected to have a solid 
background in the basic principles of chemistry prior to taking this class. This is a rigorous elective 
with a tighter focus than the first year Honors Chemistry classes. Topics covered in the first year of 
honors chemistry class are briefly reviewed, but not stressed. "How to" problem solving, equilibrium, 
kinetics and thermodynamics, and acid base chemistry will be covered in great depth. Laboratory 
work is also stressed, as much of the AP exam covers laboratory techniques and procedures.  
 
AP Environmental Science 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisites: Completion of Biology and Chemistry with a grade of B+ or higher and departmental 
recommendation. Please also see AP Placement criteria.   
 
This course is the equivalent of a semester-long college course and requires a rapid pace of one 
chapter every 1 to 2 weeks. Students will be responsible for working independently and mastering 
complex concepts. All course tests are in the style of the AP exam and happen every 2 weeks. In 
addition there are projects such as creating a website, class presentations such as debates, and labs. 
Environmental science is a dynamic subject matter which is continuously evolving as scientific 
understanding,  technological advances, and political responses change. In order to explore these 
concepts students will gather information from many disciplines across the sciences including earth 
science, basic chemistry, geology, and ecology as well as economics, sociology and social justice. 
Students will investigate the Earth's resources (energy, water, air, soil/land, forests, 
wildlife/wilderness) and their management, as well as issues caused by waste and human population 
pressures. The class will explore both the foundational concepts and the interconnections between 
many of the problems as well as the solutions.  
 
AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism 
10 credits /year 
Open to grades 11 and 12. Prerequisite: science: completion of Chemistry Honors and the completion 
of conceptual physics course or its equivalent.  Completion or concurrent enrollment in AP Calculus 
and and recommendation of the science department. Please also see AP Placement criteria.  
 
This is a rigorous, college level course that requires students to apply skills learned from their 
previous physical science courses with a more in-depth, critical focus.   This is equivalent to a one 
semester college class.  This course is recommended for students who are planning careers in 
science, math or engineering and/or those who are just profoundly curious. This course covers Ohm’s 
law, resisters, capacitors, circuits, Coulomb’s law, and electromagnetism.  Laboratory work requires 
1/5 class periods, and students are expected to spend extra time outside of the classroom for reading, 
homework and, most importantly, thinking. This is recognized by colleges as a challenging AP class.  
 
 
NON- AP Electives: Please note, this is a list of possible junior-senior electives courses.  
Which courses ultimately run each year will change to adapt to the preferences of current 
students and scheduling requirements. These courses are considered g-elective courses and 
not lab science courses by UC. 
 
Environmental Science  
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10 credits /year 
Prerequisites: Completion of Biology and Chemistry. 
 
This elective course is designed for students interested in learning more about the environment 
without the rigor of an AP course.  Environmental Science is an interdisciplinary course in which 
students will integrate concepts from biology, chemistry, physics, geology, economics, sociology and 
politics. We will begin the year building a foundation in pure ecology. From here students will explore 
the complexities of nature’s systems. This is a rapidly moving course in which students will be 
covering a chapter every 1-2 weeks. There will be many opportunities for hands-on activities and 
relevant application of what we are learning in class to local and international issues, field trips, and to 
being involved in effective community action. 
 
Introduction to Engineering 
10 credits/year 
Prerequisites: Completion of Biology and Chemistry 
 
This course will give the tools needed to students to evaluate a problem and then design and build a 
solution. Students will have opportunities to: work with engineering software, build bridges and 
rockets, and design cars and motors. Students will also be required to create their own research 
project. The design and building aspects of the course are rooted in the eight engineering practices 
that are part of the Next Generation Science Standards, which are: defining problems; developing and 
using models; planning and carrying out investigations; analyzing and interpreting data; using 
mathematics and computational thinking; designing solutions; engaging in argument from evidence; 
and obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information. Prerequisite: Junior or senior standing and 
permission of the instructor." 
 
Forensic Science 
5 credits /semester 
Prerequisites: Completion of Biology and Chemistry. 
  
This elective course will focus on the tools used by forensic scientists to solve crimes through 
analyses of physical evidence found at crime scenes. The basic processes of scientific reasoning and 
investigative strategies that you learned in your previous science classes will be applied to thought-
provoking cases and scenarios to develop critical thinking and problem solving skills. 
 
