
 

 

Autumnal Abundance 
 
by Rob DeNunzio 

Director of Music Conservatory and Music Programs 

 

Many people associate autumn with the start of the school year, but you 

wouldn’t know that from the enormous amount of activity our Virtuoso 

Program students have been busy with these past few months. Our an-

nual “Vivaldi” concert is merely the tip of the iceberg when it comes to 

what these students have been engaged in. 

 

Foremost, the Virtuoso Program is a performance-based curriculum. In 

addition to the solo recitals, chamber music concerts, and orchestra 

performances we engage in throughout the school year, our students 

perform often at “gigs”. These events can be anything from being in-

vited to perform as a string quartet at a luncheon at a Napa vineyard, or 

accompanying San Domenico Singers during a service on campus, or 

joining the string ranks of a SF Choral Society performance, or to add 

beauty to a meeting of the Marin Interfaith Council, or simply to add 

some background ambience to a formal dinner on campus. And even 

this early in the year, our students have participated in each and every of 

those examples, and more.  

 

Sharing their music to provide service to others is not viewed as an un-

fortunate obligation of program participation, but a welcome and excit-

ing addition to the regular routine. Our students love to play and share 

their gifts with others, whether performing at Stanford’s Children’s Hos-

pital or demonstrating the cello to students in our Kindergarten.  

 

So as we prepare in earnest for our next big orchestra concert on March 

6, you can be sure that our students will be spending much of their 

spare time finding opportunities to share their music with new audi-

ences, all the while honing their craft and learning the ropes for what 

could be a lifetime musical career. 

 

Lastly, coming on the horizon in February, we are honored to have been 

invited to perform at the annual National Association of Independent 

Schools (NAIS) conference in San Francisco. We’re excited that we will be 

able to represent San Domenico and share the talents of our students 

with the 4,000 attendants who will be coming from around the country. 

Fall 2015 

Save the date! 
 

Please join us on Sunday, March 6, 2016 for  
 

“Hearts, Flowers and Postcards” 
Our Spring Orchestra da Camera Concert 

Right in between Valentine’s Day and the first day of spring, our 

March concert is guaranteed to delight. Featuring the Overture 

from Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro, Puccini’s The Chrysanthe-

mums, Benedikt Brydern’s 4 Tango Postcards and Tango Nuevo, 

and more, our students are working hard this winter to prepare 

and can’t wait to share their music with you in the New Year. 

 

The concert begins at 3:00 p.m. and will be followed by a light 

reception with the musicians. Make sure you’re on our mailing 

list so that you receive an official invitation as the day of this 

special event gets closer! 

Follow us on Facebook! Enjoy these types 

of updates about our students, alumnae, and 

faculty? Become a fan of the San Domenico 

Music Conservatory and Virtuoso Program 

for even more up-to-date announcements, 

photos, videos, and more: www.facebook.com/musicatsandomenico 
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“Vivaldi” 2015 

From left to right: Michael Mello, Ann Krinitsky, Eliane Lust ‘74, Cecily Stock, Rob DeNunzio  

 

Our opening orchestra concert is a tradition 38 years in the making, one in 

which we strive to connect the past to the present, between current stu-

dents and alumnae, our history of guest artists, and our community of family 

and friends. This year’s concert was no different.  

 

As the Virtuoso Program was originally modeled somewhat after the music 

program Antonio Vivaldi oversaw at the Ospedale della Pietà, we have hon-

ored that with this annual concert of string orchestra and choral music, per-

formed by our Orchestra da Camera and San Domenico Singers. In addition 

to Vivaldi's Concerto in G Major ("Alla Rustica", as was the theme of the con-

cert), we presented string orchestra works by Tchaikovsky, Bartók, Mascagni, 

and ultimately Bloch. 

 

In researching our records of performing Bloch’s Concerto Grosso, we discov-

ered it had been performed by then student Eliane Lust, currently a profes-

sional pianist who still resides and performs in the area. Eliane graciously 

accepted our invitation to return and perform it once again with our current 

orchestra, which resulted in a performance before a near-capacity audience 

filled with friends spanning decades worth of involvement with San 

Domenico. It was a fitting event as the school begins preparations to cele-

brate our 50th anniversary at our Sleepy Hollow campus, and all the more 

salient as Ms. Lust herself studied with San Domenico’s illustrious teacher, 

Sister Francis Xavier, who in turn studied with Bloch himself! 

 

Bringing so much music together so early in the school year is no easy task, 

but our current group of students—the most we’ve had enrolled in the pro-

gram in many years—was more than up to the task, having dived into the 

material even before their retreat in August, and the inspiration of having 

worked with both the Cavani String Quartet and Ms. Lust before the concert 

turned that hard work into true artistry. As one parent noted after the per-

formance, “We neglected to thank you after the “Alla Rustica” program a few 

weeks ago and want to take this opportunity to express our gratitude. The 

drama, emotion, and sheer exhilaration we experienced touched us deeply, 

and we feel so fortunate to be a part of the Virtuoso Program family and 

members of the greater San Domenico community. “ 

San Domenico Virtuoso Program Faculty & Staff 

Ann Krinitsky, Virtuoso Program Director 

Eugene Chukhlov, Violin Teacher and Chamber Music Coach 

Randolph Fromme, Cello Teacher 

Aenea Keyes, Chamber Music Coach 

Elizabeth Prior, Viola Teacher 

Sergei Riabtchenko, Cello Teacher and Chamber Music Coach 

Miles Graber, Piano Accompanist 

Rob DeNunzio, Music Conservatory Director 

Teresa Notari, Administrative Assistant 

Virtuoso Program Concert Calendar 
Be sure not to miss any of these upcoming concerts in the coming months 

and take advantage of experiencing exquisitely crafted 

music by soloists, chamber ensembles, and orchestra! 

Monday, December 7, 7:00 p.m.: Winter Chamber Music Concert  

Thursday, February 11, 7:00 p.m.: Winter Solo Recital  

Sunday, March 6, 3:00 p.m.: “Community in Music” Orchestra Concert  

Wednesday, April 27, 7:00 p.m.: Spring Solo Recital  

Monday, May 16, 7:00 p.m.: Spring Chamber Music Concert 

Friday, May 27, 7:00 p.m.: Orchestra da Camera Final Concert  

Cavani String Quartet Visits 

In preparation for our orchestra concert, we welcomed back to San 

Domenico the always entertaining and enlightening Cavani String Quar-

tet this fall for a “funformance” and then individual masterclasses with 

Virtuoso Program students in their chamber ensembles.  

The quartet, which has the honor of being a winner of the Naumburg 

Chamber Music Award, the prestigious Fischoff, Banff, and Coleman 

competitions as well as being chosen for The Cleveland Quartet Award 

at The Eastman School, excels at conveying the joy of making music. This 

joy is shared by our students as first violinist Annie Fullard commented, 

“We always have such a great time with your students; your program is 

quite extraordinary!” 

Likewise, our faculty were equally impressed, saying “I was so happy to 

observe the wonderful and inspiring Cavani masterclass! Fantastic that 

all VP students had the opportunity to be coached with them.” 
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