Astrophysics 
5 credits/Semester 
Prerequisites:  Completion of Conceptual Physics and Algebra 2 or above. 
 
This one-semester course looks at concepts of astronomy using concepts of physics to better 
understand the nature of the universe.  Units of study will include the history of exploring the universe, 
stellar classification and spectroscopy; solar system and planetary motion; stellar evolution and 
nuclear fusion; messages from the cosmos, and tools used to collect them; and low-energy and high-
energy objects in our universe and electromagnetic radiation. The course will provide opportunities for 
students to investigate topics of interest, to conduct experiments, to develop critical thinking and 
communication skills, and to experience being a student, a scientist and teacher all at the same time.  
 
Cosmology - The Study of the Origin, Structure and Evolution of the Universe 
5 credits/Semester 
Prerequisites:  Completion of Conceptual Physics and Algebra 2 or above. 
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The science of cosmology has been studied since the ancient Greek philosophers first  
speculated about the stars. Knowledge of the universe and its origin expanded greatly due  
to the work of Copernicus, Galileo, Newton, Einstein, Hubble and many others. This course will cover 
the important work of these great scientists and will also explore the modern theories of the expansion 
of space-time since the formation of the universe 13.8 billion years ago. Some intriguing questions are 
still unanswered and will be discussed during this course: What is the possibility of life in our own and 
other galaxies? What are dark matter and dark energy and how do they affect our universe? What 
could be outside the edge of our expanding universe? What are black holes and why are they 
significant? How does the Cosmic Microwave Background (CMB) radiation support the Big Bang 
Theory? If the Big Bang Theory is true, what existed before its occurrence? Did the universe really 
begin as a Big Bang from a singularity or has it always been present? 
 
Teacher Assistant in the Sciences 
2 credits /year 
Open to grades 11 and 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Chemistry Honors. Must talk with teacher to 
assist and be approved before registration. 
 
A teacher assistant helps the instructor in setting up labs and performing other curricular related 
duties. The instructors select the assistants. After receiving instructor approval, students who wish to 
be considered for a teaching assistant position must also meet with the College Counselor and be 
approved by the Academic Dean. 

 
 

Visual Arts 
 
Please note: Courses designated “VPA” may be used to satisfy the Visual and Performing Arts 
requirement and semester classes must be taken in sequence.  Beginning courses are taught in the 
fall only.    
 
The art department curriculum is designed to introduce students to a variety of media and new ways 
of problem solving, and to use the art vocabulary fluently, in both verbal and written forms.  The 
courses emphasize authentic studio practices, which involves the development of both creative and 
analytical skills, as well as personal integrity, originality, thoughtfulness, and work ethic.  The upper 
level classes promote an elevated skill level and original, high-quality art production.  Small studio 
classes and personalized attention are central components of our philosophy and instruction. 
 
Courses 
 
Freshman Visual Arts (Art 1)  
5 credits / semester  
freshman only 
 
This class is one component of the visual and performing arts program in the freshman year.  
Students learn to work in the basic art media and concepts of 2-D and 3-D design, color, composition 
and pattern, executed in pencil and soft pastel drawings, clay, printmaking and a variety of other 
media.  
 
Digital Video Production 
5 credits / semester  
freshman only 
 
This class is one component of the visual and performing arts program in the freshman year. In this 
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class, students focus on the art of storytelling through film. As such, students learn how to develop a 
story idea, script, characters, storyboard, and production schedule for the completion of a short film.  
In addition to the technical aspects of creating a film and/or video project, students will study various 
film styles.   
 
Please note: Digital Film Production courses beyond the first year introductory course will be added to 
the curriculum starting in the 2016-2017 academic year. 
 
 
Ceramics 1  
5 credits (First semester only); Evening class, day and times TBD  
Prerequisite:  Art 1 
VPA credit: must enroll in Ceramics 1 and 2 
 
Students will create a set of tiles, hand-built bottle forms, and model objects.  A critique will follow the 
completion of each project.  The students will be asked to present their work to the class or will be 
asked to discuss certain aspects of their work in relation to the assignment. Students will also 
complete a sketchbook, to be completed at midterm and the week prior to exams.  Students will be 
expected to understand and articulate the vocabulary related to ceramic art and complete a variety of 
written assignments.     
 
Ceramics 2 
5 credits /semester; Evening class, day and times TBD 
Prerequisite: Ceramics 1 
VPA credit: must enroll in Ceramics 1 and 2  
 
Students will begin working on the potter’s wheel and will continue to explore hand-building 
techniques with three assigned projects during the semester.  A critique will follow the completion of 
each project. The artists will present their work to the class and discuss certain aspects of their work 
in relation to the assignment. Students will continue to work in a sketchbook, which will be turned in 
the week prior to exams. Students will also give a ten minute oral presentation on a ceramic artist of 
their choice.  
 
Ceramics 3  
5 credits /semester; Evening class, day and times TBD 
Prerequisite: Ceramics 1 and 2 
 
Advanced hand-building and wheel throwing techniques will be introduced.  Students will focus on 
refining skills in both creating and glazing techniques.  A critique will follow the completion of each 
project.  The artists will present their  work to the class and discuss certain aspects of their work in 
relation to the assignment. Students will also complete an oral presentation on a ceramic artist of their 
choice.    
 
Ceramics 4  
5 credits /semester; Evening class, day and times TBD 
Prerequisite: Ceramics 3 
 
Emphasis is placed on working independently in a ceramic studio and on contemporary ceramics. 
Students will refine skills on the potter's wheel, hand building, and sculpture. A critique will follow the 
completion of each project.  Students will prepare a ten minute critique of a ceramic artist of their 
choice and will write reflections on ceramic artists or movements throughout the semester. 
 
Drawing and Painting 1 
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5 credits (First semester only) 
Prerequisite:  Art 1 
VPA credit: must enroll in Drawing and Painting 1 and 2 
 
In this course, students will be introduced to the elements and principles of design through a variety of 
media, including pencil, charcoal, and watercolor paints.  Students will learn basic drawing and 
painting skills, and will discuss their own work and the work of their peers during critiques.  They will 
also be expected to use the vocabulary of art during discussions.  Homework and sketchbook work 
will enhance the learning experience.     
   
Drawing and Painting 2 
5 credits /semester  
Prerequisite: Drawing and Painting 1  
VPA credit: must enroll in Drawing and Painting 1 and 2 
 
Students will continue to work with a variety of media, including gouache and acrylic paints, and will 
be expected to explore a range of solutions to the given assignments.  Students will develop a deeper 
comprehension of the elements and principles of design to create complex compositions with 
sophisticated content. Verbal and written critiques will expand their development of ideas and will 
enhance their ability to talk about art.       
 
 
Drawing and Painting 3  
5 credits /semester  
Prerequisite: Drawing and Painting 2  
 
This course sharpens the skills and ideas learned in Drawing and Painting II through writing an artist 
statement, utilizing a sketchbook, and discussing and analyzing various artists and art movements. 
The projects allow students to envision and create artwork that is distinctly their own, with a clear 
point of view.  Verbal and written critiques will be a dynamic method for furthering their ideas and 
expanding their strengths as artists.   
 
Film Studies   
10 credits/year 
Prerequisite: Visual Arts (Art 1) or Freshmen Film Elective 
Note: This course does NOT fulfill the Visual/Performing Arts (VPA) graduation requirement.  
Currently it is an elective, so Juniors and Seniors who have not yet fulfilled the VPA 
requirement must consult their mentors and schedules.  
 
This film-making course explores the fundamental skills necessary to making original films; from script 
writing to filming to editing. The class will be challenging; it is a course appropriate for students who 
are motivated to learn about cinema as an important medium for self-expression and as an art form. 
Additionally, film-making is a time-sensitive activity and requires that each student work in a 
cooperative environment and show leadership skills in managing various components of the process 
and the challenging work flow.  
 
Dialogue, narrative, character development as well as tackling “big objectives” for the projects will be 
the focus as students complete shorter assignments (“mini films”) to practice the technical aspects of 
filming.  A capstone project will be completed in small groups over the course of the year.  Students 
will be assessed on their storytelling, visual imagery and technical skills, as well as their success at 
planning and coordinating the final project. 
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Guest filmmakers, producers and writers will be invited to the class to share their expertise on film-
making, along with the techniques and challenges inherent in the craft. Students are encouraged to 
participate in local film festivals and competitions, where appropriate. The program also enters into 
collaboration with local filmmakers, festivals and media outlets, as those opportunities arise. 
 
 
Photography I 
5 credits (First semester only) 
Prerequisite: Art 1 
VPA credit: must enroll in Photography I and II  
 
Students will begin the course with an overview of the history of American photography and will learn 
the basic functions of the camera. Framing the image and learning to see the elements and principles 
of design will be the focus for much of the semester.  Editing apps for the iPad will be introduced, but 
basic editing strategies (cropping, contrast, and enhance) will be emphasized.  Students will analyze 
the work of their peers as well as works by professional photographers and learn to use the art 
vocabulary during critiques. Students will have access to digital cameras provided by the school, but 
their own digital camera is highly recommended for this course. 
 
Photography II 
5 credits / semester 
Prerequisite: Photography I 
VPA credit: must enroll in Photography I and II 
 
Students will continue to hone their skills they learned in the first semester, and will explore the 
variations and flexibility of digital media.  Students will analyze the works of their peers through verbal 
and written critiques, and deepen their engagement with problem-solving behind the lens of the 
camera in order to create thought-provoking images.  Students will be expected to present their work 
bi-weekly throughout the semester. In addition, the class assessments will include presentations on 
artists, reading and analyzing texts, and discussions on documentary films and artists from the Art 21 
series. Students may use various apps on the iPad or Photoshop Elements for editing purposes.  
Students must have their own digital camera for this course. 
 
Three-Dimensional Studies 1 
5 credits /semester (First semester only) 
Prerequisite: Art 1 or permission of the Instructor. 
 
Students will be introduced to the elements and principles of three-dimensional design and will be 
expected to use the art vocabulary in class discussions.  There will be three projects working with a 
variety of materials, including wire, plaster, clay, and found objects during the semester.  A critique will 
follow the completion of each project.  The artist will present her work to the class for critique and will 
discuss the artwork of her peers.  This class is highly recommended for sophomores or juniors who 
are considering taking AP Studio Art-3D.  
 
Three-Dimensional Studies 2 
5 credits /semester 
Prerequisite:  Three-Dimensional Studies 1 
 
Students will continue to develop their understanding of elements and principles of three-dimensional 
design.  There will be three projects during the semester, including a collaborative installation 
project.  A critique will follow the completion of each project.  The artist will present her work to the 
class and discuss certain aspects of her work in relation to the assignment.  Students will create a 
visual journal of their own work as well as examine the artwork of three well-known artists.  This class 
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is highly recommended for sophomores or juniors who are considering taking AP Studio Art-3D.   
 
Advanced Art Independent Study 
5 credits / semester 
Prerequisite: Must have completed all of the coursework in one selected area of study; Instructor 
approval required. 
 
This course is intended for students who have completed the highest level of one of the following 
categories of courses offered in the art department: drawing and painting, ceramics, photography, or 
sculpture.  Students will focus on an area of study to enhance their skills, broaden their scope of 
understanding of the materials, and study ideas in-depth.  Students will be expected to complete a 
minimum of 4 projects throughout the semester, as determined by the individuals and approved by the 
instructor.  Project proposals are due during the first week of class. Regularly scheduled critiques with 
the instructor will be a standard component of the class. Additionally, students will be responsible for 
exhibiting their work with an Artist’s Statement.     
 
Public Art: Controversy, Interpretation and Implementation 
5 credits / semester 
Prerequisite: 1 year visual or performing arts class 
 
The students will learn about different contemporary art movements and artists, including muralists, 
“happenings”, public sculpture, and Christo and Jeanne-Claude.  The students will complete a variety 
of projects, and possibly collaborate on a project to be implemented on campus (or community-wide, 
as appropriate) as a final project.  Discussion and critical thought will be emphasized, as well as 
original ideas and creative strength.  Written work and readings on contemporary issues will enhance 
the content of the class.   
 
Art History: From Cave Paintings to Graffiti 
5 credits/semester        
 
This course introduces students to the broad range of human creativity throughout history, with an 
emphasis on the Twentieth and Twenty-First Century artists, art movements, and contemporary art. 
Students gain an understanding of the influences in religion, science, technology, and politics that 
affected style in art.  The study of Aesthetics and the philosophy of art will enhance the students’ 
understanding of the artwork presented in class.  Reading, lectures, video and power point 
presentations, as well as field trips to museums and local studios are included.  Various writing 
assignments, class participation, and class presentations are part of the assessment. 
 
 
Advanced Placement Studio Art 
10 credits /1 year             
VPA credit 
Offered senior year to qualified advanced art students, with approval by Art Department Chair. 
Prerequisites: A complete portfolio review with the instructor is required.   
Summer homework will be assigned accordingly and is part of the assessment of the 
readiness of the student for the course. Upper division art classes are required as 
prerequisites including, but not limited to: Drawing and Painting 3, Ceramics 3, Three-
Dimensional Studies 2, Photo II.  Please also see AP Placement criteria in the course 
catalogue.  Be aware that this is a rigorous program with substantial homework, expectations, 
and deadlines.   
 
The program is intended for highly motivated art students committed to serious study in art.  The goal 
is to complete the outlined body of work and submit the completed portfolio by the first week in May. 
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The Advanced Placement student may choose either a Drawing Portfolio (includes painting and 
drawing in a variety of media), a 2-D Design Portfolio (includes drawing, painting, digital art, graphic 
design, and photography) or a 3-D Design Portfolio (sculpture and ceramics). Students will be 
responsible for the creation of a quality portfolio, digital documentation, an artist’s statement and the 
organization of the above for the purpose of submitting required images and actual works to the AP 
College Board for review and grading. Please see the art instructors for more information. 
 
 
 

World Languages 
 
San Domenico Upper School’s World Language Department requires three consecutive years of 
language.  The curriculum has three objectives:   
  

Students will achieve an advanced level of oral and written language proficiency. 
  
Students will learn about the people, customs and histories of the target culture in order to 
successfully communicate with native speakers.  
  
Students will challenge themselves to tolerate the ambiguity and imperfection inherent in the 
study of a second language. 

  
To meet our objectives, students learn through immersion, regular practice, and continued work with 
authentic resources and materials.  Teachers emphasize communication over explicit grammar 
instruction. Language lessons are meaningful, personalized and engaging. Course levels reflect the 
guidelines outlined by the American Council of Teachers of Foreign Language. (ACTFL) 
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Courses 
 
Mandarin 1 
10 credits/year 
 
This is an introductory Mandarin Chinese course designed for beginning students. No background in 
Mandarin is presumed or required. The course focuses on basic communication skills in speaking, 
listening, reading and writing standard Mandarin Chinese. In addition to the acquisition of linguistic 
skills, the course also aims to equip students with the skills needed to learn foreign languages in 
natural, authentic settings. Class work includes communicative activities, dialogues, music, movies 
and student-centered pair/group practice. A variety of educational and authentic materials are used to 
reinforce language skills. Students are exposed to Chinese culture to develop an understanding and 
appreciation for Chinese culture, people, customs, behavior, and traditions. At the end of Mandarin 1 
students are expected to reach the novice-high level as outlined by ACTFL.  
 
Mandarin 2 
10 credits/year 
Prerequisite: Completion of Mandarin 1 with a grade of C or above. 
 
Mandarin 2 is a year-long course that continues the study and development of Mandarin.  Students 
will continue to develop skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  The course emphasizes 
fundamental communicative-based competencies, grammar, orthography, and Chinese-language 
cultures. By the end of the second semester, students will write simple questions and sentences on a 
variety of familiar topics in Chinese. At the end of Mandarin 2 students are expected to reach the 
intermediate-low level as outlined by ACTFL.  
 
Mandarin 3 
10 credits/year 
Prerequisite: Completion of Mandarin 2 with a grade of C or above. 
 
Mandarin 3 is an in-depth continuation of Mandarin 2. It is designed for students who have acquired a 
familiarity with Pinyin and know how to write Chinese characters in the correct stroke order. They will 
further expand their understanding of Chinese culture, extend their skills in grammar, and be 
encouraged to increase their communicative interaction with native speakers. The cultural activities 
are arranged to provide students with opportunities to enhance language and cultural learning. The 
class covers topics such as religion, music, performing arts, food, medicine, and holidays. At the end 
of Mandarin 3 students are expected to reach the intermediate-mid level as outlined by ACTFL. 
 
Mandarin 4 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisite: Completion of Mandarin 3 with a grade of C or above. 
Mandarin 4 students will review and refine the language learned in previous levels of Mandarin,  
increasing their accuracy and fluency. This course covers new topics such as shopping, vacation, the 
community, and includes more complicated conversations in the Chinese store. The class will engage 
in many communicative activities, play games, perform skits, and create projects. This class is 
conducted predominantly in Mandarin and students must speak in Mandarin at all times.   At the end 
of Mandarin 4, students are expected to reach the intermediate high level as outlined by ACTFL. 
 
 
Spanish 1 
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10 credits /year 
 
Spanish 1 is a comprehensive introduction to Spanish designed for beginning Spanish students. 
Students will learn to understand, speak, read, and write simple questions and sentences on a variety 
of topics. Proficiency-based methods and authentic materials are used to teach pronunciation, 
conversational skills, and grammar. Spanish 1 includes an introduction to contemporary Spanish and 
Latin American culture. This course is taught in Spanish. At the end of Spanish 1 students are 
expected to reach the novice high or intermediate low level as outlined by ACTFL. 
 
Spanish 2 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisite: completion of Spanish 1 with a grade of C or above. 
 
Spanish 2 builds on the communication skills acquired successfully in Spanish 1.  Students continue 
to practice their communication skills through contextualized and authentic readings and listening 
activities. Students are able to produce more language in Spanish 2, to tell stories and recount 
events.  Students increase their knowledge of the cultural diversity of the Spanish-speaking world. 
This course is taught in Spanish.  At the end of Spanish 2 students are expected to reach the 
intermediate low or mid level as outlined by ACTFL. 
 
Spanish 3 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisite: completion of Spanish 2 with a grade of C or above. 
 
Building on the language skills learned in Spanish 1 and 2, Spanish 3 students will continue to 
develop oral and written proficiency in the language. There will be frequent opportunities for speaking, 
reading, listening and writing in Spanish.  As fuel for our lively conversations we will look at topics 
such as social media, threats to our environment, the stresses of modern life, art, relationships and 
current events. We will look at these topics as they relate to our own lives as well as their importance 
in the Spanish-speaking world. The course is conducted in Spanish and students must speak in 
Spanish at all times. At the end of Spanish 3 students are expected to reach the intermediate mid or 
intermediate high level as outlined by ACTFL. 
 
Spanish 4 
10 credits /year 
Prerequisite: Completion of Spanish 3 with a grade of C or above. 
 
Spanish 4 students will review and refine the language learned in previous levels of Spanish,  
increasing their accuracy and fluency. Many opportunities for speaking, reading, listening and writing 
in Spanish will give students the chance to practice their language skills. Readings and other 
authentic materials (videos, songs, paintings, advertisements, etc.) generate lively class discussions.  
Some of the topics we will examine include the controversial sport of bullfighting, the Basque 
separatist movement, FARC and kidnappings in Colombia, Argentina’s Dirty War, immigration and 
more. This class is conducted entirely in Spanish and students must speak in Spanish at all times.   At 
the end of Spanish 4, students are expected to reach the intermediate high level as outlined by 
ACTFL. 
 
AP Spanish Language  
10 credits /year  
Prerequisites: completion of Spanish 4 with a grade of A- or above and approval of Department Chair. 
Please also see AP/Honors Criteria on page 4.  
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AP Spanish Language is the equivalen of a third-year Spanish language college course.  Students 
study the Spanish Language and Culture within the context of 6 large themes:  Families and 
Communities, Beauty and Aesthetics, Global Challenges, Personal and Public Identities, Science and 
Technology, and Contemporary Life. Students advance their interpersonal communication with in-
class conversations, spontaneous partner dialogues, and email replies.  They perfect their 
presentational communication through speeches, debates, and cultural comparisons.  They refine 
their interpretive communication skills through the analysis and reflection of a variety of articles and 
audio samples.  Students are exposed to Latin American and Spanish cultures through different 
means including songs, movies, newspaper and magazine articles, short short stories, poetry and 
excerpts from novels and plays.  The class prepares students for the Advanced Placement Spanish 
Language and Culture Examination. Class is conducted entirely in  Spanish.  At the end of AP 
Spanish, students are expected to reach the advanced level as outlined by ACTFL. 
 
 


